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1 Pbesent Positiob' or Andhba Cbbobology 

1 Andhra Chronology leqtmes Revision Tho chionology 
of the Andhra kings of ancient India as accepted at piesent 
requires a drastic revision 

2 Kharaicla and Satalatui ]6S B C According to tho 
account of the modern historical schohiis Asoka’s groat empire 

began to show signs of disintegration towards 
I Siminmn of tho latter part of his reign Tho Kahngas 
Andhra Ch^onolog^ Andliras under IC^euiaraja and 

scnT°^^^^ Simuka respectively broke away from the 

]\Iaiir 3 ’a j'oke about 240 to 230 B C 
Ii§emara]a’s name is to bo found in tho Hatigumpha mscription 
m which his grandson Kharavola’s mibtar}'^ conquests and other 
activities aio recorded Tho inscnption is dated in the 13th 
year of Elhara vela’s roign and in tho year 165 of Raja Miinj'^a, 
t c , of Candragupta Assuimng Candr.igupta’s date of accession 
to be 322 B C , Kharavcla’s accession w ould be placed in 
(322 — 165 + 13 =) 170 BC In tho second year of ins reign, 
1 e , in 168 B C , Kharavela defied Satakarni ‘ the protector of 
tho West ’ ^atakarni’s name is to bo found in another insonp- 
tion at Nanaghat m which his father’s name Simuka is also 
mentioned 

3 Simula the first Andhra King 230 B C The purapas 
give a dynastic list of the Andlira kings together with the regnal 
penod of each Although tho puramc account of the Andhras 
cannot bo admitted m its entirety the portions that do not 
come into conflict with epigraphic evidence may be accepted 
In the puramc Andhra dynastic list we find the names of the 
first three kmgs as SiSuka or 6ipraka, Elr^na and 6atakarm m 
order of their succession 6i5uka is the conupt form of Simuka 
of the inscription Tho name of the second king Klrgna also is 
to be found m another mscription The puranas state that 
Bj^na was the brother of Simuka and that Satakarni was the 
son of Simuka This latter statement is supported by msenp- 
tional evidence Epigraphic considerations show that all the 
inscriptions bearmg the names of Simuka, Satakarni and Kygna 
belong to the second century before Christ The begmmng of 
Andhr a reign is thus to be fixed at about 230 B C which would 
be the time of Simuka The Andhras therefore were contem- 
poraries of the later Maury as, of the S ungas who came after 
them and of the Khnvas who followed the Sungas Acoordmg 
to the puranas the total period of reign of the Andhra dynasty 
IS about 450 years and the number of kings 30 These figures 
can be accepted The puranas are however obviously wrong m 
statmg that the first Andhra kmg SiSuka murdered the last 
Kanva kin g who reigned tdJ about 28 B C , and usurped the 
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niuiNoiusm.KHAU no^i 


{'or- V, 


tlirono, nml tliiil tlio Ajidbrn HiiocmM tho Knnvan 

bomi) liilor Aridltni kitiK nuf'lit lmv« killed Ui< last Kan\a 

I Qmitnmlpvfrnnml Ptthtmtm JOG A D -JfyO A J) Tlic 
next Aiidhru of nnj iinporlanco wlio^e names aj>pc ir in 
nisoripl inns arc fin 111 amlimlm.Sulnknrni and his son Vas,sthiputra 

Pnliimaxi wlio arc In Im idonlificd nilh kinps A’os 2'f and 24 of 
Iho pitratms It^fnplions at Nnsik and Knrlc allow that these 
kind's were i ontcmporancs of etrlain satrap kings named 
^ahajaitia, fastana and lliulnulainan rvlio ruled over western 
India al the liine ^J’hc tlatcs of tin so weslrrn satrap-, have 
heen firiMervcd in insinplions and coins 'llns cvidmrc proves 
(hat (laiitunirptil I a Satakarni and \’asis(|nj)nfra Piijiimavi must 
have ri'ipned during tiie )H'nod 10(» A D to loO A I) Ptolom^, 
who nnnrishcd alioiit 120 A D to 100 A 1) , mentions Ptijmnavi 
as if ho wore his ( oiitmiiponir^ A Nnsik inscription records 
that Gaiitnmipiitra .Satakarni was a great coiupicror ‘who 
dost rnv I'd (he Sakas, Vavanas and Pnlimvns who rooted 

out the Khakliarata family, who restored the glorv of the 
Salavrdmna r.iec’ The \ndhra kings hclnng to the elan knowm 
V inouslv ns f^atik'irna, t^atakarni, .Srdnahnna or ^.'itavahina 
Xnliajjuna tho western satmp helonped to the Klinklinratn or 
Ksnharala family Thus it Fccms it was Nnlmpann that vras 
ujirootcd bv' Gaulamiputrn {5alaknrni, an cvndcncc of this fact 
is to bo found in the discoverv of a largo number of coins of 
Nahapana slniok ov er wntli tho legend of Gautamiputra Sntsknmi 
ns a sign of liis conquest Tho twenty -seventh king in the 
puranic list is Ynjfia'srr Numerous coins and inscnptions men- 
tioning tho name of this i.-ing have been discovered He seems 
to have been also a verv powerful monarch ruling over extensiv'e 
terntorios 

6 End of Oic Andhrns 225 A D Vanoiis inscnptions and 
coins containing the names of other Andiira kings such ns those 
of Cutul^ndananda Jludananda, Gautamiputra Vilivuynkura, 
Vasistlilpiitra Vijivuvakurn, Miitliarlputra ^ivalakura, 6iva5ri 
i?atnkaini, ^rl Candra >^ati, Catarpana, Sri Rudra ^iitakanji, 
f^rl Krsna Satakarm, 6rl Candra, ^ivnskanda Varman and a few 
others hav'c been found Some of these longs have been identified 
according to tho puranic list while the positions of others remain 
uncertain The Andhra kingdom came to a close about 225 A D 
This w as followed by a dark period in Indian lustory Vmcent 
Smith writes, ‘But tho third century after Clinst is one of the 
darlv spaces in the spectrum of Indian history , and ahnost 
event of that time is concealed from view by an impenetrable 

veil of oblmon ’ (Eln p 226 ) , ^ 

6 Reference This short account of tlie Andhras has been 
culled from Rapson’s ‘Catalogue of the Coins of the Andhra 
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Dynast}'’ and Vincent Snuth’s ‘The Early History of India’ 
It" 'mil "refresh the niemorv of the render and ^\ ill serve as an 


introduction to the diseussion that follon s 

7 Andhra Peoph and Andhra Counlry Mention of the 


Andhras is to bo found m ancient Sanskrit 
II Andhras in literature 111 many places, the oldest being 
the tvoll-knomi passage in the Aitareya 
Bruhinana The Andhra people have been mentioned also in 
tlie Mahfibharata (Mbh-b Sabha 31 71 and Bliisma 9 49 ) 


The jniranns hoMe^er form the main depository of our informa- 
tion regarding the ancient Andhra^ The ancient Andhras, as 
their piesent-day descendants do, lived m the deltas of the 
Godavari and the Kiishna rivers on the eastern sea coast of India 


The Andhra country, i c , the part of India w here these people 
lived, has been called the Andlira DeSa The Andhras have 
often been in later times grouped togethci mth the Ivalmgas 
vho vere their neighbours and vho occupied the terntorv to the 
north of the Andhra De^a 

S Bah and Andhra Dcia The purunas mention a king 
of the Anu dynasty named Bali who was a contemporary of the 
Ilisvaku king Mandliatr Bali’s kingdom kn to tlie south of 
the Vindhya Ranges Bah had five sons begotten bv the sage 
Dirghatamas through his queen Sudesna These sons were 
named Anga, Banga, Kalinga, Suliraa and Piindra Each of 
them became the ruler of the province named after him 
Apparently these provinces had formed part of Bali’s empire 
Tlie Bhagavat purana mentions a sixth son who has been called 
Oudra m some manuscripts and Andlira in others (Bgp-b 
9 23 5, 6 ) The puranas specifically mention the fact that Bali’s 
‘sons’ were Ksatnyas {Vis-b H'’ IS I Vap-a 99 2S ) If 
we reject the doubtful Bhagavat tradition '■"d accept the other 
account we may say that the earhei^t An fan kmudom must 
have been formed long after the establi'hr. i"* of the kingdom of 
Anga, Banga, Kahnga, Suhma and P.nindn In cirh times, 
previous to its consohdation as a sepirite kingdom, \ndhra 
DeSa formed part of the Anu empire undo'- Titik‘'u who h-i-^ been 
described m the puranas as a renowned kina nihna in the cast 
(Mtp-a 48 22) Bah was Titiksii « groit-grc it-g rand=on 

After Bah the Anu empire was divided among hi-- ‘•oils is mrn- 
tioned and Andhra De^a seems to hare been incliidid in the 
kingdom of Kalmga 

9 Ancient Andhra Kingdom Andhn poph md \ndhra 
kingdom are not identical entitle* and the fiirtlur distiiution 
between an Andhra kmg (i e , a king iK'onging to the \ndhra 
race) and a king of the Andhras (who nn\ not iKcossuih lx* an 
Andhra himself) should be kept in mind The \itarc\a Biahimna 
speaks of the Andhra people a* ba*" dc^of lukiruc of \ i-i Iraitra 
They have been classed with the unci\i!i7cd Piilindas (Aifanr^ 
Brah -vu 18 ) On the other hand the r trh finir- wJio r 
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OUT dll' Andlinis holongcd lo Iho Aim family nml Here IvKAtmiis 
No n'ftTctKo (o ati> muno of ivn> Andlirn lting j<? to bo fomid 
111 .Sanskrit litirnturc', ns )ar ns I know, doHn to the tinu of the 
Knmas 'r/irrc fioeins (o bo no doubt, Iiowovor, that a pop, irate 
Andhra kingdom Hasan i-stabliHiK d fart before Iho Malmbharafari 
war and inlers of the' Andlira pi'oph' CMslod either ns iiidi pi ndmit 
kings or as feudatories to Pome •■mereign poner !{cror(n(e to 
Htioli rulers is to be foniul in the Mahabliarata in the pits'- iges 
pieumisl^ eittd 

It) Adlulihn dory not niftilion t/ic Andfirns f'nnoiislj 
eiumgii in d( si nbing llaghn’a mihtar\ conrpiesls of diffeo nt 
people Krdidasa does not mention tlio Andhrns in Ins 
Rnghinainsa Haglnrp uctonons arnn penetrated into tlic 
eastern kingdoms liordiring on the sea, conquered .Siihnia, 
Jlangn, Kalinga and Pntuhn (Itgm 4 .'12 dO ) Tlic Pnnd\n 
terrilorv formed the extieme south of India Tlie Pandxas are 
to bo distingmslied from tlio Paiindras Krdidasa’s omission of 
(he mention of (he Andhras is rcmarkablo If Kiihdasa Here a 
contemporarjy of tiio Onptas he must lin\e been fnmili-ir mth the 
great ‘\ndhrn tradition 

11 Om\<^swnof thr name Andhra xn Ancient Reference One 
also misbcs (ho name of Andhra in man^ passages w (lie pxiranns 
and (ho ItTahahharala nhcrc one nould cvjicct it lo be present 
It IB possible that although the Andhras liad oMSlod as a people 
for n rerj' long time past no scfiaratc Andhra kingdom h ns formed 
till about the (mio of the Mnhnblinratan v-nr This inav be the 


reason h by the name Andhra is not found associated mtli Knlmga 
in hlorary rofcronccs lo carh ponod In references to later 
penods thoso names often occur together TJio first literary 
mention of an Andhra king ns distinguished from a king of the 
Andhrns is to be found in the punlpns in connection inth the 


description of tlic Andhra dynasty 

12 Piiranxc Account of Manryas and Sungns Thepuranas 
are unnnuiious in asserting that one Smdliuka 
11 r Purnnio <§ipfaka or ^i<uka, who belonged to the 
Andliray ^ Andhra mco nncl who Has a servant (appa- 

rently a provmcinl governor) of the last 
Kanva king, ovortlireH Ins master and occupied the throne It 
should be remembered that according to the puriinas the empire 
ruled by the klauryns passed on to the Sungns The first Sunga 
king Pusvamitra H'as n provincial govemoi or a general under 
the last Mnm ya king Bpliadratha Pnsyamitra killed Brliadrathn 
and exalted his osvn son Agmmitra to the throne and governed 
the empire m the name of the latter Pusynimtra has been 
desenbed bv Kalidasa in his Mfilnvikagramitra as ‘senapati ’ or 
commandcr-in-chief of his son Agmmitra Matsya in referring 
to Pusyamitra (jitp a 272 27) says ‘karayi^yati bai rajyani 
which means ‘caused the empire to be governed by another 
Tlie dothroning of Maiirya Brhadratha bv his 'servant Pusya* 
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Riitra hnd manjf piececlents Candragiipta Yho was apparently 
a governor of the Nandas had usui'ped the empire of lus 
master, so also had Pradyota’s father Munika overthroivn his 
master Eipunjaya and installed his own minor son in his place 
It seems that in deference to iiublic opimon neither Mumlca noi 
his later prototype ventured to occupy the throne 

themseh cs Both of them made their sons emperors 

13 Kanias and Andlnas History repeated itself again 
when Vasudc^a the first Kanva, who was a servant of the last 
Sunga king, murdered his master and occupied the throne The 
last Kanva king SuSarinan in Ins turn was lolled his ‘servant’ 
Sipraka or Smiuka the Andhra who stepped into the throne and 
became the founder of the Andhra d3niasty The puranas are 
unanimous m asserting that Sindhuka or 6ipraka belonged to the 
Andhra race (Vap-a 99 348, Mtp-a 273 2, Vip-w IV p 194) 
and that it was he that had usurped the tin one by kilhng the 
last Kanva long The puranas do not state that the Maur^’^a 
empire broke up aftei the death of Aioka as has been supposed 
by modern scholars The puramc descnption imphes that the 
empire in a more or less complete form passed from the hands of 
the Mauryas to those of the Sungas and from the Sungas to the 
Kanvaa and from the Kanvas to the Andhras 

14 Modem Version of Andhra History Modem scholars 
are of opmion that the Andhras did not come after the Kanvas and 
that the puramc version is wTong m assertmg that it Teas the 
first Andhra long who had killed Su^arman the last Kapva 
Vmcent Smith writes ‘The Purapas treat the whole Andhra 
dynasty as following the Kanva, and consequently identify the 
slayer of the last Kanva prmce with Smiuka or Sipraka, the 
first of the Andhra hne But, as a matter of fact, the indepen- 
dent Andhra dynasty must have begun about 240 or 230 B C , 
long before the suppression of the Kanvas about 28 B C and 
the Andhra kmg who slew Suiarman cannot possibly have 
been Smiuka It is impossible to affir m witli certainfy who he 
was, because the dates of accession of the several Audlira pnnees 
are not known with accuracy All that can bo affirmed at 
present is that the slayer of Suiannan, tlio last Kanva 
apparently must have been one or other of three Andhra kmrrq’ 
namely Nos 11, 12 or 13 The year 28 B C may bo accepted as 
the approximatefy true date of the evtmction of the Kanva 
dynasty, because it depends, not on the duration assigned to 
each several Andhra reign, but on the penods of 112 and 4j 3'ears 
respectively allotted to the Sunga and Kanva d3niasties which 
seem worthy of credence, and this date, 28 B C apparentlv 
must fall withm the limits of one or other of the three Andhra 
reigns named above Poot-notc close of Jraiirya dynasty, 

c 186 BC from which deduct 112+45 = 167 )eai’Wf'2S' 

(Ehi pp 216, 217 ) ’ ' 
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16 Purantc Account and Inscriptions The reasons that 
have led modem scholars to reject portions 
of the puramo account are, as already stated, 
mainly based on mscnptjons and numismatic 
evidence The puramo version of Andhra 
history has been corroborated m certam 
particulars by the discovery of Andhra coins and inscriptions 
No modern scholar is therefore disposed to reject the puramc 
story wholesale H we neglect the puranas altogether there will 
not be much to write about the Andhras or, m fact, about any 
ancient Indian royal dynasty that would be considered hirtorj^ 
All workers on Andhra history have thus made efforts to correlate 
their numismatic and other findmgs with the puramc account 
They have rejected those portions of the purapa story only that 
come into conflict with their own conclusions There is nothing 
m the purapas about the Andhras that is inherently impossible 
No Andhra king has been endowed with any fabulous longevity 
nor has any been made the hero of an impossible feat 

16 Puranas partly accepted It wdl be noticed that 
scholars hke Vmcent Smith, although they reject the puramc 
order of dynastic succession, have accepted the statement of the 
purapas that ^i4uka or Sunuka was the founder of the Andhra 
dynasty That Simuka killed Su^arman is not beheved, but the 
statement that SuSarmanwas killed by an Andhra king has been 
accepted and the slayer has been sou^t to be identified with the 
Andhra king No 11, 12 or 13 So also the total period of Andhra 
reign, as mentioned m the puranas, has been held to be true but 
not the reigmng penods for the mdividual kmgs Rapson 
writes 'The latest inscnptional date for the reign of Gautaml- 
putra 18 the year 24 = A D 130+x m a postsonpt to the 
Nasik edict above referred to This date is mterestmg, as it 
affords a means by which the evidence of the Purapas can be 
tested and is found wantmg, for with great unanimity they seem 
to agree in assigning a reign of 21 years only to this king’ 
(Cca p irry ) It seems that modem scholars have accepted, 
rejected, amended and modified puramo data as they smted 
their own conclusions All this may appear to be malang wdd 
work of the purapas but if we remember the generally 
unrecognized dependence of modem scholars on puramc materials 
for their historical account of ancient India and then eagerness 
to coixelate puramo data with their own we can very well 
understand their ways of handhng the purapas and their express 
attitude towards them (86, 86, 87 ) 

17 Inscnptional Evidence is really an Interpretation 
Inscnptional and numismatic data bj”^ them- 
V Limitations gejyes can at most give us a mere skeleton or 

N,^°bZ?,c Date‘s “iwe correctly a part of a 

in the majonty of cases It is their mter- 

pretation that lends to them their first fleshy covering This 
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micrprctatwn is known to the histonnn ns inscriptionnl or numis- 
matic evidence Althougli the inscriptionnl datum itself can 
seldom be challenged a good deal of uncertainty ciceps into its 
interpretation at times This is the reason w hy different scholai s 
ha^c come to different conclusions starting from the same 
numismatic or inscriptional data Tins fact is very often for- 
gotten and an undue reliance is placed on so-called inscriptionnl 
evidence vhich is rcnllj' an interpretation It is necessary to 
reiterate this ns, although scholars arc nine to this possibility 
of error, a vnrmng is necessary because, nhen it comes to the 
practical npphcation of this pnnciple, mistakes arc frequently 
made and a mere piobabihty is often posited ns a certainty I 
shall hn\ c occasion to cite illustrations later on 

IS Bclciant Ivscnplional and XinnisviaticFccords Quite a 
fair amount of material in the shape of inscrijitions and coins 
IS non a^ adnblc for the elucidation of the histor\ of the Andhras 
Instead of going through the list of all the inscnptional and 
numi'smntic data, it mil be profitable for the present to examine 
only tho'-e that have a bearing on Andhra chronology, so that ne 
ma-\ test the reliability of the conclusions of modern scholars 
mth respect to cases in which they have differed from the 
puranas Inscriptionnl and numismatic details that are not 
essential to the purpose of this discussion have been left out 
here, but it should bo noted that no senous student can afford to 
disregard any such detail or material, however insignificant it 
might appear to be at first sight I should therefore urge my 
readers to turn to the full original sources before commg to a 
decision regarding any disputed point raised in this article 

19 The mam arguments of modern scholars m fibong 
Andlira chronology may be summanzed as follows — 
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Xliaravoln h itmcnplion hIiowh that he wns the Ifipdhinrr of 
tlio C >o(a or Cimiln (Unn^ty of Kalioga So hw f'raridfalher 
must lm^e been tiio person ulio broke free from MnurAa over- 
ioidsliip, ins period uould appioximately be c 2li2 BC (Cca 
p NMi)( 'uifl fins noiiJd tomiido uifh flic period of Arfolca’s death 
iimncdiatolv aftoi ulmii dimnicgraf urn ofthcMaurya cmniro wns 
likely to have set m 


in (3) Ji}dhr(t6 and Kahvgas ft is likely that the 
Andbras, like Ibeir neighbours iho Kalmgag, declared indc- 
pomlenco about Ibo same time so that f he fii st Andhra king, called 
Si(5ulva or l^ijiraka by the pnranas, and ulio may bo assumed 
to have been the same jicrson as bimiika of the Knnogbat 
luseujiliou, may be supposed to ba\e been a contemporary of 
Kbaiavcla’s graiuiratbei the first Cliota king of tlio Kabngas 
Vincent Smith sa-^s Mlic independent Andhra dynasty must 
have begun about 240 or 230 B C ’ (Ehi pp 210, 217 ) 

10(4) arm aitd Snmda The purunas say that 

the fust Andhra king was SiSuka, the second bis brother Boijna 
and the third ^ifinka’s son Sataknrm Since Ibis ^atnkaim is the 
third in succession fiom ^Ii4uka, tlie contemporary of the first 
CbaitAking, bo must bo the ^atakarni of the Xbaraicla inscnp- 
tion, Ivburayola being also tlio third king counting from the 
same point of time It is tlicrofore clear that the iSutakartn 
of the Kbaravola inscription is the third Andhra king of the 
puranas, and Ins date is IGS B C ns already stated. 

19(5) Nanaghai Inscrij>ttons TlioNnnnghatmscnp- 
tion that indicates that ^ataknmi nvns the son of Simuka the 


founder of the Andhra d> nasty, is y ntten in a senpt winch os simi- 
lar to tho Asokan senpt Tlicrc is another inscription at Nanaghat 
which bears the name of king ‘Knnhn (Kr^na) of the 6atavahana 
race’ This Kanha is tlic second Andlira king Krsna of the 
purapns Bapson quotes Btihler ns follows ‘According to the 
epigraphical ovidenco, those documents may bo placed a little 
but not much later than Anoka’s and Da^aratha’s edicts But 
what, in my opmion, most olearlj’- proves that they belong to 
one of tho first Andhras is that thoir graphic peouhanties fully 
agree mth those of tho Nasik inscription (No 1) of Kapha 
or Kr§na’s reign’ Bapson contmnos ‘The Nosik mscnption 
referred to bears the name of “ King Kapha (Krspa) of the 
^atavahana race,” and it was assigned by BQhler, on epigraphical 
grounds, to “ the times of the last Maury as or the earhest Sungas, 
in the heginmng of the second century B C ” ’ (Cca p six ) 

19 (6) Omitamiputra and U^abhadata At Nasik an 
inscription has been discovered which is dated in the year 18 of 
Gautamiputra Sri Satakarpi (Is 1126 ) Another mscnption 
has been found at Karle which is also very Likely dated in the 
year 18 of Gautamiputra Sri Satokarpi (Is _ 1106 ) Both 
these inscriptions record the gift made by Gautamiputra of lands 
which had ]ust previously belonged to Bsabhadatta (Usabhodata) 



1939] EECONSTKUCTION OF AUDHRA CITRONOLOGY 17 

The first uiscription spccificallj’^ mentions the name of 
Rsabhadalta We can get Rsabhadatta’s date from other 
inscriptions At Nasik an inscnption has been found in nhich 
IS recorded the construction of a cave by Rsabliadatta, son-m-lav 
of Nahapana (Is 1131 ) Otlier inscriptions of Rsabliadatta 
have been found beaiing the dates 41, 42 and 45 (Is 1133 ) 
An inscription at Junnar lias been discovered evecuted b}’’ 
Aj'ania, numstoi of Nahapana, dated jear 46 (Is 1174) 
These dates are verj hkeh m Saka era and therefore 41 to 46 
would correspond to 119 to 124 AD We leaiii jfrom another 
mscnption that Gautamlputra 6il Satakarni extirpated the 
Eliakharata faniilv to vliicli Nahapana belonged Nahapana’s 
coins are found lestiuck by Gaut-amiputra 

19 (6a) Gaidamljyutia's Date Rapson writes ‘ Gau- 
tanilputra’s conquest of Nahapana seems undoubted!}’’ to have 
taken place in the ISth year of his leign We therefore have the 
equation — Gautamiputra’s year 18 = 124AD+x On tins 
synchronism, on the recoided regnal dates in the inscriptions of 
other Andlira soveicigiis, and on the knovn date 72 = 160 A D 
of Rudradaman as jMahaksatrapa, rests at present the whole 
foimdation of the later Andhra chronolog}’ ’ (Cca p xx’vu ) 
Gautamlputra 6rl ^atakarni’s date of accession vould thus be 
106 A D +x (Cca p \xx ) Gautamlputra figuies as the 23rd 
kmg in the puramc list 

19 (6b) Rndtaddman and Pnlumdvi There is an m- 
scnption in the Girnar niountam executed bv Rudradaman and 
dated m the year 72 = 150 A D in which is lecorded that he 
twice defeated ^atakarm the lord of Daksmapatha (Is 965 ) 
Rudiadaman vas the grandson of Cast-ana and the father-m-law 
of Vasisthlputra Pulumavi (the son of Gautamiputra 6ri 
Satakarni) whom he defeated 

19 (6c) Pidumavi the son of Gautamiputra A Nasik 
mscnption dated m the year 19 of Vasisthlputra 6rl Pulumavi 
executed by his grandmother Queen Gautami Bala^rl enables 
us to make out that ^^asisthlputra 6ii Pulumavi was the son of 
Gautamiputra 6ri Satakarm (Is 1123 ) 

19 (6d) Kings No 23 and No 24 Gautamiputra 6ri 
Satakarip. and Vasisthiputra 6ri Pulumavi have been identified 
mth kmgs No 23 and No 24 of the purapas They have been 
called respectively Gautamiputra and Puloma m the purapas 
Then- dates would thus he between 106 A D and 160 A D 

19(7) Ptolemy and the Andhras The Greek geographer 
Ptolemy, who died after 161 A D and who hved at Alexandna for 
forty years, -wntes about Pulumavi and Castana in a way that 
seems to mdicate they were contemporaries with him (Ehi 
p 232 , Cca p xxxix ) 

19(8) Tiaikutaha dynasty In Maharastra the Andhras 
were succeeded by a dynasty of Abhiras who very hkely belonged 
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to the Traikutaka dynasty Tnscnptions and coins show tliat 
the date of the hcginmng of the Tiailcutakas is 294 A D fCca 
p xliv ) ' 

20 Andhra JRetgn 230 B G to 225 A D Vincent Smith 

writes the long senes of Andhra kings came to end about A I) 
226 The testimony of the Purunas that the dynasty 

endured for either 466 or 460 years, or, in round numbers, four 
centunes and a half, appears to be substantially accurate The 
number of the kings also appears to be correctly stated as havine 
been thirty’ (Ehi p 224) ® 

The Andlira dynasty is thus supposed to have reigned from 
230 B C to 225 A D , i c , for about 466 3fcnrs 

21 Ttvo Pillars of Andlira Chronology Bncfly stated the 
whole structure of Andhra chronology as built by modern scholars 
rests mainly on two pdlars, viz , the identification of l^atakarm of 
the Kharavola inscription with the third Andhra kmg in the 
puramo hst on the one side and the identifications of 
Gautamiputra 6ri ^atakarpi and Vasistliiputra 6ri ^atakarm, also 
called Vasistliiputra 8ri Pulimiavi, with Gautamiputra and 
Puloma kings Nos 23 and 24 respectively of the puranas on the 
other side Before I proceed to test the vahdity of tliese three 
identifications it will be profitable to discuss certam general 
questions pertinent to the problem 


2 Pkovxnciai. Ritlees 

22 K?atrapas and the Paramount Power It should be 
remembered that the purapas mention genea- 
iJdMahaSSp^ only of sovereign powers and not of any 

satrap or provmcial governor, however power- 
ful he might have been In this connection the distmction 
between what we call a ‘King’ m Enghsh and a ‘Ra]a’ or a 
‘Narapati’ or a ‘Rastrapati’ {eg, Daksmapathapati) or a 
‘K§atrapa’ or a ‘Mahak?atrapa’ should be borne m mmd It 
seems that during the Andhra period the titles ksatrapa and 
mahaksatrapa were ongmaUy used by provmcial rulers of 
Parthian or Scjdhian descent acknowledgmg suzeramty of some 
paramount power Very likely their relations with the paramount 
power consisted merely m the payment of tribute of some sort 
They were free to mmt them own corns, wage war against neigh- 
bouring provinces and act m any other way they hked It is 
probable that a ksatrapa was often subordmate to a mahaksatrapa 
who was the direct tributary of the paramount power A 
mahaksatrapa might have several k^atrapas under him Some- 
times a ksatrapa would wage war on other k^atrapas and usurp 
them domimons and, perhaps by paymg a higher tribute to the 
paramount power, would be recognized as a mahaksatrapa 
Mahak^atrapas and ksatrapas often ruled contemporaneously 
(Cca p xxvn n ) It appears also that the paramount power 
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(lul not l)othcr itself a'^ to vho became tlic Iv'-alrapa oi 
maliaK'^atia]) V of a particular proMiicc eo long as it ]ccel^cd the 
stipulalccl Inbulc 

23 K^alrapnsnf Jvduin Descent In later periodb luleis of 
Indnn dc'^cent al'^o ■^omctiints st\lcd thenibches b^jatrapas or 
inahfiK'^ itrapn*^ after liaMiig ousted nilcrs of Scythian descent 
from their possessions Perhaps the association of these titles 
Math a particular province vas so firm owing to long continued 
rule hv foreigners to whom the epithets properly hclonged that 
when un Indian stepped into their place lie found it more 
coincincnt to use the same designations in State matters ns 
those of his prcdccc'^sors The facts collected about the western 
satrapa of the Andhra period h\ Papson (Cca o, ci) would 
scr\e to support the aahdita of the aho\e assmiijitions 

24 Four Ct(is<>cs of Pioiinoal Fulrrs Rulers of different 


proMiices under a jiaramount power in 
tin CJa-sm of jiiciciit India cm be placed under chfferent 
Prcnmcal Gocor 1,1 the first pi lee, w e might have 

kings who had lost their original independence 
ns a result of aggrandi/ement of tlic paramount power and 
lud become tributary to it In describing Raghu’s conquests 
Kfilidasn compares such defeated kings with the paddj* 
plant which tields grain when uprooted and planted again 
The conqueror who after defcafing an independent king 
reinstated him as tributnr\ has been called ‘dliarmaMjayr 
or the nghteous conqueror (Rgm 4 37-13 ) In the second 


place, proMncial rulers of one paramount powci might transfer 
their allegiance to another as a icsiilt of unhtnrj' conquest by the 
latter Greek satrapies under tSelukus were transferred to 


Cnndragupta after the defeat of the former In tlio third place, 
special oflicials might bo appointed by the paramount power to 
rule ovei certain provinces, eg , a niihtary commander might bo 


appointed as a governor in a pro\nnce liable to mvasions bj" 
other powers (Kam^ka’s governors) Fourthlj^ princes of the 
royal blood and relations of the roj^al fnmiljr might be appomted, 
irrespective of their merits, in certain provinces Sometimes 
minor prmces occupied the jiosition of provincial ruleis under 
the protection of some elderly person of the roj’^al blood 
Elharavela inscnption records that ho was a Yuvaraj at sixteen 
25 Royal Provincial Rnlcrs It is conceivable that a 


pnnee of the royal line in Ins capacity as a provincial ruler 
might come into conflict with a neighbourmg governor under 
the same paramount power just as different Icsatrapas might 
fight among themselves and it is further conceivable that the 
paramount power would remam neutral m such fights so long os 
it received its revenues from one party or another In the course 


of this article I shall have occasion to show that m all pro- 
babilities such a contmgency did arise at least twice durmg the 
Andhra reign (60 ) The posts of provmcial governors, except 
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in the cases of the princes of the ro^'al blood who Mould succeed 
to the throne of the paramount ruler, More generally hereditarj^ 
An examination of the coin legends and inscnptions of the 
Andhra penod shows that the prefix ‘ ^ ri ’ m as used only hy persons 
of the royal family The satraps, although they called thera- 
seves rajas , did not put the honorific before their names, 
on the other hand we find legends of royal personages in ■which 
only ‘^ri’ occurs and no ‘raja’ I shall presently cite reasons 
for bcheving that the title ‘raja’ Muthout the ‘si I’ Mas verj’’ 
hkely confined to pronncial rulers only and Mhen ifc is found 
associated with a ‘6ri’ it is even then no bar to the supposition 
that the person of the royal blood might have been a provmcial 
governor at the time the com, beanng the legend, was struck or 
the inscnption carved 

26 Coins minted only hy Provincial Rulers The pronncial 

TV AT r dunng the Andhra penod issued coins 

Corns ^ ° quite likely that a prmce of the 

royal blood also issued coins m ins omti name 

dunng the penod of his provincial governorship Kapson ivntes 
‘Indian com types are essentially local in character At no 
penod with wluch we are acquamted, whether m the history of 
Ancient or of ^ledimval India, has the same land of coinage 

been current throughout any of the great empires Each 

provmce of such an empire has, as a nde, retamed its own 
peculiar comage, and this ■with so much conservatism m regard to 
the tjrpes and the fabne of the coins, that the mam characteristics 
of these have often remamed unchanged, not only by changes of 
dynasty, but even by the transference of power from one race to 
another ’ (Cca pp xi, xu ) The obvious conclusion that can 
be draMm from the facts noted by Rapson is that the paramount 
power never troubled itself ■with the issue of corns — a function 
which was left to the discretion of the pro^vmcial rulers The 
central government, it seems before the Gup^tas at any rate, did 
not attach much importance to the mmtmg of corns and m the 
case of big empires it is doubtful whether any special central 
imperial com Mns ever issued This would explam the absence 
of any com bearmg the name of emperors such as Aioka on the 
one hand and the great preponderance of coins belongmg to the 
satraps on the other The conservatism m com types that 
Rapson has noticed would make any guess regardmg the age 
of a particular type of script on any com m the absence of dates 
a hazardous game I shall have occasion to refer to this problem 
agam 

27 Reslriling of Coins is not necessarily a Proof of Victory 

In view of the mdifference of the central 
X Restnlong government to pro'vmcial corns it is extremely 
of Coins unlikely that the imperial power would think 

of restnkmg any com to commemorate any victory as has been 
supposed m the case of the restruck corns of Nahapana It is 
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piactically unpossible for any imperial po-nei to call back all 
coins of a particular tvpc in cnculation merely foi the purpose 
of restriking them Tins method of commemorating a Aoctory, 
to say the least, can only attain iiartial success Then again in 
considering the problem of the lestriking of coins one has to 
lemembcr that of three Andhra rulers Vasistluputra Viliva 3 ’akura, 
Matharljiutra ^ivalakura and Gautumiputra Vihva 5 "akura, all 
apparently belonging to the same family, each of the last two 
lestruck coins of his jiredccessor or predecessors Theie is no 
e^*ldence to show that this u as done to commemorate any victory’’ 
of one over the other or others (191, 192 ) 

2S DoiihJe-slrucl Coins Double-struck corns belong to the 
same category as lestrtick coins Such corns of Gautamiputra 
Viliva-sakura and of Gautamljnitra 6rl Yajna ^atakarm have 
been found Restiuck punch-marked coins have also been found 
suggesting the possibility that the icstnking vas done when 
the oncinal markings got effaced by usage (Walsh Punch- 
marked Silver Coins Their standard of v eight, age and nunt, 
]ras 1937 Api ) In mcv of these considerations the aigument 
that restriking of a com bi another king is a proof of military 
^^cto^y on his pait loses much of its force It is difiScult to say 
in the absence of any definite information vliat might have led 
to the restriking of paiticulai coins The hy’pothesis of mihtarv 
Anctory is only’ one possibility among maiiy’, and this h's’pothesis 
fads altogether vhen applied to double-struck corns and to 
restriking by’ successive rulers belonging to the same family 
It IS probable that just as ve have special coronation medals 
struck at the time of accession of kmgs at the present tune, 
coins veie similaily restruck in ancient tmies on special occasions 
foi distribution as aims, etc This would explain the presence 
of coins that have been restruck by a luler of the same famdy 
as the one I'^siiing the original com and also of double-struck 
coins bearing the same legend of the same ruler t’wice Tins 
explanation wiU be especially’’ apphcable to those cases in which 
there is no sign of any eflfacement of the origmal stampmg due to 
usage Efifacement of the oiiginal maikmgs, whether as a lesult 
of usage or of any’ other factor, vull very hkely account for 
restriking in a certam percentage of cases as has already been 
stated 

29 Tieaswe Tiote Act in Ancient India The denomma- 
tional values of ancient corns were very hkely m the majority of 
cases greater than their iiitrmsic values If anybody was fortu- 
nate enough m discovermg a hoard of coins bolongmg to a former 
reign m those days the only’ way to utdize the coins profitably 
would be to get them restamped ’with the current legend by the 
State mmt and release them for circulation Meltmg the coins 
would not be a busmess proposal It is mentioned m IManu- 
samluta and IMitaksara that if any person, other than a 
learned brahmin, discovers a hidden treasure, the kmg shall 
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appropnate one-sixth or one-twelfth of the amount A learned 
brahmin discoverer of a hoard may keep the whole of it for 
him self If anybody fails to intimate the discovery of a treasure 
hoard to the State, he shall forfeit the whole of it, and the king 
shall pumsh the discoverer suitably (]\Ianu 8 36 39,]yiitak?ara- 
Vyavaharadliaya 34, 36 ) It is therefore qmte likely that in the 
event of a discovery of a hoard of coins, not current at the time, 
the government would restamp the coins, take a part of the 
same for its own coffers and give the rest to the discoverer 


3 Tbce Aiidhea Kings 

30 ^dialami a Clan Name The names of the Andhra 

XI Clan Name recorded in the puranas and m 

of^dhra Kmgs™^ inscriptions and coins, are worthy of careful 
consideration It is very difficult to get at the 
personal names of these kings We have to take into account 
their clan name The clan name itself shous great vanation 
in different records In the puranas, for instance, we have 
^atikarna, Svatikarna, ^atikami, ^antikama, ^antakami and 
Svuti, apparently all variations of the same name In traditions 
wo come across the names ^atavuhana, i^latavahana, Snta- 
vahana and ^ahvahana In coins and inscnptions v o have Sata, 
Satavuhana, Satakarm, and Svati The ongin of the clan name 
^iitakami, which seems to bo the proper designation, cannot be 
definitely traced The literal meaning of the word is ‘one who has 
handsome cars ’ Both Satakarm and fsatakarpi arc correct forms 
according to this donvation 

31 Origin of the name Satakarm It seems that besides 
the Andhra kings there ivere others uho bore the personal name 
Satakarm There is an aiitlior of this name who uToto a treatise 
on alankara (Satakarm on Alankura quoted by f^ankara Ovf 
1 35f7 Cat alogiis Codicum Sanscnticonim Bibliothecao Bodlcinae 
bj' Aufrccht ) Kfilidasa records the tradition of a rsi of the 
name of Satakarm, Imng soincuhcicon tlie banks of the Godavari 
liefore the time of Rama This sage Aras a very renov ned person 
because of his austcnties (Rgm 13 38-40) It is just possible 
that the Andhra kings claimed their descent from tins famous 
holy man Another tradition traces the name to one Sfitn nr 
Jsiira uho uas a YaLsa and uho became a lion later on This 
Yaksa vas the first Andhra king’s ulhana, i e , bo used to earr\ 
the king about Two other clan or sub clan names occur in 
inscriptions and coins associated Avitli the \ndhr.is, nameh, 
Vijiu'tvakiira and {snalakiira Whether tlic-o two elans nr sub 
elans an identical wnth the ^Sfitakarpi clan or wlirtlirr tliej an 
different cannot be df fimteh statrd (183 ) 
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32 Golra Karnes and ^fafrlarchl/ Bc‘?i(les the clnn name 

ponic of the Andhra kings also bear golra 
of \mll.m K?npr”' "rtHics It appears from (licir gotra designa- 
tions tliat tlicv eaino from matriarchal 
faiinlic« Vats^a^nna in Ins Klmnshtra records that in 
D d^sniripathn mntnnrch\ was the social order ‘I\rut/nlaKulumi- 
^ nrti dakpiiripithe’ (KnnvasnmjiraMikta 3 1) Even at the 
present da\ we find mntriarehv prc\nlenl in southern India 
Tlie gotra names arc all domed from the names of ancient 
rsis and arc used even now both b^ brfdimanas and bv non- 
brahmanas In patriarchal families the gotra name takes the 
male form in male descendants, eg , Gautama Buddha, but in 
matriarehal pneieties since the golra name eonics through the 
mother it tikes a female inflection and then the word ‘pulra’ 
has to bo added to it to make it an appropriate designation for a 
male member, eg , Gaiitamlputra .‘>alakarni, which means that 
Satakami is the son of a woman who belongs to the Gautama 
gotra ]n tlie case of females it is impossible to determine from 
the gotra ninic alone to winch t\pe of family she belongs, eg , 
Gant ami BnlasrI ma\ bo the member of either a matnarchal or a 
patriarchal famiU 

33 Golra Karnes and Pairtarchy In patnarchal families 
the same gotra iiainc is transmitted through successive male 
issues and is a comnion epithet for all members of the same 
dMiaslv whereas in iiinlriarchal societies it changes from father 
to son The father and the son thus ahva'vs belong to dilTercnt 
gotras ns marriage within the same gotra is not allowed bj’’ 
Hindu custom Thus in a mntrinrehal familv, like that of the 
jVndhrns, Gautanilputra f^atakarm’s son can never be a 
Gaiitamlputra but can be a Vusistlnputia, or Mutharlputra or 
Hantlputra The importance of the woman is far greater in a 
matriarchal society than in a patnarchal one, and in royal 
families of the former t^^ic it is not at all uncommon to find 
women associated with State affairs Sometimes the sister’s 
son gets preference over the son in succession to properties m 
matnarchal societies 


31 Uncerlatniy regarding Names It was customary in 


Xin Multiple 
Names Difficulties 
of Identification 


ancient da3's to address a person by his gotra 
name instead of by his personal name, parti- 
cularlj’^ when special honour w^as intended to 
be shown by the addresser The use of 


personal names w as thus limited to intimate circles of relations 
and fnends in the case of kings This is perhaps the reason why 
so much uncertainty ovists regarding the correct names of 
ancient rulers In the different puranas, for instance, the same 
long has been called under such different names as Adhislmakrspa, 
Adinsamakrsna, Adhisomakrsna and Asimakr^na Among the 
Andhra kings the names that seem to be personal are (1) 
Sipraka, Simuka or ^i^uka, (2) Krsija, (3) Pidoma, Pulumavi, 
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Pulumayi, Paluioan or Pulomachi, (4) Ansfcakanna, Nemikrsxia,, 
RiktavarBa or Goraksakrena, (6) Pattalaka or Mandulaka, (6) 
PraviUasena, Putniiasena or Punndrasena, (7) 6ivaSri, (8) 
Yajila^ri, (9) Vijaya, and (10) Candra^ri, Danda^rl, Cada^ri 
or Vada4rl The gotra names found are Gautamiputra, 
Vasisthiputra, Matharl oi Madhariputra and Hantiputra In 
some families it was the custom to designate the son according 
to the motlier’s personal name, e g , Gaunka winch means ‘ son 
of Gann’, Yasomatika meaning ‘the son of Yasomati etc 

35 Same Name for different Kings Tlie clan and gotra 
names combined were often considered enough to designate any 
particular king Sometimes only the clan name or the gotra 
name has been mentioned so that an identification becomes 
still more problematic Almost aU the Andhra kmgs could be 
designated as Satakami and certainly more than one could call 
himself Gautamiputra f^atakarm To add to the confusion 
several kings vith identical personal names are to be found m 
the Andhra dynasty There are at least three Pulumavis or 
Pulomas among Andhra kings Thus there may be more than 
one Vasisthiputra Pulumavi Then again it was common in 
ancient India in royal famihes for the same senes of names to 
be repeated for the father and the sons at intervals of several 
generations According to the Vispupurapa Panksit I and 
Panksit H had sons with identical names, viz , Janamejaya, 
Srutasena, Ugrasena and Bhrmasena We have the same state 
of affairs in England also There are four Wilhams, six Georges, 
eight Edwards and eight Hermes among forty English kings 
Supposing that defimtely dated records were absent it would be 
a problem for the historian of the future to deterrmne vho was 
who from names only (71, 72, 76 ) We are expenencing the 
same difficulty with reference to the past Andhra dynasty 

36 Nicknames indicating Bodily Peculiarities Identifica- 

tion has been rendered still more difficult by 
presence of more than one name for one 

king and of mcknames of royal personages 
Some Andhra kings are known only by them mcknames Tlie 
thmd puramc Andhra kmg has the name Sn Mallakarm accordmg 
to the Matsyapurapa This appears to be a mckname and it 
means ‘the royal one with the (twisted) ears of an athlete’ 
The fourth king has the name Purnotsanga meamng ‘the one 
with a fall haunch’ The fifth kmg, according to the Hall 
manuscript, has the name Skandhastambhi meamng the stiff 
shouldered ’ The seventh kmg has the name Lambodar meanmg 
‘the long bellied’ The eighth kmg, it appears, bore two nick- 
names, VIZ , Dwibilaka and Apitaka Tlie first means ‘one 
two (promment nasal) holes’ and the second ‘the fat one ^1 
these names refer to some bodily pecuhanties of the kmgs If 
we are to credit the mcknames with any significance we may 
infer that the Andhra stock vas well-bmlt and had big mascula- 
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turc and that the kings were dcAoted to wrestling and athletic 
e\crciso^ Sonic coloni is lent to this supposition by the des- 
cription of personal features of King GautamTputra to be found 
in the Xasik luserijition of his mother (Is 1123) (Transcript m 
bg Vol X^ 1, p o60 ) The relevant lines arc as folloMS 
‘Paliiuina end i luadala sasiriKn pnadnsanasa vara\arana 
Mkaimc inn ik luiasa bhujagapnti bhoga pTiiabata bipiila diglia 
Mida [ra] bhujasa This means ‘nliosc appearance has the 
grace of full lunar circle, mIiosc gait is ns pleasing as that of the 
noblest elephant, nhosc arms arc as muscular, rounded, massive, 
loner and beautiful as the bod\ of the king of serpents ’ 

37 Arltshc icAa^iars The jest of irieveiential nicknames 
seems to haae pursued the first eight kinrrs after which the names 
become more respectable and e\en artistic Among the later 
kinrrs we haae such names as Kuntala meaning ‘lock of liair’, 
Sundira ‘the fair one , Cakora oi ‘Greek partndge’, Yajiia^ri 
or ‘the sacrificial grice and Caiidrn^rl or ‘the beaut's of the 
moon ( aiidnSrl has aKo been called VadasrI or ‘the grace 
of discoiir-c The names Sakti^ri and Vcdasil have been found 
in an inscription thev mean ‘the grace oi beaiitj of stiengtli’ 
and ‘the giaec of the Veda lespcetively 

3vS Fahr Idrntifical}on<^ In mow of the welter of clan, 
gotia and uickiiaiues and paucity of personal names of Andhra 
kings and in \ic\\ of the fact that difTcrent kings sometimes boro 
the same name and the same king man\ diiTcrent names, it is 
e\lremelv hazardous to etfect a coneordance between the two 
senes of data as found in the puranas on the one hand and in 
inscriptioii'5 and coins on the other As I ha\c nlrcad\ jiointod 
out, it IS acM difficult and often impossible to saa who is who 
in the absence of dates on the taao sides and the clianecs of 
mistaken identita are vcr> gieat I shall point out present la 
that such false identifications haae actiialla been made in the 
working out of Andhra Instoiy ba" model ii scholar^ 

39 Defects in Purantc Time Records It is ireiieralla 
believed that the puranas, although thea,hkca modern liistoru il 
avork, mention regnal a ears of kings and the total periods of ri laii 
of the different djmasties and the order of their succe-'.ioii aie 
not eiitirela'^ trustaa^oitha', then again the piinlnas do not niord 
any specific date in terms of ana era There cm therefore h(« 
no absolute point of reference-time on the piiranic sale 'J’lie 
inscriptions enable us to fiv the tunc of three of the Aiidhr’i kiiiy. 
at least, viz, Satakarni, Gautanilpiitra ^’atakariii aid \"isi‘,thT- 
putra Pulumavi Thus there exists a sort ofabsoluti linn stale 
on the iiiscriptional side but none on the puruiie ^idc This 
state of affairs naturally makes it difficult for Us (o corn late the 
two senes of data and chances of mist iken idciitita cannot 
be eliminated 
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4 Andhea Time Recoeds 

40 InscnpUonal and Puranic Regnal Years I shall con- 

XV Andhra peculiarities of the inscnp- 

Tune Records tional A n dh r a tune records before I take up 

the problem of puramc time reference with 
regard, to the same dynasty None of the inscnptional records of 
Andhra sovereigns bear any time reference in terms of any era 
They mention only the regnal years of mdividual kmgs There 
IS a discrepancy between puramc and inscnptional accounts 
of regnal penods in the case of some of the kmgs and on the 
strength of this the puramc accoimt has been declared untrust- 
worthy (Cca p XXX ) I should like to point out certam 
fallacies m this connection First, the identification may have 
been wrong , secondly, we should always keep in mind the pro- 
babihty of some of the Andlira kings’ actmg as provmcial 
governors before they came to occupy the impenal throne In 
such an eventuahty the penod of governorship and the period of 
overlordship bemg contmuous would be taken together and the 
regnal years mentioned m mscnptions u ould have to be counted 
from the time of the beginmng of provincial governorship 
There is evidence to show that Vasisthiputra Pulumavi reigned 
in the capacity of a provincial governor simultaneously vith 
his father Gautamiputra ^atakarm (DRB Dekkan of the 
^atavahana Penod ]ia June 1918 p 162 See also 161 ) 
While mscnptions are likely to record the conjoint regnal period 
of Pulumavi the puranas mention only the duration of his sub- 
sequent overlorddiip or actual reign as emperor as they are 
mainly concerned in recording the turn of events from the 
impenal standpoint 

41 Regnal Years and Provincial Governorshij) Since the 
title ‘raja ’ was very likely associated with provincial governorship 
any inscnption or coin legend bearing that title conjoiiitl}’^ with 
the royal prefix ‘firl’ would mdicatc that it vas executed during 
the penod of provincial reign of the pnnee In the case of 
YajfiaSrl of the puranas, about whose identification Avith 
Gautamiputra Sviimi 6ri Yajfia ^utaknrni of the mscnptions not 
much doubt exists, the puranas record a regnal penod of nine 
years onl}', while we find from mscnptions that he reigned foi 
at least twenty-seven years A long penod of jirovincial rule 
was not likely to be followed bv another long penod of imperial 
reign except m the case of a pnnee who happened to have niled 
ns a minor imder the gurdianslnp of Bomcbod\ else during his 
governorship If we assume that \ajiia6rl had been aproAincial 
nilcr before he became a king and that the inse nption nienfioninc 
the 27tli year of his reign (Cca p In) was incised diinnc tlm 
jicnod wo can get the tolal penod of Yajfia^rT’s reign b\ addinji 
the minimum of 27 vears as gOAornor to 9 a ears ns an im^nal 
niler ns mentioned m the puninns There is thf other possilnlitA 
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that the inscription was carved while Ya]6a^rl was an imperial 
ruler, this would give a minimum of 18 years as the period of 
his provincial reign The large variety of the coins that Yajfia^ri 
struck 18 , from this standpomt, to be considered as a corro- 
borative evidence of his long period of provmcial governorship 
at different places As mentioned before, no com of Yajfia^ri 
IS to be expected for the period of his reign as the paramount 
lord I have not mentioned the case of other kings as I shall 
show that considerable uncertamty exists regardmg their identity 
In view of the possibihties mentioned here it will not be justifiable 
to discredit the puramc account of regnal period of any king 
solely on the ground of its discrepancy with the mscnptional 
data 

42 Use of the Saha Era by Satraps Although prmces of 
the royal blood of the Andhra dynasty do not 
sSips mention any era m mscnptions the western 

satraps mostly record tune m terms of the 
6aka year which begins m 78 A D In fact it is them use of this 
known era and the contemporaneity of some of them with 
certam Andhra kin gs as found m inscriptions that have enabled 
the modem scholar to detemune the dates that form ‘the whole 
foundation of the later Andhra chronology’ None of the 
great imperial rulers of old seem to have used any era that might 
have been current m them tunes Each one of them dated his 
lecords m terms of his own regnal years It was only the satraps 
or the provmcial governors outside the royal family irho used a 
common era Whenever we come across any tune record m 
terms of regnal years of any person the presumption would be 
that he was an mdependent raler or a prmce of the royal blood 
who aspmed to be an mdependent kmg some day The use of a 
common era hke the ^aka era, particularly m the absence of any 
reckonmg of regnal penod, by any person would be, on the 
contrary, a presumptive evidence m favour of his subordmate 
position The western satraps of the Andhra penod who used the 
^aka era m them records never called themselves ‘maharajas' 
nor did they use the honorific m connection with them 
names The only exception seems to be Svami-Simhasena whose 
com legend reads ‘Maharaja-Ksatrapa-Svami-Simhasenasva ’ 

(Cca p 190 ) The ‘maharaja ’ seems to have been a title of 
courtesy here conferred by the paramount power The associa- 
tion of the epithet ‘ksatrapa ’ with ‘maharaja ’ proves that his 
was a subordmate position No independent ruler would dehsbt 
m usmg an epithet like ‘ksatrapa ’ which unphes dependent 
Smnhasena was not m the direct line of Eudradaman IT 
latter bemg his maternal grandfather It is hfcelv rii' 
Sunhasena’s father was an Andhra prmce This snpposin" 
explain the use of the title of maiiraji br him Isvaidsrff 

ousted othei satraps and became a mahaLsatrapa 
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regnal years m his coins (Cca p 124 ) Perhaps he had an 
ambition to rule as an independent sovereign or, as is more hicely, 
he belonged to an Andhra royal sub-clan (183 ) 

43 Royal Princes itho did not succeed to the Throne It 
18 lughly improbable that all pnnces of the royal blood vho bad 
served their provincial governorship would be fortunate enough 
to ascend the unpenal thi one Death, disease, intrigue and more 
poiinrful rivals might conceivably interrupt a career Under 
these circumstances one would expect to find inscriptions with 
legends showing the epithets ‘raja’ and ‘6ri’ and time records in 
regnal years without being able to assign the person concerned 
a place m the list of imperial lulers Such a case appears to 
have been that of Catarapana The inscription mentiomng 
his name at Nanaghat shows the legend ‘Rano Vasistluputra 
Catarapana-Satakamsa’ dated in the year 13 (Is 1120, Cca 
pp xJi, hi ) There is no doubt that he belonged to the royal 
Satakarm clan and ruled over some temtory, yet he cannot be 
given a place with any degree of certamty m the hst of Andhra 
kmgs Very hkely the same fate as that of Catarapana overtook 
Mahahaku^n of the Nasik mscnptions (Is 1117, 1141 , Cca 
pp xx, xlvi ) 

44 Minting of Coins by small Independent States Only in 
the case of big empires with a well-organized system of provincial 
governors would one expect the absence of unpenal corns minted 
by the central government Where the independent ruler 
controlled a comparatively small temtory he would naturally 
strike corns m his own name, mention his oivn regnal penods and 
would perhaps use an era started by himself or by one of his 
lUustnous ancestors In an mscnption by Dahrasena, son of 
Indradatta, we find mention of an era (Tradcutaka) and the 
legend ‘Maharajendradattaputra Parama-Vai^nava J^ri-Maharaja 
Dahrasena’ (Cca p 198 ) Here we find the association of 
‘^ri’ with ‘maharaja’ , there is no mention of his being a ksatrapa 
or a provincial ruler under a paramount power He used an 
era perhaps started by some of his ancestors as it mentions the 
year 207 The obvious conclusion is that Dahrasena must 
have been an independent kmg directly ruling over a temtory 
without the help of provincial governors and issumg coins in 
his own name and recordmg time in terms of a family era and 
regnal penods 

45 Western Satraps mere Feudatories of the Kvsdnas Tlio 

western satraps who belonged to the family 
X}TI Thcorj^ of Castana used the Saka era Very likely 
Ku|a^ Ongin of Ksaharatas belonging to the family of 
^ ^ ISTahapana also did the same, there is hoirever 

some doubt on this point (RDB jras 1017 ) Rapson vntes 
‘that the dates of the western k^atrapas are actually recorded in 
years of the !§aka era, beginmng in 78 AD, there can be no 
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pos‘=iblc doubt The quc'ition of the ongm of tlusei.i lu»s, tiu'u- 
fore, an im])ortnnt bennng on the llIstOI^ of this d^nast^ Th(> 
titles “ ksatinpi and “ niahaks'itiap i ' ccitainh show (hat tlu' 
western ksatrapas were oiiginalh fcudatoiies, and (he eia iisid 
b^ them IS prcsinnabh , as is rcgnlaih the ca^c in similar ins( am t s, 
the era of the (hnast\ to whuli t)ie> paid jdh'giaiiK Until 
recent ^c^rs Ferguscon s (heoi\ lint (lie Salia tra was founded 
bv Kaniska was more gcneralh accepted tluin an\ othci , but a 
host of rival (hcoiics hn\c since been jirojiosed, and j( i innot 
be said that at the jiresont time there n an\ geiieial consen-iis on 
this subject among scholais One of the main objection-' brought 
against Fergusson s theor\ was that K iniska was not a tsiki 
but a Kusana , but tins objection n not insuperable if the s. 
tion just made maa be entertained, i iz , that the vatiic of the on 
which is not found in imcriptions, until after tin power of the 
western ksatripas had been well cstablnhed, imn line las r 
denved from the kings who ined it rather tlian from the kin„ 
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some Kueana king rests only on the fact that there existed a 
powerful Kueana empire at the time of the epoch of the era 
There is no mdependent evidence to show that either Kadphises II 
or Kani^ka ascended the throne exactly in 78 A D or that there 
was some special Ku^na event that might account for the 
foundation of the era On the other hand if we consider (i) 
the close affimty of the Andhra coins with those of the western 
satraps an affimty that made Rapson consider the tv o senes of 
coins together m his book, and (u) the sigmficance of the name 
Sahvahana which is inseparably associated with the 6aka era 
m Indian tradition, we are led to the admission that m all pro- 
babihty the era was started by an Andhra or a l^ahvahana long 
I shall pomt out other arguments m support of this view later 
on (161, 166, 167 ) 

49 DifficvUies in accepting Theory of Eusana Origin of 
Saka Era On the supposition that Kadphases 11 founded the 
Saka era it is difficult to understand why Kam^a, his immediate 
successor to the throne, and belonging to the same faimly, 
should have thought of starting another era of his own 
Admittmg that Kamska did start an era, it wiU be difficult to 
explain the continued use of the t§aka era even durmg Kani$ka’s 
time by the western satraps who are supposed to have been 
under him Therefore probably either Kam^ka did not start 
an era or the western satraps were not under him It may be 
that both the above propositions, mz , that (i) neither Kaniska 
founded an era, (u) nor the western satraps were under him, 
are true If it can be proved that the Andhras started the ^aka 
era and that the Kusanas dated then records m terms of it, it 
will have to be admitted that the latter were m all probability 
subordinates to the former Both the western satraps and the 
Kufanas would then have to be considered feudatones to the 
same sovereign power, namely, the Andhras The purapas 
do not mention the Kusanas which they presumably would 
have done had the Kusana power been a paramount one for any 
length of time The Andhras are the only paramount rulers of 
this period accordmg to the purapas 

50 Significance of Defeat of Pulumam by Bndradaman 
There is a fact in this connection that is 


XVnr Budra- significant as throwing some hght on the 

daman and Pulu- gf the western satraps during the 

Andhra period Budradaman I boasts m an 
inscription (Is 965) of havmg defeated the lord of Dak?mapatha 
twice m fair fight The defeated ruler was very likely Vasisthi- 
putra Pulumavi Budradaman spared his life because he was a 
near relation (son-m-law) What seems very pecuhar is that 
Budradaman did not seize any of these two opportunities tn 
dispossess his son-m-law and to usurp the Andhra emperors 
crown He could have easily made his son-m-law a feudatory 
under him and with the enhanced resources at his command 
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coxild have defied the paramount power to whom he was a satrap 
at the tune The fact that he did nothing of the sort but meekly 
continued m the position of a glonfied servant, viz , that of a 
mahaksatiapa and even boasted about it is to be best explamed 
on the supposition that both he and his son-m-law were tributaries 
to the same sovereign power, mz , Gautamiputra Gautamiputra 
hved tdl 130 A D (Table IV), the fight took place before tins 
date For reasons which I have already discussed before, it 
can be assumed that the paramount power would not mterfere 
m a struggle between two of its provincial rulers Although 
Rudradaman was victorious over his son-m-law who was pre- 
sumably a provmcial ruler at the tune of the fight, he dared not 
defy the unpenal power He did not usurp the throne of the 
Andhras because the paramount Andhra power remained uncon- 
quered, it also remamed mdifferent, presumably it contmued 
to receive its dues from mahaksatrapa Rudradaman Had 
Rudradaman been a Kusana satrap, his new acqmsitions of 
victory would have meant a loss of revenue to the paramount 
Andhra power whose representative was the defeated son-m-law 
of Rudradaman The paramount power would certainly have 
interfered m such a contingency It was not overthrown, nor 
did it fight Rudradaman The frequent shuflhng of temtones 
from the Satakamis to the western satraps and vice versa (Cca 
pp CSX, cxxi), that forms an mterestmg problem of Andhra 
history, is satisfactorily explamed on the supposition that m 
most cases it was a change m provmcial governorship only and 
did not afiect the central power m any way 

6 Efigeaphio EviDEfrcE 

51 Caution in admitting Epigraphic Evidence In fixing 
the tune of the mscnptions referring to the 
, Andhra kmgs epigraphic evidence has been 

requ,at.oned to a great extoot It ai 
weU known that the form and other charac- 
teristics of the alphabet change m the course of time and 
epigraphists have sought to determme the rate of these changes 
and thus to fix the tune of an undated inscription starting firom 
the form of letters of a known date The rehabflity of any 
epigraphic evidence should be veiy carefoUv considered before 
it IS t^en as final Unfortunately histoncal scholars have not 
always been very critical about then* judgment of epigraphic 
findmg and they have often placed an undue amount of rehance 
on it as I shall presently show 

62 Changes in the Brahml Script Xo Established Laic of 
Change In cases of the dated corns of western Eatrap=: the changes 
through which the forms of the Rrnhini alphabet passed during 
the Andhra penod ‘may often be traced with great chronolorica: 
accuracy (Cca p xm) so that it is possible for epigraphists 
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say that so inticli cliange 1ms occuircd in so innn^' j'cais There 
IS nothing to say against such nsscitions , they aio mere statements 
of facts When, Jiowcvcr, it comes to a consideration of the 
problem fiom the opposite angle, ? c , mIicu one has to the 
date of an insciiption fiom the natuie of the deviations that 
have occnircd fiom a known standard of a known peiiod, the 
matter becomes quite different Tlicie aie so many factois’that 
go to dcteimmc the type of the alplmbct or writing in an insenp- 
tion that any definite statement becomes an impossibility One 
must have established laws of change supported by propei 
cndoncc bofoie one can Im/ard an opinion For example, it is 
one thing to say that a jiaiticulnr tiain has taken so much time 
to cover so much distance and quite anothei to sa 3 " on the 
basis of the above fact that since so much distance has been 
covered by anothei tiam it must ha^c taken so much time, 
theie are unknowm penods of stoppage and other disturbing 
factois on the way m the absence of knowledge of wdiicli no 
prediction can be consideied reliable The margin of error 
maj'^ be so great as to render all conclusions valueless 

63 Matgm of Error Vagueness m Indication Statis- 
ticians ahvays consider the questions of piobable error and 
standard deviation before thej’- put their leliance on any figure 
arnved at bj' such methods as desenbed above It is true that 
epigiaphists often qiiahfj’' their estmiates by saying that such 
and such a date is conect ‘wathin a margm of not more than a 
hundred years ’ but when it comes to a piactical apphcation tlie 
‘margin’ is very often forgotten and statements and conclusions 
assume a defimto chaiacter for which there is no warrant Then 
again there is no objective scientific standard for detenmning 
the ‘inaigm’ Every individual worker makes his own guess 
and the different guesses var 3 >' ividely fiom one another The 
vagueness that characterizes the assertions of historians in this 
matter is to be seen further in their way of statement of the 
‘margm’ of error They do not usually mdicate the direction of 
enor so that it is difficult to understand wdiat is actually meant 
by such expressions as ‘maigin of enor of a hundred years’ 
Does it mean that the date might be wide of the mark in each 
direction by a hundred years so that an inscription for which an 
epigraphic estimate fixes the tune at, say, 160 A D nught have 
been actually executed at any time betw een 60 A D and 260 
A D or does it mean that the actual date would be somewheie 
between 100 A D and 200 A D ? All confusion might be avoided 
if the amount of possible error and deviation is stated as a plus- 
minus quantity so that 150 AD ±100 years would mean that 
the date may vary within the limits 50 A D and 250 A D 

64 Dijfeience of Opinion The foUowmg quotations from 
the wntings of recognized historical authonties will serve to 
illustrate the wide difference of opmion that exists among scholars 
in regard to epigraphic evidence Eefemng to the Hatigumpha 
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inscription, the date of nhich is the keystone of modern Andhra 
chronology, 

64 (1) Jayasital Jayaswal says ‘The characters 
which are Northern Brahml have been already discussed by 
Bidder It is sufficient to say that they are regarded by him to 
belong to about 160 B C The historj’^ of development of the 
Brahml letters from the third centurj’- B C to the first century 
AC IS so Avell known to the Indian epigraphist that the age of an 
luscnptiou faffing in that peiiod could bo defimtely fixed witlun 
an ambit of 30 years or so ’ (jbors III Hatigumpha Inscnption 
of the Emperor Kharavela ji 42S ) 

64 (2) Chanda Speaking of the same inscnption 
Eamaprasad Chanda imtes ‘ But the wide difference m form 
between the alphabet of the edicts of Asoka on the one hand 
and that of the Hatlugumpha inscnption on the other, already 
noted by Bhagabanlal, renders the estimate of Kharavela’s 
date qiute untenable’ Chanda proceeds to discuss the pomts 
of difference and says ‘Therefore Satakami mentioned m the 
Hatlugumpha inscription should also be identified with ^atakarpi 
n whose reign may be tentatively’- dated between 76-20 B C ’ 
(Date of Kharavela pa Nov 1919 pp 216, 216 ) According 
to Chanda therefore Buhler’s epigrapluc estimate is -wrong by 
100 years 

66 Bhagvanlal. Indrap Discussing the Nasik insonptions 
of the Andhra penod in Bombay Gazetteer, Vol XVI, 1883, 
p 607, Bhagvanlal ivntes ‘If these considerations are kept 
m view for the whole of India, from the forms of the letters the 
dates of mscnptions can bo determined withm a margm of not 
more than a hundred years ’ 

66 Rapson Referring to one of the Bhilsa Topes 
mscnptions (Sanchi, No 1, Is 346) which contains the name 
^ri Satakarm Rapson writes ‘He must, in accordance with the 
epigraphical evidence as mterpreted by Buhler, be placed early 
m the dynasty Buhler, mdeed, proposed to identify him -with 
the 6ri Satakarni of the Nanaghat and Hathigumpha mscnptions, 
on the ground that the alphabet of the Bhilsa inscnption showed 
similar characteristics On the whole, it appears more 

probable that Bohler was mistaken m assigning so early a date 
to this inscription, and that this kin g [Vasisthiputra] ^rl Satakanji 
IS to be identified -with one of several ^atakarRis who appear 
later m the puramc lists ’ (Coa p xxiv ) The date of 
Satakanp of the Hhtigumpha inscnption is supposed to be 168 
B C and the dates of the later ^atokarips, with one of whom 
Rapson proposes to identify the ^atakariji of the Bhilsa msonp- 
tion, would be any time from, say, 76 A D to 266 A D when 
the Andhra dynasty is supposed to have come to an end Rapson 
IS mchned to asenbe the Bhilsa inscnption to Vdivayakura who, 
according to him, may be identified with any among king s No 19, 
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No 20 and No 21 <Cca pp xxvn, xxvni) Thus according to 
Rapson Bahler’s epigraplno estimate goes -wide of the mark by 
about 260 years 

67 Bapson on Epigraphy 08 applied to Coins Indiscussmg 
the discrepancy between com and other inscnptional evidence 
in regard to Cutukulananda Rapson remarks ‘From the epi- 
graphical pomt of view the coins seem to be older than the inscrip- 
tions, but it must always be borne m mind that the evidence of 
epigraphy as apphed to coins is at present very uncertam if 
this view be correct, the coins would be two or three centimes 
earher than the inscnptions ’ (Cca p Isxxv ) 

68 Different Readings The uncertainty that attaches to 
the epigraphic evidence of dates is often comphcated by other 
factors The same mscnption is often read differently by 
different scholars Taking the Hatigumpha Kharavele msonp- 
tion as an example not only did different scholars give different 
readings of this mscnption at different times but even now, when 
good facsimiles are available, there is no consensus on this 
subject While Bhagvanlal, Jayaswal, Banerji, Rapson and 
others are of opmion that the mscnption is dated m terms of 
Munya era. Fleet, Luders and others who have followed them 
think that there is no mention of date m this mscnption (The 
Hatigumpha Inscnption J F Fleet jras 1910 p 826, Is 
1346 ) Numerous other pomts of difference m readmg by 
different workers are to be found m regard to this mscnption 
In inscnptional and com legends of western satraps the same 
name has been read as ‘ Ghsamotika ’ by some and as ‘ Ysamotika ’ 
by others (c/ Rapson and Bhandarkar) Epigraphical know- 
ledge could not prevent scholars from coming to different opmions 
even m such an elementary matter as readmg a double letter 
All these considerations would justify the rejection of epigraphic 
‘evidence’ when it comes mto conflict with weU-supported 
conclusions from other sources 

69 Persistence of Old Forms oj Writing Certain possible 

fallacies m connection with epigrapluc 
XX Fallacies ©yidenco remam yet to be mentioned It is a 
m Epigraphic Evi- ©f everyday observation, m Calcutta 

at least, that house mottoes are mscnbed by 
lUiterate masons m letters the forms of which have been handed 
down to them by their forefathers One thus comes across a 
legend m comparatively old type of letters but executed quite 
recently In State affairs archaic types of writing are likely 
to persist for a considerable time oven when modem forms are 
current A reference to hand-wntten legal documents of the 
present day will afford ample proof m support of the above 
statement In Nasik caves senes of inscnptions are found 
belongmg to different Andhra penods but smee they are all 
distnbuted about the same place the engraver of the later penod 
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might conceivably have copied the style of wnting of his 
predecessors 

60 Futility of Epigraphic Evidence The utter futdity of 
epigraphic evidence ivill be seen from the following quotations 
from Archfeological Survey of Western India, Vol V BOhler 
ivrites ‘Thirdly, it must be conceded that the characters of the 
Nanaghat inscnptions belong to penod antenor by about 100 
years to that of the edicts of Gautamiputra ^atakarm I and his 
son Vasisthiputra Pulumayi’ (p 66) ‘Hence the begiiming 
of the Elshatrapa era falls about the middle of the first century 
B C , and the reign of Gotamiputa Satakanji I, who destroyed 
Nahapana’s power, a httle earher’ (p 73) ‘Kanha’s Nasik 
inscnptions belong to the first half of the second century 
B C , re, were mcised between 200-160 B C It agrees with 
this estimate that the differences between the characters of 
Gautamiputra Satakarm and those of the Nanaghat documents 
are such that it is not possible to place them, as Pandit Bhagvanlal 
has also seen, at a distance of more than about 100 years’ 
(p 73) While Buhler defimtely places Gautamiputra i§atakarBi 
a httle earher than 60 B C other scholars hke Rapson and Smith 
have as defimtel}’’ assigned to him a date as late as 106-130 A D 
Epigraphic evidence has thus been entuely overthrown It 
IS interestmg to note that epigraphic location m tune has in 
this case gone astray bj"- more than 160 years, a penod long 
enough to condemn epigraphy as a false guide to the determina- 
tion of a dynastic chronology 

61 Rrs'Ls of relying on Epigraphic Evidence It is not my 
contention that epigraphic considerations should be altogether 
excluded from ancient Indian histoncal research What I 
want to emphasize is that extreme care should be taken to admit 
epigraphic evidence as it stands today m chronological determina- 
tions When one finds that on the basis of a mere similarity m 
names, and that though the name is none too exclusive, the 
two Satakarnis of the Hatigumpha and Nanaghat msonptions 
have been regarded as the same person and further they have 
been sought to be identified with the thud Andhra kmg called 
Sri Satakarm m some of the puraqas, one naturally wonders 
what could have led expenenced mdologists to support such 
weak arguments Our surprise becomes all the greater when we 
find further that the name of the thud Andhra king is given as 
Sri Satakanii only m those puraBas m which the dynastic hst 
IS obviously mcomplete so that the true position of the kmg 
remains a matter of doubt Further, this doubt leads to the 
suspicion that an error has been committed when we find that 
m the more complete hst m the Matsyapuraija the thud name is 
SrimaUakarm and not Sri Satakarm? and that when the different 
puramo lists are collated it is seen that it is the sixth kmg and 
not the thud whom the purauas mean to designate specificaUy 
by the name Satakarm It appears that histoncal scholars who 
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goiiorfllly strflui at a gnat have swallowed a whole camel in this 
instance The reason is not far to seek Epigraphists have told 
us that tho Hatiguinpha and the Nanaghat inscnptions belong 
to tho same period and that these along with tho Nasik inscription 
of king Kanha, vhose name appeals ns second in tho puranic 
list, should bo assigned to ‘the times of tho last Mauryas or the 
earliest Sungas in tho beginmng of the second century B C ’ 
(BQhlcr, Cca p ix ) Once this vas admitted it vas easy to 
accept all tho arguments mentioned above in spite of their 
extremely veak character TIus was naturally followed by the 
identification of Gautamiputra ^rl Satakarm of tho Nasde 
inscnptions mth tho twenty-third long Gautamiputra of the 
purupas Tho name Gautamiputra agam is not an exclusive 
one and might conceivably be applied m conjunction with Sri 
Satakarm to more than one Andhra king It is on such a weak 
foundation that the whole structure of modem Andhra chronologj'^ 
has been built up Epigraphic considerations form its mam 
prop, the illusory strength of which makes us forget the extreme 
weakness and mscounty of tho foundation I shall presently 
rUustrato by a hypothetical example from English history the 
risks and pitfaUs of the methods that have been employed by 
modern scholars in the elucidation of Andhra history 


6 Two Geoups of Data 

62 Correlation of Puranic and Inscnptional Data There 
are two different groups of available data for 
^ ° workmg out the lustory of the Andhras, viz , 

Q^ps of Ancmra puramc records, and (2) the objective 

matenalsm the shape of coins and inscnptions 
These data may be called the special data without which no 
connected account of the Andhras can be biult up The two senes 
when properly correlated become complementary to each other 
Eor instance, from the inscnptional and com records discovered 
up to date we would never have known without the help of the 
purapas that the kmgs Simuka, Gautamiputra Satakanji and the 
others classed with them belonged to the Andhra dynasty On 
the other hand the purapaa do not mention atiythmg about the 
exploits of Gautamiputra or of his relation with the western 
satraps Literary reference to the Andhras whether mdigenous 
or foreign and tradition, if any, should be considered as extern^ 
evidence which may support or go against conclusions derived 
from either of the two special sources mentioned above It 
should be noticed that the puranas alone make a pomt of Pre- 
senting a histoncal and connected dynastic list, aU other date 
are ^rely mcidental m the sense that they are not the products 
of an intention to preserve history The function of the histormn 
IS, as I have already said, to correlate the different data available 
from different sources By the correlation of puramc and 
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inscnptional date in the case of the Andliras is meant, pnmardy, 
the estabhshment of identity between kings mentioned in the 
puramc hst on the one hand and those mentioned in inscnptions 
on the other For the purpose of this discussion I propose to 
include com records under mscnptional data The task of 
correlation is an extremely difficult one, much more difficult 
than has been generally supposed As there are so many pitfalls 
to avoid m this matter it will be desirable to consider certam 
broad pnnciples before proceedmg to the actual task of iden- 
tification or of cnticism of the results amved at by modem 
scholars 


63 The Fourfold Basis of Identity Identity of Names 

Identity of a puramc knag with one men- 
XXn Canons tioned m the inscription may be established 
Identity basis of one or more of four different 

factors, mz , (i) identity of names, (n) iden- 
tity of mcidents, (m) identity of dates, and (iv) identity of 
places I shall consider them one by one When any name 
in an mscription is found to be identical, either in its entirety or 
in one or more of its components, with a puramc name m the 
d3mastic hst, there is the probabdity that the two kings are 
identical Of the two names, one may be a corrupt or a Praknta 
form while the other a Sanskntic one, e g , ‘king Kanha of the 
Satavahana race’ of the mscnption has been identified with 
‘Krsna’ the second kmg m the puramc hst Needless to say 
that the identity estabhshed on the basis of a mere smidanty of 
names rests on a very insecure foundation, particularly m the 
case of kmgs of ancient India There have been so many persons 
belongmg to the same or different dynasties bearing the same 
name that the risks of error m identification are very great A 
dated mscnption showing the name Surendranath Banerji, for 
instance, may not at aU be connected with the famous Bengah 
orator of that name, and however great the temptation of a 
future histonan of Bengal may be to identify one with the other 
it wiU be obviously absurd to do so The warrung m this matter 
cannot be too often repeated, as a mere similanty m names 
unsupported by other reliable considerations has sometimes been 
considered sufficient to establish an identity The identification 
of ^atakanji of the Hatigumpha inscription with the third king 
in the puramc hst is an illustration in pomt 

64 Identity of Incidents Identity of mcidents may 
suggest an identity of persons For instance, if it is found m 
one senes of data that a certam person was anomted kmg while 
yet a minor and was killed before attaining majonty and m the 
other senes it is found that a king of such and such a name 
ascended the throne as a nunor and was killed immediately 
afterwards, there would be some grounds for supposmg, even m 
the absence of any name m the first senes, that the two persons 
are identical Here agam it should be remembered that history 
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has the cunous knack of repeating itself in royal families, and 
simiJanty of incidents may he a false gmde altogether 

66 Identity of Dates and of Places The strongest basis for 

identification is the concord of dates between the puramc and 
the inscnptional senes If independent time records exist on 
both sides and if there is an agreement between the dates, we 
shall have found the safest basis for identity If, for instance, 
puramc records independently show that king !§rT ^atakami 
flounshed about 100 A D and if we find m dated mscnptions 
that king Gautamiputra Satakami existed about the same penod, 
then that will be a strong positive evidence of identity of the two 
persons provided, of course, they can both be located in the 
same province as well When the dates and localization agree 
but the kingly names differ, chances are, provided there is no 
evidence to the contraiy, that the names belong to the same 
person The other possibihty that we have to keep m mind in 
such a case is that of joint reign over the same temtory by the ^ 
two persons, this must be a rare occurrence Tlie most perfect 
evidence of identity would be a fourfold agreement m tune, 
place, name and mcident It is only seldom that such complete 
proof can be obtamed 

66 Disagreemeni between Puramc and Inscnptional Records 

Supposing that after an identity has been 
ing^^Pu^^io established beyond dispute, we find a dis- 
Acoounts agreement between the pnramc statement 

and the inscnptional record, the natural 
presumption would be that the latter gives the correct account 
Inscnptions are certainly more rehable than written records like 
the purapas that have been repeatedly transenbed and handed 
down from generation to generation There is just the possibUity, 
however, that an msonption might give the wrong version of 
the story There is nothing to prevent a king from recordmg 
exaggerated and false accounts of his exploits Such foible is 
only human Commg to recent tunes, it may be pointed out that 
the truth of the statements recorded m the Black Hole monument 
m Calcutta has been seriously challenged by honest historians 

67 Puramc Statements should not be amended The 
tendency to discredit a puramc account simply because of its 
disagreement with deductions possibly of uncertam value drawn 
from inscnptional evidence is to be strongly deprecated No 
one should alter or amend a puramc statement to smt his own 
ideas One may, for example, certainly reject altogether the 
puramc account that 6i§uka the first Andhra kmg killed 
Sufiarmap the last Kapva, but one runs the nsk of committing 
a grave error m sphttmg up the statement and then accepting 
the first portion of it only and ascnbmg the act of murder to a 
later king A particular puramc statement can only be modified 
by collation of different readings m the different purapas or 
on the ground of mternal mconsistency, even then such an 
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alteration is a nsky procedure as different purapas may have 
given different versions of the same mcident and mere coUation 
of different manuscripts vtH not enable us to arrive at the 
truth The Mahabharata, for instance, gives two different 
dynastic hsts of the Purus m two successive chapters (Adi 94 
and 96 ) These are obviously different versions preserved by the 
sutas or ohromclers The puramc and the inscnptional data 
should of course be critically exammed individually and mde- 
pendently of each other before any attempt at correlation is made 
Disregard of this rule may le^ to trouble As soon as we 
correct puramc statements on the strength of inscriptional 
evidence and vice versa, the two senes of data cease to be com- 
plementary to each other, and if after having made such correc- 
tions we proceed to draw conclusions from the jomt senes of 
amended matenal, mistakes and artefacts are mevitable 

68 Hypothetical English Purdna The following hypo- 
thetical example from Enghsh history wiU 
XXIV Pitfalls serve to illustrate the types of mistakes and 
S artificial conclusions that are hkely to arise 

tration from Eng- froDi a* neglect oi the pnnciples enunciated 
lish History here 

Let us suppose that the history of 
England has not been so well preserved as it actually is and 
that scholars have to piece together items of information obtamed 
from inscnptions and wntten accounts of the nature of Indian 
puraojas m order to get a connected story of England m the 
Middle Ages The supposition of the existence of Enghsh 
purapa m a hypothetical example is not so fantastic as nught 
appear at first The genealogical accounts m the Bible remmd 
one strangely of the Indian puramc dynastic hsts ‘And Adam 
hved an hundred and thirty years, and begat a son m his own 
hkeness, after his image, and called his name Seth And the 
days of Adam, after he had begotten Seth, were eight hundred 
years , and he begat sons and daughters And aU the days that 
Adam hved were rune hundred and thirty years and he died 
And Seth hved an hundred and five years and begat Enos And 
Seth hved, after he begat Enos, eight hundred and seven years, 
and begat sons and daughters And aU the days of Seth were 
rune hundred and twelve years, and he died’, etc (Genesis V ) 
An Englishman named Thomas Stephens, a pnest of the Society 
of Jesus, who came to India about 1683 A D actually wrote an 
account of the Old and New Testaments m puramc form m the 
old Marathi-Konkam poetical language He called the first part 
of his book corresponding to the Old Testament ‘ Paillea Puranna ’ 
and the second part corresponding to the New Testament 
‘Dussrea Puranna’ (J A Saldanha ‘The Fust Englishman m 
India’ jbbras XXl 1 pp 209-221 ) 

09 A Hypothetical Account Let us suppose then for the 
purpose of our example that Enghsh puranas wntten m prophetic 
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style like the Indian puraBas exist and that a careful collation of 
the various readings of the different extant English nuranas 
gives the foUovung story ^ 

‘Several different dynasties -will rule in England during the 
Middle Ages There -will be three kings of the York dynasty, 
namely Edward, Edward and Richard They will rule this earth 
for 22 years, 2 months and 2 years respectively The successor 
of Edward wdl be under age when he will ascend the throne He 

Table I Hypothetical Exajiple 


o 

English Ptjeaj?a 

CD 

Insobiption 
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Eegnal 

Penod 

Name and Incidents 
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>» 
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H 

OT 

1 003 A D J AMDS I 

The first Stuart king 


Tlio dftto of kinp Ho 2, Edward of tho pumnic list, is n27 A D 
nccordinp to tlio inscnption According to llio purfiiins 1 42- 22 (tlio regnal 
ponodofkingHo 1) » c , 120 years mtcncncd between king No 2. Ldwnul 
and No 8, Eliralxith Since tho date of king No 2 is 1327 A D according 
to the inscription, Elizabeth must have died m (1327+120 =) 1-1 1/ AD 
and not m 1003 A D ns htntod bj tlic purdnas Tlio purunoa ob\iousU 
confuse tho date of death of tho Inst Tudor with the dnto of nccf ssion of 
the first Stuart 1 mg, James I, m 1003 Tlure is realh «n mten-nl of 

(1003— 1 - 117 *=) 1 '50 \ cars Ik. tuetnLlizabeth and James I nsthcinscriptionnl 

owdf nee pro%cs This mttnnl is the dark period of English historj 
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Table II Hypothetioal Example 
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English Pgbaija 


Name and Incidents 
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Edward II 


1327 A D Edward m 

Richard II 
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Henry IV 
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Edward IV 

Edward V 
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Will be murdered while yet a minor at the instigation of his 
imole Richard, who wiU be long after Edward, will be closely 
related by blood to the latter Henry of the Tudor dynasty, 
who will be a relation of the Yorkists, wiU Icdl the last Yorkist 
king and will usurp the throne The Tudor reign will come to 
an end with Ehzabeth The mterral between the birth of Christ 
and the death of Ehzabeth will be of 1,603 years The lirst 
Tudor will rule for 24 years, Henry will rule for 38 years, Edward 
for 6 years, Mary for 6 years and her sister for 46 years The 
Yorks and the Tudors will jomtly reign for 142 years after which 
the earth wdl pass to the Stuart kings ’ 

70 A Hypotlieixcal Inscription Let us suppose that m 
later times an mscnption is discovered which records the 
followmg 

‘After Edward II, Edward HI ascended the throne of 
England m 1327 A D He had a son named Black Pnnce who 
died whde yet a prmce Black Prmce’s mmor son Richard II 
became kmg after the death of his grandfather Edward HI 
A treacherous cousm of his, Henry by name, kdled Richard H 
and ascended the throne as Henry IV and became the first long 
of a new dynasty’ 

71 Tabulation of thsHi/pothetical Data Let us suppose that 
a scholar in trying to correlate the two accounts tabulates the 
‘puramc ’ and inscnptional data side by side (see Tables I and H) 

72 Conclusions from the Hypothetical Data Our scholar 
IS hkely to draw the followmg deductions 

From a companson of the two columns placed side by side 
in Table I it is obvious that kmg No 2, Edward, of the Enghsh 
‘puraija’ is Edward HI of the ‘inscription’ King No 2, 
Edward, is said to be a close blood relation of his successor 
kmg No 3, Richard, according to the ‘ puranas ’ , also Edward HI 
of the mscnption is the grandfather of his successor Richard H, 
this fits m with the ‘ puramc ’ account The successor of Edward 
who must be kmg No 3, Richard, of the ‘purapa’ is descnbed as 
a mmor when he ascended the throne , so also Richard H of the 
‘mscnption’ was a mmor when he became kmg Then agam 
the successor of Edward and Richard H were both murdered 
That kmg No 3, Richard, was the person murdered while yet a 
mmor is supported by the short reign of 2 years ascnbed to him 
m the ‘puraijas’ The statement of the Enghsh ‘puraijas’ 
that he was murdered by his uncle is obviously wrong as the 
‘mscnption’ defimtely records that he was murdered by his 
cousm The puranas frequently make mistakes of this type 
King No 4, Henry, of the ‘purapas’ was the founder of a new 
dynasty, viz , the Tudor, the ‘mscnption’ shows that Henry IV 
was also the first king of a new dynasty The correspondence 
between the ‘puramc’ and the ‘inscnptional’ account is perfect 
There is however one important pomt in the ‘puramc’ story that 
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■goes against the ‘inscnptional’ evidence From king No 2, 
Edward, to the death of No 8, Ehzaheth, 142 minus 22 (the 
regnal period of the first kmg), ^ e , 120, years mtervened accord- 
ing to the ‘puranas’ There is no reason to disbeheve this 
account Since king No 2 is Edward m of the ‘inscnption ’ 
And smce Edward III ascended the throne m 1327 A I) according 
to the same ‘inscnptionaF record, Eh/abeth must have died m 
(1327-1-120 =) 1447 A D and not m 1603 A D as stated in the 
Enghsh ‘ purapas ’ This shows the unr ehabdity of the ‘ purapas ’ 

73 Emergence of an Arttfii.‘>ul Dark Period in History Let 
us suppose that another ‘mscnption’ is found that shows that 
•James I the first Stuart king ascended the throne in 1603 A D 
The conclusion is natural that the Enghsh ‘purapas ’ have ascribed 
this date to the end of the Tudor dynasty by mistake, this 
supposition explains the discrepancy between the ‘puramc’ 
•and the ‘inscnptionar time records It is clear that there is a 
blank m English history of (1603— 1447 =) 156 years between the 
extmction of the Tudors m 1447 A D and the rise of the Stuarts 
in 1603 A D This penod may be called the dark period in the 
history of England 

74 Results of Faulty Correlation of Data Our hypothetical 
■example has landed us m a pretty mess Both the ‘puraxac’ 
account and the ‘mscnptionar record are historically absolutely 
true by themselves but from them faulty correlation and com- 
hmation has arisen a mass of absurdities the most striking 
among which is the artifact, namely, the emergence of a dark 
period in Enghsh history which does not really exist A reference 
to Table 11 will show at a glance the different raneties of mistakes 
that have been committed m the dednotions which appear 
unassadable at first sight It will be proStable to analyse the 
different mistakes and the defects in the reasoning that led to 
them 

76 Mere Identity of Fames IS oflsa a False Guide In the 
first place it will be noticed that fie whose names appear 
m the ‘mscnption’ really preceded tie -“^9 of the ‘puramc’ 
list Identity of names has been responsiMe primarily for the 
nnstaken conclusion that the 'paramo and the ‘inscriptiona!’ 
records refer to the same senes ofkin^ It is mdeed a strange 
comcidence that the foar names of the preceding kings sboald 
have been repeated m tbeir esaot sequence at a later period 
This should serve as a iranmg to scholars of the risks 

too much reliance on similanty of names while correlatmgP’^ 
and inscnptional data gf 

76 Identity of IncidanF is not a Safe Guide 

names has been responsible, in the second place, for 
the mcidents fist pertain to kmg No 2, Edward, of 
to king Fo 3, Richard, as both of them coold F 
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desonbed as ‘the successor of Edward’ This mistake was 
confirmed by the chance accidents that both king bTo 2, 
Edward, of the puraBa and Richard II of the inscription were 
minors at coronation and both were killed, one in infancy by 
his uncle and the other later on by his cousm The ‘puramo’ 
account that it was the uncle who instigated the murder of the 
previous king and the ‘inscnplional’ record that it was the 
cousm who had kiUed the previous king are both true m their 
respective spheres and it was unwise on the part of our scholar 
to ‘ correct ’ the puramc statement on the strength of the inscnp- 
tional record Bang No 4, Henry, was a relation of the previous 
kmg by mamage and was the first of the Tudors while Henry IV 
of the ‘inscription’ with whom king No 4, Henry, was wrongly 
identified, was a cousin of the previous Inng and was the first 
of the Lancasters It is agam a strange comcidence that both 
should be the founder of a new dynasty, a fact which helped to 
consohdate the mistakes of our scholar This should be a 
warmng agam to histonans that mcidents often repeat them- 
selves m royal famihes 

77 Identity of Uncorrected Dates IS a Safe Quide Had our 
scholar been careful of the dates m the two senes of data and 


had he placed greater rehance on the puramc account that 
Ehzabeth died in 1603 AD and refi:amed from ‘correctmg’ the 
date on the strength of ‘inscnptional’ evidence he could have 
avoided all pitfalls Dates therefore form our safest gmde m 
the correlation of puramo and inscnptional data Attempts at 
any correction of puramc statement of dates lead to senous 
errors and should never be undertaken if the purapas are to be 
used as a complementary source of information to the inscnptions 
Of course if anybody happens to be dissatisfied with the puramc 
version he can reject it altogether and depend on the insonption 
alone To correct puramc data on the strength of inscnptional 
evidence and then to apply them to elaborate inscnptional 
accounts is to say the least of it extremely hazardous as our 


hypothetical example clearly proves 

78 Possibility of getting Dates from the Puranas It wiU 
now be profitable to examme cnticaUy the 
XXV A Com rehabihty of Andhra chronology as 
cstablished by modern scholars In Table HI 
^ I have placed the puramc Andhra data m one 
column and the corresponding inscnptional and other data m 
another column This will help us to understand the pomts 
agreement and difference of the two senes I have already said 
that m the absence of mdependent dates on both the sides no 
certain conclusions can be amved at and the identifications 
cannot be properly tested It is usually beheved that (i) 
although the purapas record regnal penods of mdividual Jongs 
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and the total reigning penods of dynasties they do not mention 
any specific era by reference to which the chronological points 
can be determined, (u) the puramo regnal penods also are 
supposed to be not very rehable so that it is difficult, if not 
impossible, to draw up from the dynastic hats any dated table 
of kmgs even when fixed chronological pomts can be found for 
some of them from other sources I shall show later on that 
both these statements are entirely wrong Rehable figures for 
the individual regnal penods can be obtamed from puramc 
records and the dates of mdividual kmgs can be fitxed as well on 
the time scale of a specific era provided by the puranas For 
the present purpose of judging the identifications of puramc 
Andhra kmgs with those mentioned m mscnptions the approxi- 
mate date 28 B C assigned by Vmcent Snuth to the end of the 
Khpva dynasty wiU be sufficient (Ehi p 217 ) 

79 The Kings whose Deties are available In Table III 
I have mentioned the names of those kmgs only with regard to 
whom dates are available either from mscnptions and coins or 
from hterary sources other than the puramc Many of the 
intermediate puramc kmgs whose names have not been noted m 
the table have been identified with more or less success from 
inscnptional records I have excluded them from my con- 
sideration because these records do not give us any mdication of 
dates If two or three defimte chronological pomts can be fixed 
m the history of the Andhras, these names can be utdized for 
fillin g m the mtervals, otherwise they have not much significance 
from the standpomt of chronology 

80 Accepted Identifications Dark Period after the Andhras 
It will be noticed from Table III that although on puramc 
evidence Simuka is accepted as havmg been the first king of the 
Andhra d 3 masty his date has been pushed back considerably by 
historical scholars The puranas mtend to place him about 
28 B C (if we accept this date as that of the end of the Kapva 
dynasty) while the mscnptional evidence assigns to h u n a date as 
early as 230 B C If the latter date be correct naturally Simuka 
cannot be regarded as the slayer of the last Kapva, the puraajas 
have therefore been supposed to be wrong m this assertion 


three chronological fixed pomts m the history of the Andhra dynasty 
The puramc statement that 30 kings ruled for 466 years may be accepted 
but the puranas are obviously wrong m statmg that the first Andhra 
Umg 6ifiuka killed the last Kapva king The date of the end of the 
Kapva dynasty is about 28 B C (Ehi) while Sifiuka’s date according to 
inscnptional evidence is 230 B C Some later Andhra king might have 
kfiled the last Kanva The discrepancy m regnal penods of kmg No 23 
between inscnptional and puramo versions is another evidence of the 
unrehabihty of the puranas Andhra reign ended about (466 — 230 =) 
226 A D Accordmg to the purapas this date would be (28 B 0 Last 
Kanva -f 466 years =) 428 A D The puranas are wrong There is a 
dark penod after the Andhras 
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Sat^iknrni, king No 3 of the puranns, is beheved to be the 
^atnknrni of Hntigiiuiplia inscnption His date is fixed at 
ICS B C (19 2 ) lung No 23, Gantamiputra, has been 
identified ^^^(h Gantamiputra >5ri {sutakami of tlic inscnption 
His date is found to bo about 124 A I) on the strength of this 
identification (10 Ci ) His son Vusisthiputra Pujumavi is 
naturally identified uith Pulomu, king No 24 of the puranas 
Puloina uas the contemporary of Rudradtiraan uJioso inscnp- 
tional record shows his date to be 150 A D (19 6b ) These 
tlircc dates onh are definitch' known in Andhra history In 
Alahariictra tlic Andhras w ere displaced by the Traikutakas The 
lieginning of Traikfitaka era is supposed to be 240 A D , this 
date roughI\ corresponds to the end of tlie Andhra rule (19 S) 
Tlie total penod of Andlira reign is 450 3 ears according to the 
jniranas This figure has been accepted Since according to 
scholar® tlie .\ndhras came into power in 230 B C the d3’’nast3' 
must have ended about (450—230=) 225 AD (19 8) His- 
tonans have recorded a dark penod after the Andhras (5 ) 
According to the puranic account tlie Andlira rule came to an 
end 4 jG years after the death of the last Kan\a, te, about 
(450—28 =) 128 A D , scholars have not accepted this date for 
reasons alrcad3' cited 

SI Insecure Foundation of Andhra Chronology If we 
(omparc Table in mth Tabic I we shall find that the data m 
the fonner offer a ground much less firm for drawing deductions 
from than those m the latter Andhra chronolog3’ as worked 
out b}* modern scholars rests on an evtrcmcl3^ insecure foundation 
and the rehabilita’ of deductions drawn therefrom is even less 
than that of the conclusions arrived at m the h3rpotheticaI 
example cited before and the chances of error far greater in the 
former In the example identity was sought to be estabhshed 
on the basis of smulanty of names of four successive kings, namely, 
Edward, Edward, Richard and Henry, all these are personal names 
and three of them are di'snmlarso that the chances of an accidental 
coincidence here are far less than m the Andhra hst where only 
two succesave kmgs could be identified by their names, namely, 
Gautamiputra and Poloma , of these two names agam 
Gautamlputra is a gotra name and may be apphed, as well to 
other kmgs beades No 23 There are several Polomas m the 
puramc hst and nothing to mdicate who is who The identifica- 
tion of !§dlakarm of the Hatigumpha inscription with ^ri 
Satakami, king No 3, rests on a basis much weaker than that 
m the case of either Gantamiputra or Puloma In the first 
place ^^ata^kami is a clan name and may be applied with equal 
lustification to almost all the members of the Andhra dynasty. 
There might have been other Satakarms as well who were not 
Andhras Then agam grave doubts exist whether the third name 
m the puramc list is at aff Satak^ Eiarajela 

mmself, the contemporary of Hat^umpna also is in 
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dispute Some epigraphists are of opinion that there is no 
mention of any date in the inscription The uncertamty of 
epigraphic evidence regarding possible dates mimmizes the value 
of support from Nanaghat and Nasik inscriptions m this matter 
The statement that Simuka was the father of Hatigumpha 
Satakami is nothing more than a guess The relation of 
Simuka to Satakami of the Nanaghat inscription also is open 
to different mterpretations Bhagvanlal’s opimon that these 
two stand m the relation of father and son is agam a mere 
conjecture Simuka ’s image in the cave might well have been 
placed first because he was the founder of the royal dynasty, 
and the second image with the legend ‘Satakami’ might very 
well be a representation of a later Jong belonging to the same 
family (181 ) 

82 Comparison mth the Hypothetical Example A com- 
panson of Table HI showing Andhra chronology with Table I 
of the hypothetical example from English history brings oat a 
stri k ing likeness between the two The methods employed m 
estabhslnng Andhra chronology are almost identical with the 
methods lUustrated m the example, and the deductions also 
show s imi lar characteristics In both we find that identifications 
have been effected not on the basis of dates but on that of 
similanty of names Incidents and dates helonging to the 
puramc senes have been corrected on the strength of the inscnp- 
tional evidence m both the instances and then the data thus 
amended have been utilized m the elaboration of the inscnp- 
tional account In both the tables we find that the entire senes 


of puramc kmgs has been pushed back m time m complete 
disregard of chronology as stated m the puranas, with the result 
that a blank has appeared in later historical account The 
most striking pomt of resemblance between the two mstances is 
the emergence of this dark penod m the wake of the d 3 Tiasty 
S3 Suspicion of some Grave Error tn Andhra Chronology 
The above considerations raise the suspicion 
Attitude g grave error has been committed in the 

identification of Andhra kmgs and that the 
chronology requires revision I have re- 
peatedly insisted on the fact that m the absence of dates on the 
puramc side it is impossible to test the identifications effectively 
So before trying to locate any error that might exist in the 
accepted Andlira chronology it is desirable to find out whether 
we could get dates of the i^dhras from the puranas, dates that 
would be free from internal inconsistency' If we succeeded in 
fixing puramc dates for the Andhra kings independently of 
inscnptional oi other evidence, we could easily appraise the 
identifications by modern scholars, and in case of anj discrepancy 
discovered between the puramc and the inscnptional account 
we could reject one or the other according to the dcmaufls of 
probability . 
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S4 Oims of Proof for Pitramc Statements Unless, as 
mentioned just now, mdependent dates are available on both 
sides no correlation of any value can be established between 
puramc and inscnptional accoimts Unfortunately modern 
scholars think that the puranas stand on unrehable ground so 
that for every puramc statement an objective proof is sought 
befoie it IS admitted For instance, when anybody asserts on 
puramc authority that Ramacandra ruled in Ayodhya in remote 
times the historians are unwiUing to accept this statement unless 
insciiption or com or some such sohd objective evidence is 
forthcoming The onus of proof that Ramacandra existed hes 
here with the person who makes the assertion On the other 
hand, when the modern scholar says merely on the strength of 
written evidence that there w'as a king named Harold in England 
m ancient time no ‘solid’ proof m the shape of inscriptions and 
corns IS demanded from Inm , the generally prevalent attitude is 
one of behef m this case, if anybody happens to doubt the correct- 
ness of this statement the onus of proof that Harold did not 
exist is thrown on him 

86 Attitudes of Behef and Dtsbeltefin the Choice of Historical 
Material This general attitude either of behef or of disbehef 
on the part of a histonan towards written accounts is mainly 
responsible for his choice or rejection of materials from such 
sources for histoncal purpose For example, the modern 
histonan, while rejectmg the portions conta ining obviously 
absurd and exaggerated descriptions, has accepted m the mam 
the accounts of Greek writers like Megasthenes even when 
corroborative evidence is wanting, the general attitude is one of 
behef towards Greek accounts On the contrary'^, in the case of 
the puranas not onlj'^ are the absurd portions discarded but 
practically nothmg is admitted unless supported by external 
evidence or unless the account serves to support conclusions 
drawn from other sources The pura^ias, owmg to the prevalent 
attitude of disbehef towards them, have thus been given no 
mtnnsic historical status The result has been that scholars 
have always tried to fit the puramc account mto their own 
findin gs, and no attempt has been made m the reverse direction, 
namely, to fit inscnptional records mto puramc statements by 
any scholar of repute up to the present time Had this been 
done m the case of the Andhras quite a different senes of identi- 
fications would have been effected, and a worthier and, I would 
venture to say, more rehable chronology would have been 
established 

86 Buhler and the Puranas The attitude of modern 
scholars towards puranas in general, and puramc chronology m 
particular, is best summed up m the words of Buhler He 
writes ‘Further, as regards the Purapas them aim is to bnng the 
hi R tnry of India mto the fiume of the Auga theory For this 
purpose their authors have to pile dynasty on dynasty m order 
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to fill a space of many thousand j^ears Historical research has 
shorni that they possessed some rehable information not only as 
to names, but even as to years In the case of the Andhra 
djmasty, the corns and mscnptions prove that the order m 
which the corrupt forms of the names Gautamiputra Satakarm, 
Pulumayi, Sakasena (Snseiia) Mathariputra, and Gautamiputra 
Yajfia^ri Satakarm are ^ven, is perfectly correct, as weU as that 
Simuka, Krishna and Satakarm reigned a considerable time 
before the former prmces, and followed each other closely 
But it bj"^ no means follows that aU the other names or the order 
m which they are given are rehable Nor is there any guarantee 
that the dynasty of Simuka-^ipraka ruled during about 450 
years, much less that Srmuka-Sipraka reigned 360 or 360 j'^ears 
before Gautamiputra Satakarm I All these pomts have to be 
proved Though I think it nght and necessary, therefore, to 
look to the Purapas for the kin^ mentioned m the mscnptions, 
I deny the possibihty of makmg up a chronological account of 
the Andhras with their help It seems to me that the only 
means for approximatively fixmg the age of the group of kings — 
(1) Simuka, (2) Knshna, (3) Satakarpi — and of that containing 
(1) Gotamiputa ^atakamm, (2) Pulumayi, (3) Sakasena Madhan- 
puta, (4) Gotamiputa Snyana Satakamm, and (6) Chandasn, 
are epigraphic evidence, and the synchronisms with the Western 
Kshatrapas who date according to an era, not according to 
regnal years’ (aswi Vol Y pp 72, 73 ) 

87 Modem Scholars and the Pnranas It is true that 
latter-day histonans have accepted, as it smted their own findings 
or fancy, some of the puramc statements that were rejected by 
Buhler, but it must be admitted that the general attitude of 
disbehef towards the purapas remains unaltered to this day 
It is not my mtention here to establish the authenticity of the 
puranas in general, what I want to stress is the fact that the 
purapas have given us a chronology of the Andhras that is free 
from mtemal mconsistencies and that is weU-supported from 
several directions by the purapas themselves, and as such the 
chronology is worthy of our careful attention 

88 Preparation of Puramc Urtext is not possible Certam 

general rules wiU have to be observed m 
XXtm Collec collecting data from the purapas Smce the 
taon of Puramc differ from one another and since 

Interoretation ° even the different manuscripts of the same 

purapa may differ m certam respects, collation 
of texts and a critical and careful selection are necessary before 
we can get matenals smtable for oui; purpose Some scholars 
are of opmion that all the purapas may be traced to a common 
source and it is therefore possible to prepare an urtext that 
might be supposed to be free from mterpolations and errors of 
scnbes I do not subscnbe to this view It is true that there 
are certam portions m certam puranas that have a common 
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origin, but even a casual glance at the contents of the different 
puraijas will convince anybody that they had different sources 
to draw from and that each of them has some special topic not 
found m the others The dynastic hsts in many of the puranas 
show evidence of havmg individual and mdependent sources 
Under these circumstances artificially prepared urtexts are 
likely to be misleading as the different readings very often 
represent different versions of the same account Mere collation 
of texts IS not likely to enable us to choose the correct versions 
Other critical methods will have to be employed to find out which 
form among the different readings is hkely to give us a correct 
statement of affairs I should hke to emphasize agam that 
mscnptional and other considerations should not be brought in 
to find out the correct text if we mtend to correlate the two series 
of puramc and mscnptional data It wiU not be wise to go 
beyond the puranas for decidmg the correct version In dynastic 
and chronological matters the puraiiias often provide us mth 
different types of information so that from a consideration 
of these it is generally possible to decide which is to be accepted 
and which rejected The text of any particular purapa should 
oertainly be settled by coUation of d^erent manuscnpts of the 
same purapa 

89 Different Names for the same King To come to specific 
questions m Andhra chronology it may be stated that no effort 
should be made to correct the names of kings by a companson 
of the different records m the different puranas I have already 
cited the instance of a kmg of the Puru dynasty who has been 
called under vanous names, viz , Adhisimakrsna, Adhisamakrspa, 
Adhisomakiwa and Asimakipna It is evident that the kmg 
could not possibly have aU these four names It is however 
impossible to determme which is the correct name of the kmg 
CoUation of manuscripts wiU not help us m this matter and the 
preparation of an urtext is hkely to give a misleading information 
The best plan is to leave these names alone trU fresh evidence is 
forthcoming After aU it does not very much matter for historical 
purpose which is the real name of a kmg among many variants 
In India, particularly'^ m the case of educated famihes, the general 
tendency has been from tune immemorial to allot meaningful 
names to persons These names are generaUy Sanskntic 
Even now one finds the same tendency m different parts of 
India and more particularly m Bengal In actual use these 
Sanskntic names are very often abbreviated and corrupted 
For instance, ‘Debendra’ becomes ‘Deben’, ‘ProfuUa’ becomes 
‘Pipu’ and so on as Robert becomes Bob, Thomas Tom and John 
Jack The same thing must haYe happened m ancient India 
also, that is why Sanskntic forms hke ‘^atakarm’, ‘Bh§pa’, etc 
have appeared in records m their Prakntic forms ‘Satakam’ 
or ‘Satakamm’ or even m the abbreviated form ‘Sata’, ‘Kapha’, 
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etc^ It niav be deemed justifiable therefore to cb«ngc tlie 
Prakritic forms into Saiiskxitic ones iii lustoncal accounts 
Notliing more than this should be allowed The different forms 
of names should be left untouched and for the purpose of writing 
historical accounts any one of these, prefeiably the most common 
one, niu} be used 

90 Andha Dynasltc List The Andhra dynastic list is not 
to be found in its complete form m any of the puranas Tlie 
number of kings is stated to bo thirty and there is some amount 
of agreement on this point The Radehffe copy of the JIatsya- 
puruiia, as quoted b\ Wilson, gives 29 names , Fitzedw ard Hall lias 
supplied the missing name from hia cop^ of ]\Iat 3 ya Wilford’s 
Brahmandapuruna, quoted by Wilson, incntioiis 24 names 
The editions and manuscripts of Vignupurana, that I ha\e seen, 
give 24 names onl} The Bhagavat has 23 names and the 
Ananda^ram edition ofVayu contains 15 or probnblj' 10 names, 
some manusenpts of Vajai mention a few more 

91 Andhras and Andhrabhflyas From the lists from 
winch 8e\eral names have been omitted it is difficult to fi\ the 
position of individual kings mentioned therein in the complete 
senes of thirty and mistakes are likely to occur The safest 
guide wall be to reh on the most complete list n^allnblo and 
that IS the Radcliffo Matson list The names oceuning in the 
other puranas maj best be arranged taking the Radchfle list as 
the standard There is one name short in the Radehffe maim 
script referred to above The mi'»smg name and its position can 
be casd\ determined bj conipntisoii with othei lists There 
( merges the twentieth king Sundara 6utakarni Hall in his note 
to Wilson’s reproduction of Radcliffc’s list sn^s, ns alread^ 
jiointcd out, that his owm copy gives the name of the twentieth 
king as iSundara-Swatikarijn (Vip-w IV 24 p 201 n ) The 
Mnts\a seems to distuiguish between true Andhras and Andhra- 
bhrljas among the 30 kings According to the Mataja there were 
19 true Andhras (Mtp-a 273 16 ) 

92 Unammity tn the Puranas regarding the first Andhra 
King Fortunately, the puriinas do not gno us diflorcnt \ersioiis 
of an^ incident pertaining to nnj Andhra king All arc 
unanimous m sajnng that the first Andhra king killed the last 
Kap^n We may therefore aicept this ns a definite jiiirnnir 
statement Whether it is true or false is quite another inattei 
aiifl has to be liccided b\ other evidence 

93 Dd' rminalwn of Piironic llrgnnl Prrio'lfi The names ol 
the Andhra kings and their respeetne positions in the piiranie 
dvimwlic list do not oficr so much tlifficiilf^ as the h\ing of the 
indiv idunl ri ginl period for each There is so much disc h p niej 
to \>< foiiivl in the difleri nt puranas and in tlie dilftrent maiiu 
hrnjits of tie s iiuo puriim that at first sight it > lit' lio/shs-' 
that eonii'itid and nhabh ntkonings cm Is* at all oltfaiii'fl 
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that may with justice be avowed as puramc The task, however, 
18 not an impossibility if we remember that the purapas give total 
periods of dynastic reigns besides regnal years for mdividual 
kin gs Regarding the duration of the total periods there is 
more unanimity than m that of the mdividual regnal penods 
Very often the regnal years when added together do not tally 
with the total dynastic period It may be assumed that the 
total penods give rehable and correct figures while the regnal 
penods contam errors that may be traced to vanous causes 
The supposed error, howevei, may not be an error at all The 
Vayu mentions, for instance, that the ^liunaka dynasty ruled 
for the total penod of 362 years, but the mdividual regnal years 
when added together give 332 years only There is a discrepancy 
of 30 years which has to be accounted for It is absurd to 
suppose that the author of these statements could not even 
notice this simple anthmetical mistake and allowed it to stay" 
on Sometimes this sort of discrepancy has been adduced as 
proof of the unrehabfiity of the puranas More chantably 
disposed scholars have ascnbed such ‘mistakes’ to scnbes and 
have tned to correct them These discrepancies are not to be 
regarded as errors, they are dehberate statements the reason 
for which may be easdy found m most cases by a careful readmg 
of the text 

94 Durations of Reigns of Siiundkas and Mauryas It has 
been said of the ^iSunakas that they ruled m Benares before 
they usurped the imperial throne (Vap-a 93 315) Apparently 
the 6i^unakas were mdependent kings at Benares for 30 years 
before they became paramount It is because of this that m 
the successive hsts of paramount rulers the ^i^unakas have been 
allotted a reign of 332 years while as a dynasty they are said to 
have ruled as independent kmgs for 362 years The Vayu* 
puraEa is therefoie not at aU mconsistent m this matter, on the 
other hand, the apparent mconsistency, when interpreted m the 
hght of the text, gives us valuable historical information 
Similarly the discrepancy of 6 years between the summed-up 
regnal periods and the total period of reign of the puramc Mauryas 
may be explamed on the supposition that Candragupta the 
couqueroi of the Nandas ruled ui the Punjab as an independent 
kmg for 6 years A reference to Table W will clearly show the 
consistency of the puramc chronology The discrepancies, as I 
have said, can be satisfactonlj' explamed m the majority of cases 
on the authority of the puranas themselves, they wiU then be 
seen to yield valuable historical informatiou, vide notes to 
Table TV 

95 Omissions and Unjustified Additions Omissions and 
unjustified additions m the list of kings for anv dinastj can be 
satisfactonl's adjusted in most cases by comparing the different 
puranas which usually shov unammity m their statements of the 
number of kings for each d\ nasty Sometimes one or more 
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lognnl pcijods be missing Tlioy can be supplied from 

moic complete lists in otliei pumnns When the pumnas differ 
111 their stalements of regnal pciiods a choice has to be made 
fiom among the contending ^cr8lons No correction of any 
regnal period in any pm ana is justifiable We can make a 
choice for oiii required list from among different versions The 
conveniont and plausible explanation of mistakes in transcription 
should not be a justification to alter puranic data to suit our 
requirements 1'he only exception is the case in which different 
readings are found in diffciciit manusciipts of the same piirana, 
111 such circumstances, pro\idcd the oiTors of the senbe can be 
detected uith certainty, coricctioiih can be introduced into the 
copies gi\nng a uroiig Acreioii 

90 Total Di/nastic Reign as a Guide in selecting Individual 
Regnal Periods When different punTnns give different regnal 
penods for the same king our choice should be guided by a 
reference to the total reigning penod of the dynasty The figures 
that give a correspondence lietvccn the summed-up regnal years 
and the iccoidcd total penod should be accepted If no manu- 
script gives the required figure, it will be vise to acknowledge a 
failure A forced correspondence produced by modifjnng puramc 
figures on the assumption of a copMst’s mistake is to be strongly 
deprecated Let me repeat again that one may accept or 
reject a puramc statement but nobody has the nght to amend it 
To cite an illustiation, although it has been stated that there 
were 10 kings in the Maurya dynasty, only 9 kings with corres- 
ponding 9 legnal periods have been recorded in the Vayu 
The name of the missing king can be suppbed from either the 
Visnu or the Matsyapurana winch latter gives a hst which is, 
however, very incomplete The kuig has been called Sangata 
ui the Visnu and Saptati in the Matsj^a The regnal penod for 
tins king in the Matsya is 9 years This maj'^ be accepted to 
fill up the gap m the Vajm Even now w e find that the sumnied- 
up regnal periods come up to only 132 The Visnu, Vayu and 
Matsj^a are unanunous in stating that the Mauryas ruled for 
137 years Our figure thus falls short of the required number of 
137 by 5 Anoka’s legnal years have been mentioned as 26 by 
certain manusenpts of the Vajni and as 36 m other manusenpts 
The last figure is given by the Matsya also If we now replace 
the Vayu figure of 26 by the Matsya figure of 36 w'e get the total 
of 142 years This agam goes wide of the mark by an excess of 6 
No amount of mampulation of the figures available from the 
different puranas wall enable us to make the figures tally If 
we assume, as I have indicated before, that Candragupta ruled 
for five years m some province as an independent king before he 
came to occupy the imperial throne w'e get over the difficulties 
It IS true that this assumption is not supported by any puramc 
text in so many words, if, liowever, we remember the defimte 
statements of the puranas in similar cases in other dynasties, we 
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need linvo no he‘!i(iition in nccepling the supposition The 
ViiMi sUitcs that Knutiha nftci having ousted tlic Nnndas 
in‘'tallcd ‘Kmc’ Candrnguptn on the throne Cnndrngnpta vas 
t^u^‘^ nlrcad\ a king n lien he came to "Magadha (Vnp a 99 331 ) 
Had no piiraiia mentioned Anoka’s legnnl period ns 30 nc nould 
not lin\e been justified in introdiumg the figure, Iiowevcr great 
the tempt ition miclit ha\e been to do so A djnastic list can 
be called piinnic onh uhen it is based on the piiranns No 
figure should be introduced in dr iwing uj) a list in any case unless 
it has the authorit\ of one of the jmranas at least 

07 JIdqndlia'!, and Pttranal aras The methods of 

purinie interpretation that I hi\e discussed hero get support 
from the piiran is themselves There vere tin ce t\ pcs of historical 
chronicler-' m nncicnt India tic, the ‘magadlms’, the ‘sutas’ 
and the ‘piiranakaris E%crv king used to maintain a 
magadhn in his court The function of the ‘magadha’ vas to 
keep a record of the e\ cuts of the reign of his master and of those 
of the preceding kings of the snmc d\nast^ The ‘magadlia’ 
vas the local State chioiiickr and it is conceivable that Ins 
records weie often biased towards his master The ‘sutas’, 
on the other hand, weie in nobod^ s employ , they visited different 
countries and courts and faitiifiilh recorded what they saw 
or heard and thought to be true history ‘Sutuh paiiramkah 
prokta magadha Aaiiisabedinah’ (sloka quoted by f^ridhar in his 
commentary on Visntipiirana), i c , the ‘sfilas’ were recorders of 
puranic facts (history) while the ‘inagadlias’ were familiar with 
the c\cnts of incbvidiial dynasties The functions and qualifica- 
tions of the ‘sutas’ ha^c been described m Vayni I 31-32, 4 S, 
99 213, Matsva 1G4 IG-IS, Brahmanda 1 21 and m various 
other places According to these descriptions the sutas were 
Icanieci, intelligent and truthful persons who could be rehed upon 
and who faithfully recorded nccoiding to their individual 
capacities and without any alteration what they saw or heard 
(yathaiakti, j^athavrittam, ymtliadnstam, yathaSavdam, yatha- 
snitam) It was their duty (svndhannn) to lecorcl the genealogies 
of ‘gods’, kings and rgis The sutas tiavelled about from place 
to place in search of historical information, and recited their 
records before learned rsis assembled at the performance of yajnas 
The ‘puriinakaras’ or the actual authors of the puranas were 
mostly^ rsis , they came to the j'^ajuas for the purpose of heanng 
the sutas who were expected to be present at the functions 
The ‘puranakaras’ also recorded faithfully for their books 
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Prabhas 44 27 ) Tius fact would explain the pecuhar vana- 
tioufl of the same ^loka m the different purapaa The sound- 
resemblance among the different readmgs is remarkable and 
can only be explained by the supposition that the different 
recorders heard the same person differently because the latter's 
voice happened to be indistmct at the time or because it was 
drowned to some extent m other noises In an emergency of 
this type the individual purapakaras tned to mamtain the 
sound-forms of the suta’s reading mtact, at the same tune keepmg 
m imnd the needs of grammar A comparison of the ^lokas 
Vispu IV 24 46-48, Vayu 99 437-440 and Matsya 273 55-58 
wiU show what fi^ntic efforts the different purapakaras made to 
mamtam the same sound-form while trying to avoid errors of 
facts and of grammar (Ppv pp 180-194 ) The prepaiation 
of an urtext for such passages only may be a justiffable 
procedure although it may not be possible m all cases Tlie 
absurd theory that big volumes of purapas were transmitted 
from generation to generation solely by bemg comrmtted to 
memory cannot be apphed here as the facts recorded in the 
^lokas refer to a time when, even accordmg to the most 
ardent exponent of the ‘memory theory’, the art of wntmg 
must have been weU established Among the different auditory 
vanations there is no reason why one version should be given 
preference over others for the purpose of correction The 
puramo account is therefore not to be touched m any way 
‘Vedabanniscalam manye purapam bai dvijottamah’ (Skp-b 
Prabhas 2 90), »e, ‘0 learned brahmapas, the purapas are 
considered to be as feed as the Vedas themselves’ Although 
the puranas, as written by the purapakaras, are mviolable, there 
IB nothing to prevent the ‘piuaparthakara’ or the interpreter of 
the purapas from rejectmg one version or the other, after con- 
sideration of the different purapas, or from offermg his own 
explanations of facts The mtention of the puranakaras is that 
the original sources should be left untouched 


XXt'Xn Puranic 
Chronology 


7 PUBAOTC ChBONOBOOV 

99 Vdyu arid Maisya suffice m dratving up a connecfed 

ChroTiology If we follow the methods of 
puramc mterpretation discussed above, it will 
be possible to draw up a connected chro- 
nological story that may be deemed avowedly ‘puramc ’ by 
consultmg the easily available pnnted editions of Vi?pu, Vayu 
and Matsya These three should suffice and there would be no 
need to hunt after the manuscripts of all the extant puranas 
for this purpose It is possible that vanations might bo dis- 
covered regarding min or details in other puranas but they will 
m no way affect the vahdity of the mam conclusions drawn 
from the three sources mentioned here Even if a different, 
connected and consistent story can be bmlt up from other 
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manusonpts or from other purapas, the possibihty of any of 
which I deny however, it can be considered as a different version 
of puramc chronology and it would then be desirable to consider 
which IS to be accepted So long as such a different version is 
not forthcommg we may safely adopt the puramc account given 
here for the purposes of history 

100 Andhra Chronology as Part of a Bigger Scheme The 
puramc Andhra chronology is to be considered not as an isolated 
affair but as a part of a bigger scheme that would mclude the 
precedmg dynasties as well This will brmg out the wonderful 
consistency of the puramc account and wiU help us to understand 
the stren^h of the puramc evidence and its rehabdity After 
such a table has been prepared it will be tune to make an effort 
to correlate it with mscnptional and other data To economize 
space I have arranged the puramc data m tabular form The 
justification of selectmg a particular figure from variants will 
be apparent from a close inspection of the table and of the 
figures for accepted total periods of dynastic reigns The remarks 
and notes appended to the tables wdl also serve to explain the 
choice I have made no effort m the tables to determine the 
correct names of kings I consider this to be an impossible task 
m the present state of our knowledge It wiU be seen that the 
Vispupurapa does not give regnal periods for mdividual king s 
The hst of 30 Andhra kmgs is m accordance with the Radchffe 
copy quoted by Wdson and amended by Hall The dates m 
Christian era have been fixed m accordance with the accepted 
regnal years and on the assumption that Nanda’s coronation 
took place 401 years before Christ The grounds for this supposi- 
tion have been discussed m connection with the reference era 
of the purapas The date of Nanda’s coronation is the key-date 
m later pmamc chronology (120-131 ) 
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I'ABIiE VI St\TED IXTERVAIiS 


Intcrv nls 1 

Parana 

Years 

Reference 

Irom birth of Pnnksit to 
Mahapndrrm ICandn’s coro 

Vip 

w 

1,016 

TV 

p 229 

Vap 

n 

1,050 

99 

416 

nation 

Mtp 

a 

1,060 

273 

36 

From Mahapadma JJanda’s 

Vip 





coronation to the end of the 

Vap 

a 

S3b 

99 

416, 417 

Andlim ‘1 j 

Altp 

a 1 

836 

273 

37, 38 


101 Ticofold check for Regnal Periods From an 

exammation of Tables Nos W, V and VI 
seen that a perfectly consistent 
IMnhnnandi chronological account of the later puramc 

kmgs can be made out from the puramc 
lecords It is possible to do so in spite of different readmgs of 
regnal years because of a twofold check provided by the purana<5 
themselves In the first place there is a remarkable unanimity 
among the purapas in then statements of the number of kings 
for each dynasty and for the total period of the dynastic reign 
The total figure enables us to choose the regnal periods correctlv 
from among a number of vanants when they esast Where 
there is a discrepancy between the total period and the properly 
chosen summed-up regnal years, as m the cases of the ^i^unakas 
and the Mauryas, it may be assumed that the succeedmg dynasty 
came from a different provmce where it had already been inde- 
pendent for the tune mdicated by the difference Usually the 
purapas have given the proper hmt m such cases The second 
check hes m the stated mtervals The relevant different total 
dynastic reigns when added together should tally with the 
stated mterval 

102 Nanda as Regent If we add the puramc successive 
dynastic periods from Nanda to the end of the Andhras we get 
(Nandas-^8 years-}- Mauryas — 137 years -f-Sungas — 112 years-)- 
Kanvas — ISyears-}- Andhras — 466 years =) 838 years But Vayu 
(99 416, 417) and Matsya (273 36-38) both state that theie is 
an mterval of 836 ^’’ears between Nanda’s coronation and the 
end of the Andhras The discrepancy of (838 — 836 =) 2 years 
IS to be explamed on the supposition that Nanda acted as the 
regent of h^ father Mahanandi durmg the last 2 years of the 
latter’s reign I first made this suggestion m my book Purapa- 
praveSa (pp 97, 134, 163, 164) m 1934 Smce then the pubhcation 
of ManjuMmulakalpa by Jayaswal has strikingly confirmed the 
supposition by the statement that Nanda was the mantri of 
Mahanandi for some tune before his kingship (Slokas 422-424 ) 
Besides these two checks, the apphcation of which wdl be 
apparent from Tables IV and V, the purapakaras have men- 
tioned yet another chronological control 
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103 Cyde of 2,700 Tears The puraBakaras thought that 
XXX Santarsi required a hundred generations to cover a 

Centixn' ‘‘P period of 27 centimes (Vap-a 99 418) 
They devised a century scale on this basis and 
called it the Saptarsi Cycle The Saptarsi Cycle consisted of 
2,700 years divided into centuries The centunes were named 
according to the 27 stellar constellations The cycle was called 
the Saptar§i Cycle from the convention that the straight hne 
passmg through the mid-pomt of the hne connectmg the first 
two stars of the Ursa Major oi the Saptarsi and the pole, when 
prolonged, was supposed to travel across the 27 constellations, 
one by one, taking 100 years to cover each The idea onginated 
m the observed movement of this hne as a result of the pre- 
cession of the equmoxes The actual amount of this movement 
does not, however, correspond to the conventional movement of 
the Saptarsi hne that is supposed to demarcate the stellar 
centunes Anyway, the convention of the Saptarsi Yuga was a 
recognized tune scale Pnmanly the Saptarsi Cycle was counted 
from ‘Jye?tha’, hteraUy the ‘eldest’ constellation Later on the 
first pomt or epoch was shifted to ‘A^vini’ which was called the 
first century (Ppv pp 86- ) To distmgmsh the two methods 
of counting the first is called the ‘prajuiga’ and the second 
‘ navayuga ’ or simply ‘ saptarsi yuga ’ in the purapas It is stated 
both m the Vajni (99 418) and m the Matsya (273 39) that the 
Saptarsi Cycle will end and begm again at the time of the Andhra 
dynasty 

104 The end of the Saptaip Cycle dnnny the Andhia Period 
The two 6lokas, referred to here, offer certam (hfBculties m 
explanation I have consulted several learned pundits regardmg 
giammar, syntax and meamng of the ^lokas which I quote here 
for ready reference The anvaya and the meamng given here 
have been suggested by the pundits I consulted The Vayu 
^loka runs 

Saptar^ayastada prahuh pratipie riijfii bai 6atam 
Santavjr^aih Satairbhobya andliranam te tvaya punah 

(Vnp a 99 418 ) 

The anvaya is Andhranam (kale) &itam (samkhyah) rajhi 
pratipe bai tada punah te saptarsayah saptavimSaih 6ataih 
tvaya bhabyah (iti) prahuh (^nitarsayah) The meanmg is 
‘During the tune of the Andhras, when counting backvards, a 
hundred kmgs vail have passed away, the saptai-sis, you should 
know, wiU begm again for 27 centunes, so say the sages’ The 
Matsya Sloka is as follows 

Saptarso's astadS prfimSu prndlptenagninti samah 
Saptaviiniati bhnbyanam andhranam tu yadii punah 

(Mtp a J7o oJ } 

The anvaya is Yada saptavim^ati bhabyanam an^anun 
(kalah) tada tu punah saptar§ayah pradiptenagmna samal 
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prumfiu (bliv'ivisyanti) The nicnning is ‘Duiing tlio time of 
the future 27 Andhra kings the snptarsis will rise high again like 
flaming fire ' 

If instead of reading ‘paptnMinAitibhribvruiani’ uc lead 
Saptavinibatirbhab\anam’, the auvat/a Mould bo Ynda 
bhabAanuni andhranlni (kfilnh) tadfi praiubu piadlptenagmnS, 
samah saptaMin^atih Raptai-suvih punah (bhabis)anti), ie, 
‘During the time oi the future Andhi-as the tuciit} -seven sajitar?is 
that ii'-c like high flaming fire ml! begin their eourse again 

Whicheier \ersion of the VaMi and the Matsia sloka mc 
accept the meamngis rlcai that a new Saptarsi Cycle began dm mg 
the time of the Andluas 

105 The Kali Yaga Accoidmg to the piiranas Nanda’s 
pel lod falls \nthin the' pun ri?adhn ’ ccntllr^ (Viji-w IV p 234) 
Puri u?adha eentur^ is the 20th nai ayuga PariksTt’s time is the 
luagha eentun (Vip-i\ IV p 233), » c , the 10th navayuga 
There aie still othci time cycles to be considcicd There is a 
time sc lie in the purunas w hich may be called the Dhaniia Yuga 
This consists of four periods, uz , krtu, tietu, dvapara and kah, 
the icbpcctue durations of these are in the ratio of 4 3 2 1 
Tlus manner of division on the ‘dhaima’ scale may be apphed 
to am vuga or cycle For histoncal records the purannkuras 
further eonecned of a short jmga of 6 years (Vip-iv lip 266 ) 
A thousand such jmgas, f e , 6,000 years, constituted a kalpa 
This etclc of 5,000 jears \ias divided on the cUiarnia scale, t e , 
it comprised a krta of 2,000 years, a ticta of 1,500 years, a 
dvapaia of 1,000 tears and a kali of 500 j^ars Each of these 
18 supposed to begin and cud mth a transition penod of as many 
months as the years of the cbvisioii itself Thus dvapara ends 
■with a transition period of 1,000 months and kah begins mtli 
one of 500 months I made a full discussion of these time scales 
mm's book ‘PuianapiaveSa’ 

106 The Maghd Centurg and the Kah It is said m the 
Mcihabliarata (Ach 2 13) that the iiar befru'ceu the Kiiius and 
the Piindavas took place uhen the transition periods between 
dvapara and kah were over, t e , 600 months oi about 42 3 ’'ears 
aftei kah started This is the j’-eai of Parikslt’s birth as well 
The puranas state that the magha centurj'- of the Saptarsi Cycle 
and the kah of the Kalpa Cycle started at the same time (Vip-w 
IV p 233 , Bgp 6 122 31 ) According to Vrjmi the interval 
betiveen Panksit’s birth and Nanda’s coronation is 1,015 years 
Supposing Nanda’s coronation took place m 401 b C , the 
Mahabharatan wai, according to the puranas, must have occurred 
about 1416 b C and the kah must have started m (1416-f 42 =) 
1458 b C (128-131 ) Then agam this would be the beginning of 
the magha, t e , of the 10th saptarsi century as weU Counting 
from the Ist naksatra aSvmi, the 27th nak§atra, t e , the last of 
the cycle, is revatl From the beginnmg of magha the 10th 
saptarsi century to the end of revati the 27th, there would be 



GimNUnASHHKHAK BOSE 


fiS 


[VOL V, 


1,800 yeniH Tlieiefore the ‘jiava’ Saptarsi GVcle caino to an 
end in (1800— 1468 s=) 342 a C and a new Saptam Cycle began 
with a^vinl as the 1st century winch lasted from 342 to 442 a C 
Accoiding to the purunas, therefore, the end of the Andhia 
dynasty falls uilhin this ponod 

107 Pauk^i—A'ndha Interval of 1,898 Years The birtli 
of Pnnksit occurred after 42 yeais had elapsed of the magbd 
centuiy which began simultaneously wth the kah From 
the bn til of Pniiksit to tlie coronation of Nanda theio is an 
intciwal of 1,016 years and from the lattei to the end of the 
Andhias theie is the interval of 830 yeais Therefore from 
the staiting point of the niaglia centuiy to f/ie end of the Andhras 
thei-c 18 an mteival of (42+10164-836=) 1,893 years Agam 
from the same stai ting point to the oid of the aivinl of the new 
Saptarsi Cycle there is an interval of 1,900 years (magha is the 
10th centuiy, the last century os the 27th, from magha to the 
end of the cycle theie are thus 18 centunes = 1,800 years Add 
100 years for the Ist century a^vini of the noiv cycle This 
gives 1,900 years) The fixed penod of 1,893 years must fall, 
accoiding to the puianas, wuthm this magha-a4vmi hmit of 
1,900 yeais Thei'e is no difficulty in accepting this The 
first 18 less b} (1900 — 1893 =) 7 ycaiB than the second If we 
had accepted the ■\’’a.yu figuio of 1,050 3 'eai's instead of the Visnu 
figuie 1,016 as interval between Pariksit and Nandn, our total 
W'ould have been (42+1050+836 =) 1,928 years, this ivould 
have exceeded the magha-aSvmi limit of 1,900 years 28 
Accepting Nanda’s coronation at 401 b C the end of the Andhras 
18 to be fixed at (830—401 =) 436 a C , and since the a^vini 


century ended in 442 a C the pmanas are seen to be qmte 
consistent m assigmng a^vini to the end of the Andhras Further 
information about Saptarsi Cycle and puramc chronology will 
be found m my book ‘Puiauapravej^a’ 

108 Concord of font different Counts tn Pwante Chronology 
Although the saptar§i count is a century scale and is not of 
mucli use in finer calculations it has turned out, m the present 
circumstances, to be a valuable means of checkmg the correctness 
of the puramc stated intervals The intervals provide a correc- 
tive foi the dynastic total periods which m their turn serve as 
control for the individual regnal years The concord of puramc 
dates derived from four different and independent counts, viz , 
(i) regnal years, (ii) total dynastic leigns, (m) stated mtervals, 
and (iv) saptargi indications, is an index of the mternal con- 
sistency of the chronological record of the puranas and is a strong 
pi-esumptive evidence of its authenticity It wall be noticed 
that no astionomical c&lculation is iiecessaiy^ to fix the different 
puramc chronological systems All time readings can be denved 
from defimte and direct statements 



1939] BECONSTBUOnON OF ABDHBA OHEONOLOGl' 


69 


109 Generation Interval A few words may be said here 

regarding regnal periods about which many 

XX^ Bepial mistaken notions are common among 
Penods and Gfene ,, -rr 

lation Interval histonans II m any laniily the date ot a 
person is known, the date of any of his 
ancestors or successors whose position m the family tree is known 
can be guessed with some amount of rehabihty by means of a 
factor which I propose to call ‘the generation mterval’ To 
deter min e the generation mterval between a father and a son it 
IS necessary to know at what age of the father the son was bom 
The mterval may also be calculated from a fixed age of the 
father to the same age of the son, e ^ , a certam person was 26 years 
old m 1914 and his son attains the same age m 1938 , the genera- 
tion mterval is 24 years In short, the generation mterval is 
the difference m age between a father and his son The genera- 
tion mterval thus naturally vanes accordmg to the age of the 
father at which a child is born When there are several children 
the generation mterval between father and son is greater m the 
case of the younger children than m that of the elder ones In 
royal fa mili es it is generally the eldest son that succeeds to the 
throne so if we could determme the age of the father at which 
the first male child is born we would get a generation mterval 
that would enable us to fix with some degree of accuracy the 
dates of kmgs belongmg to any particular dynasty m the absence 
of chronological records Late mamage, birth of daughters 
before the son and death of the eldest son aU cause variations 
m the generation mterval for royal famihes Then agam if the 
succession to the throne does not pass from the father to the son- 
the generation mterval becomes a false gmde m settling 
chronologies 

110 ‘ Average Regnal Period ’ is a False Guide Smce ir is 

laie that a son is bom before the father’s 18th year, an average 
of regnal penods below 18 m any senes is a certam evidence of 
repeated mterference vuth direct succession from tie father to 
the son with regard to the kmgs Smce the age of the father 
at which a son is born is determmed by biological factors, it 
vanes only withm certam hirnts, say between 1? and 40 Kegnal 
j'^ears, on the other hand, may show such wide variations e g 
between a smgle day and 70 years or more riia' ir is worse than 
useless to fix ‘an average regnal penod One shmld distinguish 
between the factor of ‘average regnaZ -eH-r ' rhat mav be 
proposed to be taken as a gmde to r'— ealculations 
where dates are unknown and ‘the sTeram reanal p<=‘nod 5 
of a particular dynasty where the rorai :c <-1 dvnastic rem 
as well as the numbers of kings hare cernrenrfed. The ‘avernr' 
legnal period’ is a false guide'vti:-''rhra-nrage of regnal penni' 
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calculated fi om kno\\ ji data is an mde\ that may give us valuable 
information 

111 Dcioinmahon of Geiieralion Interval TJnfortimntely 
in many instances histoiians have calculated dates for ancient 
Indian lungs by postulating, each scholar according to his 
individual fancy, a so-called ‘average regnal period’ when neither 
the iclalions of the successive Jungs to one another nor their total 
peiiods veie known When we know that successive kmgs 
stand in the i elation of father and son ‘the generation interval’ 
may ccitainly be used foi chronological calculation Here 
again theio is no field foi individual choice I give below a 
table shoving the average ages of the father at which the first, 
the second and the third son respectively are born in Bengali 
brahmana and ka. 5 mstha famihes The calculations were kindlv 
undertaken on ui}'^ behalf by Professoi P C Mahalanobis, I E S , 
Secietaiy of the Indian Statistical Institute and Editor of the 
statistical jouinnl ‘Samkh 3 'a’ The data were obtained from 
the lecords of the Students Welfare Committee of the Calcutta 
University 


Table VII 


Sons ^ 

Average Ago 
of Father | 

Probable 

Error 

Number of 
Data 

Standard 

Donation 

1st son 

27 10 


403 

6 7 

2nd „ 

30 30 


401 

6 47 

Srd „ 1 

33 70 


359 j 

6 41 

1 


112 Generation Interval in the Puranas The Bengali 
kayasthas have kept a count of their generations from the time 
of Ballala Sena At the present tune the generation numbers of 
adult Bengali kayasthas vary between 20 and 30, the most 
common generation number among yoimg men of twenty is 28 
Ballala Sena’s date is known to be about 1168 AD The 
interval between 1938 AD and 1168 AD ib 780 years If 
we divide this by (28— 1 =) 27, the number of generation intervals 
for the most common generation number, (the number of genera- 
tion mtervals is one less than the generation number), we get 
the ‘average generation interval’ to be 28 9 This talhes with 
the figures in the table It will be remembered that the purapas 
beheve that 100 kmgs cover a penod of 2,700 years (103), the 
‘generation interval’, accordmg to them, is therefore 27 j^ears 
This IS remarkably m accordance with the actual state of affam 
and the figure must have been found by long continued careful 

observation 
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113 Bn(\'~h F\qurc’! TIio Bnli-^h fipiirc'’ for (he ngo of tlic 

mother al mIiuIi (ho first fhiughter i*; liorn iirc folIoA\‘; 



1 Mill \ in 


j ■'fotlior s iiu< nt 

\ 1) 

1 winch fir^t daiigliler 


Mas boni 

1 

lSi.I-IS7n 

1 2h '» 

is7f-lss(i 

_M» 0 

1SSJ-]S<I|J 

J't 1 

is'tl-l'ina 

t 211 () 

laai-iajd 

20 0 

I'tia-i'UJ 

I ">0 U 


20 S 


Tlie^e are British Registrar GcncrnlV data (akeu fioiii C K Rich 
— Tlie inca^urcinent of population growth’, Journal of the 
Iii'^titiKe of Actiiaric'i, Vo! LXV, Part Xo 3111, 1031^, Table 5, 
p ~)2 The concsponrling figures for males arc not available 
10 me 

114 Atcrage Ocncratinn Jnlrrinl i,v 2S±C Years The 
‘average geiici/ition tnlcnal for historical purposes nni thus 
be taken at about 28 >earK with a staiularcl eloiuation of G It 
should be remembered that this figure serves as a reliable guide 
only m the case of .i long senes of kings vhere the succe-sion 
from father to son lias been uninterrupted It must be admirte?d 
that opportunities of appl 3 nng the ‘geneiation interval facto- 
profitabR must be \er 3 rare The factor hoveicr, screes is a 
control to check the averages of regnal penods of dvinstic< 
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Tabi.f IX 


Dj-nast^ 


Pradyota 

Sifiunaka 

Xanda 

'\Iaur3'a 

Sungft 

Ivanva 

Vndbrn 


Xiimber of 
Kings 

Total Eeign 
in Years 

Average of 
Reigmng Penods 

5 

14b 

29 C 

10 

132 

33 2 

0 

100 

11 1 

10 

137 

13 7 

10 

112 

11 2 

4 

45 

11 2 

30 

45G 

152 


Of the above average figures none is inherently improbable The 
averages of reignmg penods for the Pradyotas and the i^i^unakas, 
when checked by the factor of generation interval, are seen to 
he well within the normal limits of 28±6 The puramc averages 
of reigning penods give us the very valuable historical informa- 
tion that only m the Pradyota and the Siiunaka dynasties the 
succession from father to son was likely to have been umnter- 
rupted In aU the othei dynasties repeated disturbances in 
family succession must have taken place 

117 Vincent Smith’s Doubts are untenable Vmcent Smith 
wntes ‘Although the fact that the Saisunaga dynasty consisted 
of ten kings may be admitted, neither the durafron assigned by 
the Purapas to the dynasty as a whole, nor that allotted to 
certam reigns, can be accepted Expenence proves that in a 
long senes an average of twenty-five vears to a generation is 
rarely attained, and that this average is stdl more rarely exceeded 
m a senes of reigns as distinguished from generations’ (Ehi 
p 47 ) Wherever there is an unmterrupted succession from 
father to son the average reigning penod, as I have already 
mdicated, is likely to nse above 25 and it would not be wrong to 
say even above 30 years m a short senes like that of the SiSunakas 
Vincent Smith also doubts the possibdity of the successive high 
figures 42 and 43 for the regnal years of Nandivardhana and 
Mahanandi (Ehi p 41 ) There is, however, nothing inherently 
improbable m this Let us suppose that I^andivardhana ascended 
the throne in his 23rd year and that Mahanandi, bis son, was 
born at his 40th year He mav be supposed to have died at 65 
years This gives him a regnal penod of 42 years At the time 
of Mahanandi’s death his son would be 25 years old, there is 
not hin g to suppose that he could not have attained the age of 
68 which would give him a 43 years’ reign Vmcent Smith is 
utterly wrong m his suppositions regarding both dynastic and 
individual reigmng penods as the previous discussions should 
prove 
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US Di'^crcpancics c find tlmi the puni me accounts, a'; 

regards either recorded regnal years oi 
dMiastic total periods, n^a^ safeh be relied 
ujioii Tlie chronology also is found to be 
s( rough supported bv \arious internal e\ndcncc The discre- 
pancies that luue been noticed arc just of the t\ po that one Mould 
expect in authentic aecoiints recorded hi different persons and 
transmitted in writing on frail material b> scribes from genera- 
tion to generation When it is remembered that information 
more than 2,')00 ^onlN old has hccii prcsen*cd in this manner one 
wonders that there lune not been diserepancies of a more serious 
nature The causes that ])re\ented this mischief and served to 
preser\e the piiraiias from total extinction he in the religious 
attitude of the Indian public towaids them, an attitude deli- 
beniteh fostered In the puianakaias It is said In the puriinas 
that ainboch who makes a eop\ of a piiiana and presents it to a 
learned brrihmana attains hea\en am one who hears recites or 
preser\es the dviiastic list*, is cure to be blessed with children 
riches and se on (\'ip-b 1\’^ 3 Vap-a M9 •tr)2-tt»I ]\ltp a o3 ) 
1 lune nlreach said that the piirrmas have been considered to be 
asiiiMohble as the Vedas Vans Kennedv wrote in ISJO'It is. 
at least certain that the manti«eripts of the Punlnns Avliich are, 
at this da^ , spivad o\cr India, from Cashmere to the exlrenntt 
of the southern peninsula, and from .lagannatha to Dwnrakn, 
(ontain prcoiseh the same works and it is, therefore most 
jirobable tliat the Puranas lln^<. alwats iiecn preserved in 
preciseK the same state us that in wluehtliov were first c'onumtted 
to wTiting’ (Vip w Appendix, j) 203 n ) 

119 Succcgsnr Redactors of the Pjir(7}in<> hroiii all this 
it IS not to bo supposed tliat the jiuranas win wTitteii down 
in somt lemotc ancient time in their present fonn and havi 
lemamed in that st^itc ever since Tlie original ai counts of 
the different puriinas were regiilarlv siipplciiionfed with frt's), 
Instoncal materials from age to age and wen- broiiglit up to 
date bv suceessiv'c puranakums TJie mines if J{ sm h sucees. 
siv^e editors of the Visnupuriuia are to lie found in th it work 
m Bk Chap S 42- The names of the ndaitnrs of thi 
Vavm are mentioned in Vavai 103 .78 , thev an- 1(1 in number 
The prophetic form of waiting is a convention that s, rvts to 
perpetuate the memory of sonic pist ilhistnoii-. piirin ikani 
It IS not a deliberate dence to diijie the endulrus hiitv Wi 

have parallel instances at the present tinii al-o Criv s \nntoniv 

still goes by that name although sui « esu e < ditor- h iv t < h iii-jcd 
the original beyond recognition One nnv snnil irlv hoix- tint 
Wells s history wall be called bv that innie .7(»0 vi irs henci 
although fresh matcnnls might (ontinut to Ik adrlfd from timi 
to time to keep it up to date in tin- voniiei tion it is mten sting 
to note that an unknown redactor, following tin old tradition 
has sought to bring the Bhavisv.ipnran i uj) ti^i dnti bv iiisvidini^ 
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histoiicnl nccoimts tlint come do%m to the time of Queen Victoria 
A Jnstoncnl rccoid m (lie puranns is not to be necessarily dis- 
boliovcd simply bocnuso it happened to liavo been added to in 
Intel times 


S The Pubanjc Era 


120 Nunda\ Cownation Date as Point of Refeience I 
shall non take up tlic cpiestion nhethci the purunakuras have 

XXXIII Tlu> I'.ra reforcuco to which the 

usocl in tlio Pnranos iBgnal years, the total periods and the m- 
tervals recorded bj' them may be defimtely 
located It must bo admitted at once that they have not 
specified by name any era of this soit, but that they actually did 
use one is to be inferred from certem passages m the puranas 
Wlion anjbod} nntcs that Alexander died 323 3 ears before the 
birth of Chnst and the groat European War took place 1,914 
years after Clirist nns born, one is justified m concluding that the 
birth of Clinst coincided with the epoch of an era started in 


commemoration of the event Now compare inth this the i^lokas 
416, 416 and 417 of cliapter 99 of the Va^m These ^lokas may 
bo translated as follons ‘From the coronation of Mahadeva 


(Mahiipadma Nanda) to the birth of Pank§it an mterval of 
1,060 3 'eai's is to be recognized The measure of an interval 
that comes after Mahapadma has also been stated , this mterval 
is kuoivn to bo one of 836 years, it is said tliat this period 
denotes the end of the Andhras The time interval has been 


counted by future learned mis versed m the puranas ’ 

Similarly the Matsya states ‘From the coronation of 
Mahapadma to the birth of Panksit 1,060 years have been 
knoivn to have elapsed TiU Pauloma or till the Andhras 
after Mahapadma agam there is an mterval of 836 years 
Tliese (two) mtervals intervene between Panksit and the end 
of the Andhras They have been counted by learned r§is 
versed m the pmanas m latei tunes ’ (Mtp-a <273 36-38 ) 
The Vignupurana states From the birth of Panksit to the 
coronation of Nanda [an mterval is to be taken mto account], 
this [mterval] is to be recognized as [one of] fifteen [years] 
m addition to one thousand years (Vip-b TV 24 32 , Vip-w 
p 230 ) The Visnnpurana mentions the mterval between Nanda 
and Panksit only and puts it down at 1,016 years mstead of 1,050 
years as m the Vayu and m the Matsya [For transhteration 
of the Vap, Mtp and Vip ^lokas, referred to m this paragraph, 
see ap ] These statements justify the assumption that the 
later puranakaras used Nanda’s coronation as the central 
reference pomt of then time records, t e , they used the date of 
Mahapadma Nanda’s coronation as the epoch of an era for the 
purposes of chronology We may call this era the Nanda era 
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121 The Nanda Era The Nanda era seeros to have been 
in continuous use from the time of Nanda tdl the end of the 
Andhras at least Nanda was a very powerful monarch who, 
as the puranas state, annihilated aU mdependent k^atnya kmgs 
and brought the whole country under his sway K the pura- 
nas are to be beheved, he was a greater emperor than even 
Yudhi^thira It is perfectly natural that Nanda should have 
started an era of his own , much lesser kmgs have done the same 
This consideration, when taken m conjunction with the puramc 
statements mentioned above, makes it almost certam that Nanda 
did start an era Nanda’s era must have acquired wide cunency 
as he ruled over an extensive empire 

122 Fate of the Nanda Era One is naturally curious to 
know what happened to this era No absolutely certam informa- 
tion can be given on this pomt No inscription or com or any 
hterary reference that mentions this era has yet been discovered, 
this IS rather strange, as the fact that the puranakaras contmued 
to count tune m terms of this era for 800 years at least tdl as 
late as the end of the Andhras proves that the era must have 
been more widely prevalent and better known than either the 
Vikrama Samvat or the ^akabda My contention is that the 
Nanda era has aU along been m contmuous use smce the tune 
of Nanda under a modified form and a different name and it is 
still bemg used at the present tune The Kah era that the 
Indian almanacs have been recordmg from year to year from a 
very remote past, and that has been used as a pomt of reference 
by aU astronomers, is reaUy a modified Nanda era This supposi- 
tion, as I shall presently show, gives a date for Nanda’s coronation 
that fits m extremely well with the whole scheme of puramc 
chronology, takmg this as the startmg pomt of our calculations 
we can fix the dates of aU the puramc dynasties and of all mdivi- 
dual kmgs from the recorded total and regnal periods as has been 
done m Table IV The dates thus obtamed for Candragupta, 
AAika and others will be seen to be m perfect accord with those 
obtamed from other sources In fact these puramc dates serve 
to clear up many obscure pomts m ancient Indian history 
They do not clash with any defimte findmg from any other 
rehable source The supposition may therefore be considered 
to be of the nature of a theory m science A theory is justifiable 
and IS acceptable if it offers a satisfactory and adequate explana- 
tion of different facts 

123 Social Order in the Kali Tuga In order to understand 

how the Nanda era was transformed mto 
foT^Ation 'Tf present tune we have to 

ISTanda Era turn to the puranas agam I have aheady 

pomted out that the Kalpa Cycle of 6,000 
years was divided mto four imequal divisions m the ratio 
of 4 3 2 1 This gave a kah of 600 years The motive 

behind tlus division was based on socio-rehgious conceptions 


70 


OntlMWASIIfchHAK HOSE 


[VOL V, 


of Ult puianakruns ‘Sur^asiddhanla ’ says that tho division 
of a kalpa into kjla, e/c is foi tJio purpose of indicating 
‘dliaimapada i e , the socio religious state of tlie people (1 16 ) 
Dining tho krta period ijie rUiauna of tho aociotv is believed to 
bo of tho ordoi of ‘four.quarlors’, t c , it is at its best, in trota it 
iH three quarters, in dvapara it is tvo quarters and m kali the 
dharina is merely one quarter Accorchng to tho puriinakaras 
there was no conception of sin in the societj'' in the early krta 
tTiga, social order became fixed in treta ivlion kmgs laid down 
laws for tho conduct of people, tlic idea of sin developed at this 
stage The smful propensities of men went on increasing 
progressively till in kali onlj one quarter dharma was loft 
Aftci the end of kali the social order vas supposed to begin anev 
from the krta stage (Vnp-a 67, 58, 69 ) Tho puranaknras 
behoved in a regular cycle of social and moral development 

124 KalJ I and the nev Kfla Age The Vayu saj's that in 
the kali ago, the brahmanas, kstriyas and vaiSyas gradually get 
extinct and most of the kmgs happen to be of the fiudra caste 
and they Ixicome patrons of tho ‘pasanda faith ’ It is commonly 
behoved that tho kali age is still going on and that when this 
age ends Kalki, an mcamatiou of Vi?nu, wiU be bom and will 
icstoie tho social and religious order to its pnstmo gloiy ushering 
in a new kiiia age Curiously cnougli the Kallapurana describes 
tho exploits of Kalki not in the prophetic fomi but as events 
of the past It says that Kalki was bom long ago, that he 
raairied the daughtei of king Brhadiatha, took kmg Vifiakha- 
^’^ipa as lus all}'’ and killed lung Suddhodana and all mlecchas, 
vavanas and other heretics and restored dharma on this earth 
(Kip 1 4 30 , 2 1 25 , 2 3 76 , 2 7 28 ) 

125 Contemporaries of Kalki The tradition, on winch the 
Kalkipurana is based, gives us three important items of informa- 
tion, VIZ , (i) Kalki lived in the past, (u) he was a contemporary 
of Vilakhayupa, Brhadratha and Suddhodana, and (m) he ushered 
in tho krta yuga I have already pointed out that the puramo 
kah jmga began in 1468 b C (on the assumption that Nanda’s 
coronation was in 401 b C ), and lasted for 500 years The kali 
thus ended m 958 b C w hen a new krta began with a transition 
period of 2,000 months, t e , of about 167 years after which 
tho krta yuga pioper w'as established This would give us 
(968 — 167 =) 791 b C as the date of the setting in of krta 3Tiga 
proper A reference to Table IV ivill show that the Pradyota 
king Vi^khayupa’s reign lasted from 834 b C to 784 b C The 
starting pomt of the kfta yuga proper falls ivithin this period 
This IS a remarkable agreement From puramc evidence it can be 
further proved that Suddhodana or Kruddhodana of the Ik§vaku 
dynasty and Brhadratha of the Puru dynasty were both mn- 
temporanes of Vifiakhayupa of the Pradyota dynasty (Ppv 
Chap 19 ) Thus the Kalki tradition is fully supported bj’’ 
puramc chronology, but the peculiar fact emerges t at in 
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curient Hindu tradition tlie age of Kaltci lias been pushed forward 
to a remote future, it remains to be explained bow this could 
happen 

126 Extension of the old Kah Yiiga Accoiding to the old 
puiainc tradition the second krta which began after the end of 
kah in 958 b C must have ended in (2000—968 =) 1042 a C , 
when the second treta began, this treta would last till (1042+ 
1500 =) 2642 a C So if ive are to calculate on the basis of the 
old puramc cUiarma scale, ve should admit that the treta age 
IS still contmumg A reference to the Indian calendai u'lll, 
ho^\e^el, shou that ve are hviug in the kah age The calendai 
records further that this kah age started m 3101 b C and will 
continue for an mcrcdibl}’’ long, long time yet It is obvious 
that the puiamc kah of 600 years has suffered an increase and 
has been extended both backwards and forwards We find 
an mteresting puramc reference to this modification of the kali 
period The Visnupurana writes 

‘They (the saptarsis) were in magha, O the best of biah- 
manas, at the tmie of Pank§it, and it wrs then that 
the kah of 1,200 (div3>-a) years began, when the mcarna- 
tion, that w as the part of Lord Visnu hunself, and that 
was born of the race of Vasudeva, left for heaven then 
came kah So long as he (Krsna) contmued to tread on 
tins earth with his lotus feet the kah did not succeed in 
making anj’’ mipression on this w orld When the part 
of the Eternal Visnu returned to heaven, Yudhisthira, 
the son of dharma, left the kingdom with his younger 
brothers, and seemg untoward portents at the passmg 
aw ay of BLrsna installed Panksit on the throne When 
the great rsis (saptarsis) go over to the purva^adha then 
from Handa onwards tbis kah will suffer an mcrease 
When Hrsna left for heaven then and on that very da}^ 
started the kah age the count of which, as you hear 
from me, wiU be 360,000 human years, when 1,200 divya 
years wiU have elapsed then "krta wall start agam ’ 
(Vip-b I'\' 24 3++2 ) 

126 (1) Divya Tears and Kah Tnga 1,200 divya 
yeais are equivalent to (1200x360 =) 432,000 human years 
This IS conceived to be the total period of the kah referred to m 
this quotation and mentioned m Indian almanacs , of this period, 
one-tenth, i e , 36,000 years, from the transition period at the 
begmmng and the same number of years from the transition 
period at the end , the kah jmga proper has 360,000 years as stated 
m the text We thus get (36000+360000+36000 =) 432,000 
years for the complete kah This big figure is really derived 
m a simple manner from an ongmaUy conceived yuga of 1,000 
human years 
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127 TransUtm Periods For the purpose of mdicaW 
the transition periods of anj’ yuga it is first converted into 
months The transition penods have as many months each as 
the years of the complete yuga Counted m years or m months 
each transition period is one-tenth the yuga proper 1,000 years 
make 12,000 months for the complete yuga, of this, 1,200 months 
form the transition penod at the beginmng, 12,000 months the 
middle, the yuga proper, and 1,200 months the end These 
figures are now multiphed each by 360, the factor for the divya 
scale, for the purpose of gettmg a magmfied yuga Divya 
measure is to human measure as a ‘savana’ year is to a day, 

2 e , as 360 is to 1 Startmg from a yuga of 1,000 years the 
puraijakaras thus got an extended kab of (432000-p4320000-{- 
432000 =) 6,184,000 months or 432,000 years (Fo^ fullei 
details of the construction of the puramc yuga cycles see my 
book Purapaprave^ ) In the enumeration of the kah count 
m the text quoted from Vispupurapa, Nanda’s name seems at 
first quite out of place It has really been introduced just to 
indicate that the old kah of 500 years suffered an mcrease, and 
was replaced by the big kah with Nanda’s tune as the fixed 
point of reference and that Nanda’s date has an important 
bearing in the determmation of the epoch of the new kah yuga 

128 The old Kah and the 28ih Piif Tuga In order to 


XXXV Nanda’s 
Coronation and 
Kah Era 


understand the part played by the date of 
Nanda’s coronation m the fixing of the 
beginmng of this kah we shah have to go 
back on the old kah count that formed a part 


of the Kalpa Cycle of 6,000 years Before the mtroduction of the 
saptarsi century scale the puranakaras, for tlie purpose of 
histoncal reference, divided the 6,000 years of the kalpa into 


30 yugas, each compnsmg 2,000 months This yuga may con- 
vemently be called the ‘pitr yuga’ because it was used to locate 
the times of the ‘pitrs’ or ancestors, t e , people who were long 
dead (Ppv pp 43- ) The first 12 pitr yugas, covering 2,000 
years, constituted the krta, from the 13th to the 21st pitr yuga 
the period of 1,500 years was the treta, from the 22nd to the end 
of the 27th was the dvapara with a duration of 1,000 years, and 
from the 28th to the end of the 30th was the kali of 600 years 
This old kah began in the 28th yuga, and Krgna also was born 
111 the same yuga O^ap-a 98 97,Vip-b V 23 25 Skp Visnu- 
khanda 3 13 ) So ue find that m the old scale 27 jmgas had 
elapsed before kah commenced Accordmg to the puramc con- 
ception kah yuga is characterized by loss of prestige of the 
brahmanas and by mcreased sinfulness of the people, the 6udrns 

become kmg at this period j , m 

129 Falsification of Pwamc Conception in Nanda s 1 imes 
Nov when Nanda became the imdisputcd monarch the purana- 
karas found that although the age was second krta accoring 
to the old dliarma scale, and although according to tradition 
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there should have been pieseai ‘foui quarteis dharma’ among 
the people vet, as n matter of fact, a 6udia had come to the throne 
(Nanda vas the son of a sudia voman), and this 6udra had 
exterminated all the ksatrna kmgs belongmg to ancient dynas- 
ties, Buddliism and Jaimsm which were both ‘pa'janda faith’ 
vere rampant The puiamc conception nas thus entirely 
falsified, the ‘signs of the times all pomted to the kali age The 
puranakaras therefore, extended the period of kah Since it 
vas knovn that before kali set in 27 yugas'had elapsed and 
since they veie coiintmg yugas; in terms of the Saptarsi Cycle at 
the time, the^ added 27 saptarsi Auigas to Nanda’s date and 
pushed back the epoch of the Nanda eia by 2,700 j^ears, the 
extended Xanda era constituted the new kah ’^niga, this placed 
aSTanda at the end of the 27th juiga and tiie beg inni ng of the 28th 
uhich corresponded to tlic bcginiung of the kah in the old scale 
The old tradition Avas thus sought to be maintained and Nanda’s 
time Alas turned into kali Thc^' called this ncu era Kalyabda 
or the Kah era, and it has been knovn Ija" that name evei 
since 

130 isanda IS dcsaibcd as an Incarnatwn of Kali Nanda 
has been called ‘Kahkfim^ajah ’ by the Matsya (272 IS) and 
‘Kalasambrtah’ by I'ua'u (99 320) Both these epithets are 
extreraelj significant The first means ‘boin of a part of kah’, 
} e , an mcarnation of kah (Ivrsna has been similarly called 
‘Ausnoramsaja’, t e , an incarnation of Visnu Vip-b IV 24 35 ) 
‘Kalasambrtah’ means ‘the chosen of the Time’ The kali 
age ‘chose’ Kanda for the purpose of fixmg its epoch, and lent 
its OAATi name to the Kanda era Another possible meamng 
of ‘kalasambrtah’ is ‘hidden or covered by time’ Nanda’s 
coronation date may be said to be hidden by the Kah era In 
later times this era Avas also called the Yudhisthira era smee 
Yudlu^thira A\as knoAvn to have been the first kmg of the old 
kah age that got mcluded Anthin the new kah Stfil later, 
mstead of sajnng that the 2Sth yuga Avas the kah yuga it was 
asserted that the present kah of 432,000 years is the 28th kah 
of an mimensety big cycle This saved contradictions that 
Avould haA’-e been otheiAvise inevitable as a result of the confusion 
between the 28th pitr juiga of the old scale and the 28th yuga 
of the Kah era, counted accoiding to the nevei saptarsi centurj^ 
scale 

131 Fixing Nanda s Coronation at 401 b C In order to 
fix the date of Kanda’s coronation we have thus to find out the 
epoch of the present Kah era and deduct from it 2,700 years. 
The Kah epoch, accordmg to the Indian calendar, is 3101 b C 
Therefore the date of Nanda’s coronation is (3101— 2700 =) 
401 b C I have already said that this date fits m extremely 
weU Avith other knoAvn dates and is not contradicted by any 
defimte and rehable fiuHing from any other somce It clears 
up manj'^ obscure pomts m ancient Indian history 
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132 Inscnpkonal Dates for Qautamlpuira and Pvlumdvi 

XXXVI C01T8 ^ ^ Having obtained dates 

of Date ® ^diu-a kings it will 

Oautamiputra and ^ possible to correlate the puramc 

Pulomavi data with the inscnption and com data of the 

Andhras The only certam dates on the 
inscnptional side are those for the two successive kmgs 
"Gautamiputra Sii Satakarpi and his son Vasisthiputra 
Pulumavi They may be placed between 106 A D and 160 A I) 
(19 6a ) The dates ascnbed to Sunuka and the third kmg 
Satakarpi by modem scholars rest on an extremely flimsy 
basis as I have already shoivn (80-82 ) The dates 106 A D 
and 160 A D , therefore, should form the basis for identification 

133 Puramc Dates for the mocth and the seventh Kings 
74aC~ 148 aC A reference to the puramc dates m Table TV 
iviU at once show that kings No 6 and No 7 reigned from 74 
a C to 148 a C Their respective puramc names are ^atakarpi 
or ^atakarpi and Lambodara The sixth king i§ri ^atakarpi 
can therefore be identified with almost complete certamty with 
•Gautamiputra 6ri ^atakanp of the mscnptions, the Gautami- 


putra that was the contemporary of XJsavadata of the inscriptions 
and whose mother was BalaSri and whose son was Vasisthiputra 
Pulumavi King No 7, 1.ambodara, of the puranas is thus to be 
identified with Vasisthiputra Puluma'n ivho was presumably 


a contemporary of Ptolemy and who is said to have been defeated 
twice by Rudradaman of the Junagadh Gimar mscnption In 
establishing these two identities it is to be noted that the gotra 
name Gautamiputra of kmg No 6 has not been mentioned bj' 
the purapas nor the name Pulumavi of long No 7 We know 
from mscnptions that YajnaM was also a Gautamiputra 
^atakanp, m his case too, the purapas do not record the gotra 
name A reference to my previous discussion of the names of 
Andhra kmgs (30-37 , 63, 75, 89) will show that tins omission 
IS no justification for rejectmg the identification. On the other 
hand, if we admit the possibihty that ^atakarm might have been 
a personal name of some particular Andhra kmg, our choice will 
certainly fall on kmg No 6 who has been uniformly called 
^atakarpi by aU the puranas In hne 9 of the Balafri mscnption 
Gautamiputra 6ri ^latakarm has been called singly Sri Satakarra 
<150, 161 ) Kin g No 3, who is also called Satakarm by the 
Vi?nu, has a vanant in ^rimallakarpi, m the Matsya The 
arguments about names need not detam us any further, for then 
rehabihty as a basis for identification, even when them is 
concord in regard to two or more successive names, is, as I have 
shoivn, qmte small The only relevant fact that we rfiould 
consider m proposing an identity, when there are tno differen 



1939] EECONSTETJOTION OF ANDHEA COniONOI-OGy 


81 


names, is iFhether the discrepancy between them is of such an 
order as to preclude it 

133 (1) Identities of Sri t^dtakarni with Gaulnrnipvtro 
Sii ^dtakarni and of LamhoMra with V dsi^thlpulra Pvlumdvi 
GThe names Gautamiputra Sri »§atakami of the inscnption and 6rl 
Satakarpi of the puranas are certainly not of this type, they are 
complementary to each other The name Lambodara of thf 7th 
king IS obviously a sobriquet There ls nothing against the 
supposition that his personal name vas Pulumavi It is true 
that this will add another Puloma to the four already existing 
m the puramc hst The frequeney of occurrence of this name 
among the Andhras is m favour of, rather than against, the sup- 
position that Lambodara was Pulumavi The dates for Lam 
hodara on the one hand and for Vasrsthiputra Pu]uma\u on the 
other do not leave any doubt about the identity of the two The 
regnal periods of Lambodara (18 years) and Pulumavi (latest 
regnal year = 24) do not tally, the same type of discrepancy 
between the puramc and mscnptional regnal 3 'ears is al-o to 
be seen m the case of YajhaM Such difference^ can be satis- 
factorily explamed, as I have already shown, bj* the suppo-ition 
that a penod of provincial rule preceded the acccj-uon to the 
throne (4f» ) In the case of Pulumavi there is ^omc defirate 
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m ills Vi^nupurana Both Yue-ai and Yue-gnai (Yajna^ri), 
therefore, belong to the same place The date A D 428 and the 
name Yue-ai, that means ‘Moon-loved’ accordmg to V Smith, 
agree with the date and name of the 29th Andhra kmg, Candra- 
^i, who, accordmg to the puranas, reigned from 418 a C to 
428 a C The two may therefore be considered to be the same 
person 
137 


XXXIX 6i§uka 
and Vikramaditva 


Story of Vihramaditya An Indian hterary record wdl 
help us to test the puramc date of 6i^uka the 
first Andhra king There is a weU known 
Sanskrit work named ‘Dvatrim^at Puttahka’ 
the authorship of which is popularly ascribed to Kahdasa 
Neither the date of this work nor any correct mformation of 
its authorship is relevant to my purpose I shall only consider 
a certain tradition recorded m this ivork The stoiy, m short, 
IS as follows 


In the town of Ujjaymi there ruled a raja named 
Bhartrhan Hia younger brother was called Vikramaditya 
Owmg to the suspected infidehty of his beloved wife Bhartrhan 
got disgusted with mundane affairs and, abdicating the throne 
m favour of his younger brother, left the kingdom m order to 
hve the hfe of an ascetic Vikramaditya who succeeded to the 
throne was a very learned prmce himself and a great patron 
of leammg He was versed m aU the fine arts of his tune 

138 Vikramdditya’s Death at the Hand of ^dlivdhana 
Vikramaditya was a daring and an ambitious prmce After he 
had succeeded his brother he went out on a mfiitary expedition, 
made extensive conquests and returned home with immense 
wealth (16th anecdote ) He built himself a throne the steps 
of which were made of 32 statuettes Vikramaditya ’s statuette 
throne enjoyed a reputation that was only rivalled m later tunes 
b5’’ the peacock throne of the Mughals Vikramaditya styled 
himself ‘rajadhiraja, parame^vara, lord of the earth up to tlie 
seas ’ (32nd anecdote ) After many years of Vikramaditya ’s 

reign had passed by it so happened that pi a town called 
Prati^thanagara a gul, who was only two years and a half old, 
gave birth to a son called ^ahvahana The father of the boy was 
Sesa the kmg of the Nagas At the birth of the boy evil portents 
made then appearance m Ujjaymi There were earthquakes, 
nsmg of comets and other unusual phenomena The royal 
astrologers were consulted Tliey said the disturbances por- 
tended danger to the kmg Vikramaditya remembered that as a 
reward for his rehgious austerities he had once earned a boon 
that he could only be kiUed by a person bom of a girl two years 
and a half old Vikrama thought tliat as this was an impossibility’ 
he was safe from everybody The astrologers said that the ways 
of natural creation were ‘unthinkable’ so it vould be wise to 
make enqumes Vetala, a courtier of Vikramaditya, vas 
deputed for this purpose He searched many countries for 
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HUo]i a piodigv mid ultimately came to Piati?(]ianagaia, and 
-?«« in the homo of a poUei an infant boy (uianavakam) and a 
goidon gill (kanclinn kanyrdcnin) playing togothor On boin<- 
asked the gnl infoimcd him that the boy was her son, 'the gni 
pointed out a bifllimana who, she said, uas hoi fathei The 
bijilimana infoiincd \^ot(tla that the boy, who i\as named 
Srdivrdiiuia, was boui as a result of lus dnughtei’s association 
with S(^ the king of the Nugas Votfila roiuiTicd to Ujjajam 
and told \ikiamaditya of the fact On hearing this Vikiam- 
adil\a stnited foi Piatisthunagaia with a swoid, and when he 
atlomiited to kill Srilniihana the latter struck back with a lod 
with such foicc tjiat ^ ikiamaditva W'as Iiuilcd back to Ujja^nni 
wliere ho died of his injnnos (Vahusruta anecdote ) 

130 Vibamddih/a's Defeat at the Hand of t^dlndhana 
Thci c is a diiToicnt voi-sion of the abo\ o stoi v m the 24th anecdote 
winch states tliat ViLramaditya sent an order by a lettei to 
.Srdivahana askiny him to attend lus comt, but Siilivahana 
tofusod Thoieupon Vikiamadit 3 'n stniied with an immense 
unn to punish him Sahvrihnnn, w'ho was then living m a 
pottci’s house, eieatod figlitmg units consisting of elephants, 
ea^al^, cliaiiots and infantry out of potter’s earth, gave tliem 
life by i-ccanting mantras, and went to meet Vilcmmaditya 
l^rdn aiiana w'as at first defeated but he soon got a roinfoi cement 
from the king of tlio Niigns wjio sent a huge army of Nagas to 
help bun ^’lkramadlt 3 'a’s battalions W'ei-o coinplotel}’ louted, 
ho w'ont back to Ujjaymi where ho hved for nme j^ears more in 
penance doing homage to Vasuki (tho loid of the serpents oi 
Nagas) before he died Ho did not raise auothei armj’’ to attack 
f^tllivajiana again because of a premise ho had made to an agent 
of the Inttoi Tho firat version has been inseited in the chapter 
named ‘bnhu^ratopnkhyana’ which means ‘oft-heard storj'’ 

140 ^iiula the conqueior of Vtkramddttya It is quite 
easy to get at the tiuth that has been preseived m the mterestmg 
traditional accounts of the Dvatiim&it Puttahka The potter’s 
eaith, out of w'hicli aimies could he raised, is the State It is 
quite common in Sausknt hteinture to denote ‘kmgdom’ by 
the term ‘eaith’ (c/ Icsitipati = lord of the eaith ) Tho 
golden gnl lepresents the deity of the State that was full of riches 
She 18 only two years and a half old ni the story shelving that the 
State was a neivh^ acquired one She was bom of a brahmana 
the Kania long, whom the first Sahvahana displaced, was a 
biahmann Tho new' king ivas hom as a result of an association 
of tho State wuth the Nagas who also helped the king m ovei- 
throwiug Vilcrnmachtya Tho most interesting poition of the 
whole account is the fact that Sahvahana is represented ns an 
infant, as n ‘ manavnka an e^i-ession that is an exact equivalent 
of the name of the firat Sahvahana Andhra king Si^uka 
‘^Sukn’ moans a httle infant No doubt is left as to which 
{^nhvahana is referred to in the stoiy, especially when w-o 
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remembei that this ‘mruiavakn ’ lived in Piatisthaiiagaia vhich 
IS ccrlmnh identical vith Pratisthana or Pnillian, an impoitant 
seat of the Andliras 

141 ^ Contnnporaimly of the first Andha King and Viliam- 
dditija Sisuk.i the fiist i^alnahana Andlira lung may, theiefore 
he safeh rcgaidcd as a coutcmpolal^ of the famous Vikiamaditya 
of Uj]a\uni Vikiamaditva is ccitainl}’^ not an imaginaiy figure 
as manv lla^e supposed In Indian tiadition the first f^alivdliana 
king has often been confused vitb the sivtli Sfilivahana king, 
as I shall show latei on, but the story m the Dvati irasat Puttahka 
shows no such admixture The account icfcrs to the fiist 
i^uln ahana king solch An effort may now be made to construct 
a historical account of the first SfiliA ahana king Sisuka fiom 
traditional materials referred to here 1 see no valid icason foi 
disbehei'iiig tins tradition 

142 Vil ram Sannaf 57 BC It is well known that 
VikraniaditAa of Ujjaymi was the founder of the Sainvat era 
the epoch of which is 67 B C At this period, nccoiding to the 
puiaiias, the Kanvas wcic the paramount power m India, and 
Bhuminntra, the second Kanva king, was on the impciial tliione 
(See Table IV ) It seems that Bhaitihaii, the cider biothei of 
Vikiamaditva, was a vassal of the Kanias as, accoiding to 
tradition, lie was merely a ‘ra]a’ Vlk^anladlt^a who succeeded 
him was an ambitious poison He bioke away fiom the siize- 
laintv of the Kanvas, conquered surrounebng tenitoiies and 
proclaimed hniiself an independent ‘ic'qadhiiaja’ According to 
other traditions he turned out the 6akas and waged an un- 
lelenting campaign against them, and cnined for himself the 
sobnquet ‘^akaii’ or the ‘enemy of the takas’ He started an 
era apparently in commemoration of his uidependcncc As 
Vikrama w'as a gieat patron of learmng he attracted many 
learned men to his court among whom iveie astionomers It 
ivas through the help of the astronomers of Vikraina’s court that 
the Samvat era obtained ivide currency The Kanvas w'ere 
apparently too weak to interrupt the victorious career of such 
a daring person as Vikramadit 3 '’a and he continued to reign 
unmolested bj’' them 

143 Andhras and the Ndgas About 21 b C , taking 
advantage of the wealmess of the last Kanva Su^armap, another 
powerful vassal, who was ruling m the provinces round about 
Paithan, ^iSuka by name, usurped the thione ^iSuka the 
AndJira, it appears from the tradition, belonged to the Naga 
tnbe and he was helped m his mihtary activities by the Nagas 
In this connection Rapson’s remarks are mterestmg Referring 
to the Andhra rulers Cutukadananda and Mudananda, Bapson 
says ‘If Amgiya-kula-vadhana and Mudananda are correctly 
erplained as referring to the Angas and Mundas of Eastern 
India, it must be supposed that the Andhras were associated 
with other Bravidian peoples m the conquest of the West’ 
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(Cca p x\m n ) The word Naga is also associated with 
some of the Andlira princes, e g , Kliamda-Naga-Sataka, 6iva- 
Khamda-Naga-Srl (Cca p hii ) The Naga symbol is to be 
found in some coins associated Anth the Andhras (Cca p 63 ) 
Tlio elepliant symbol, so common in Andlira corns, is very likely 
a Naga symbol as one of the raeamngs of the word Naga is 
elephant In the BalaSri inscnption the comparison of Gautaml- 
putra to both a serpent and an elephant is significant (36 ) 

144 Simula's Accession in 21 h C When ^i6iika uBiirped 
the nnpenal throne in 21 b C Viltramaditya naturally got restive 
<uid his ambition blazed up He thought he could easily oust 
the 6udra usmpor wlio vas not j'ct firmly settled on the throne 
and become the monarch himself He took two years and a 
half in piepniation, and led an expedition against 6i^uka who 
Avas then m Pnithan The enemy, hovevor, proved too strong 
foi him Unexpected hordes of Nagas came to the help of 6i^uka, 
and ^hklamadltya’s ainiy was totally routed He became a 
tributar'\ to SiSuka and had to pay him homages Vikraniaditya 
IS likely to have been thus vanquished about (21— — ) 18 b C 
He died 9 A'eais later, about 9 bC, according to tradition 
Vikraniaditya must have succeeded Ins bi other, vho was himself 
young at the time of abdication, at a very early age Supposmg 
he M as 24 years old when he proclaimed himself an independent 
king and started the Samvat era, he is likely to have been born 
about (24 years+57 B C , the epocli of Vikrama era =) 81 B C 
He vould thus have been (81—9 =) 72 years old at the tune of 
his death There is thus nothing improbable in the traditional 
account that ivould go against the supposition that Si^uka and 
Vikramaditya were contemporaries On the other hand, the 
coincidence of dates is almost a certain proof of the contem- 
poraneity of these tivo kings The provmce of l\Ialava annexed 
by Si4uka seems to have been lost to the Andhras some time 
aftei wards It ivas reconquered by Gautamiputra Gautami- 
putra, as wiU be seen later (168), appomted Castana to its 
governorship 

146 External support for the Piirantc dates of the Andhras 
There is thus a four-pomt contact, between 
XL Four point puramc data for Hie senes of 30 Andhra 
Contact mscnptional and 

literary evidence on the other, showing simultaneous concord 
of names and dates at each pomt Table X shows the agreement 
of dates and names at a glance 
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T^blf X FouR-roiKT Contact 


PURAIJA'^ 

Other Soeeces 

No 

I Name of Kinp 

j Date? 

Dates 

Xames and Bofercnce 

1 

Si&iiKn 

21 be 

2 a C 

La tor than 

57 B C b\ 
‘mnn^ a cars 
of \ ikrnma’s 
reign ’ j 

‘AIana\nkn’ or Infant 
8rili\ filiana {D\ a- 

tnmiat Puttabka ) 

(> 

^ri ^ritnkaiiii 

! 

74 a C 

I I )() a e 

1 

lOG V D 

1 10 A D 1 

1 I 

1 

Gautamiputra ^rl 

^fitakami (Insenp 
tion Cca p vx\ ) 

J7 

Yjijnn^ri , 

1 

4()J a r ; 
11 2 a C ! 

1 4(»b A D 

' Yuo pnai (Clnnese 

annals Vip av IA^' 

pp 201-206 ) 

_>i, 

Cantlrn^n 

1 1 b a C 

128 a C 

1 

42S A D 

1 

Yno ai (Moon lo\ ed) 
(Chinese record 

Eln p 313 ) 
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be no doubt that t}io political conditions ulucb admitted of tjie 
gioutb of a stiong powoi in this pait of India More duo to the 
decline and fall of the Andhia empiie, but the foundation of an 
01 a must bo held to denote the successful estabhshment of the 
now power rathoi than its fiist beginnings or the dowmfall of the 
Andhras’ (p clxii ) ‘It must therefore remain for the 
present doubtful wdicther the Traikutaka kings founded an 
era of their own, oi whctlioi thcj' continued to use a chronological 
sj'stom estabhshed by their predecessors’ (p clxi ) It is 
to bo noticed that Rapson did not take into account the possibihty 
of the Abhiias’ oi the early Tiaikfitakas’ actmg as satraps of the 
pai amount Andhia jiower 

148 Twikulala date suppoits Puramc account It is not 
at all nocessaiy to assume the fall of the Andliras m any provmce 
at any penod merely because of the eMstence of a k^atrapa or of 
a mahalcsatrapa m that locality at the time Provincial gover- 
norships frequently changed hands wathout in any way affecting 
the paramoimt powci The presence of the title ‘maharaja’ or 
something similai is of coui-se a strong presumptive evidence 
of the independence of the person using the title It is qmte 
hkel}'' that the Abhiias and Trailcutakas used an independent era, 
that they also used the title ‘raja’ is also evident, hut neithei 
livardatta (Cca pp 124, 125) nor Isvarsena the Abhira kmg 
(Is 1137), both of whom dated theu records m regnal rears, has 
the honorific ‘^rl’ attached to then names Thej have not been 
called mahaiajas anywhere On the other hand, the mscnption 
and the coins of the Traikuf'aka kmgs show that Indiadatta, his 
son Dahrasena and Dahrasena’s son Vyaghrasena all three bore 
the title ‘maharaja’ and the last two who were hvmg at the time 
of the records have in addition the hononfic ‘Sri’ attached to 
theu names These three kmgs were certainly independent 
The date Traikutaka era 207 = A D 456, recorded by the second 
kmg, would seem to imply that the first ruled about 430 A D 
This date fits m extremely well with the date of the fall of the 
Andhra empire The available dates for the Traikutaka kmgs 
thus give an additional support to the puremc account I shall 
have to say something more about the Abhira kmgs later on 
(183 ) 

149 No dark penod following (he Andhras Tlie fact that 
the Andhra empire lasted from 21 b C to 435 a C is a proof of 
the nounexistence of the dark period m Indian history The 
‘dark penod’ is ceitamly an artifact There is a continuous 
histoncal account, although not veiy rich m details, available 
from the tune of the Andhras to the rise of the Guptas Accordmg 
to the puranas the Guptas did not enjoy so extensive an empire 
as the Andhras did No nval dynasties reignmg simultaneously 
with the Andhras have been mentioned, while it is spe^caUy 
said that the Guptas luled over the country along the Ganges, 
Prayaga, Saketa and Magadha only, and that the Mamdhanya 
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kings, the Devarakijita kings, the Gnha lungs and the Kanaka 
kings reigned over different terntoiies (the names of which have 
been mentioned) contemporaneously with the Guptas (Vap-a 
99 383-387 ) It appears from the available Gupta accounts 
that they did not depend so much on provmcial governors for 
controUmg their temtones as the Andhras did The direct 
rule of the Guptas would account for the extensive mintmg of 
coins by them, many of which still survive If the Gupta 
chronology as accepted today be correct, it must be admitted 
that the later Andhras and the early Guptas were contemporanes 
The Andhra empire on this supposition began to break up from 
about the tune the Andhrabhrtyas came to the throne The 
puramc evidence, however, is that the Guptas rose to power after 
436 a C In view of the trustworthmess of the puramc state- 
ments, so amply demonstrated m the case of the Andhras, the 
chronology of the Guptas requires a careful re-exammation before 
it IS taken to be final 


150 

XLTI 

Inscription 


An important document Before I make an attempt 
to locate, m the puramc hst, the positions of 
BalaSri other Andhra kmgs mentioned m inscriptions, 
some of the palaeographic records mU have to 


be considered to determme the limits of deductions that can be 


draivn from them The mscription of queen Gautami Balafri 
IS perhaps the most important document for the elucidation of 
Andhra history Bala^n’s msciiption is No 1123 in the LOders 
List I quote below the tianslation of this msciiption fiom the 
report of Bhagvanlal Indiaji m the Bombay Gazetted (1883 
Vol X'SrC, pp 550- Inscnption 2) Tins mscnption ‘is m 
eleven long hnes of large and distmct letters Except two liolc« 
for a hold-fast made m the last two hnes, and a crack in the 
rock which runs from top to bottom, the mscnption is well 
preserved’ It has not been possible in Bhagvanlal Indraji 
translation to mamtam the sequence of the onginal lines 
Portions of hnes 9 and 10 have been mcorporated m line 1 in the 
translation The translation is not literal in all places either 
I have attempted to mdicate roughly the numbers of the on*nnal 
Imes of the mscnption m the translation for ease of reference 


Nosik, Pandu-Lena Caves, Inscription 2 Translation 
by Bhagvanlal Indraji {For transliteration of the 
inscription, see ap) 


1 On the thudeenth (13) day of the second (2) fortmght 
ot ae si^er months m the mneteenth (19) year 
(Sk^ Va^lSi)”’^ PiJamayi, son of Vasithi 

a dwelhng-caye, a mentonous gift, m its great 

cfliispH ^ ^ast of celestial chanots, was 

caused to be made on the summit of Tnra^mi hill 
(a summit) like the top of mountain 


i 
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by the Great Queen Gautatol Balafiri, a lover of 
truth, chanty, forbearance, and respect for hfe, 
eagerly engaged in penance, self-control, mortifica- 
tion, and fasts, fully bearmg out the title ‘Wife 
of the Royal Sage’, mother of the illustnous 
Satakan?! 

1 Gautamiputra (son of Gautami), Bang of Kings, equal 

in greatness to the Himavat, Mem, 

2 and Mandara mountains, King of Asika, Susaka, 

Mulaka (or Mundaka), Surath (Sk Surashtra), 
Kukura (Sk Kukkura), Aparata (Sk Aparanta), 
Anupa (Sk Anupa), Vidabha (Sk Vidarbha), 
Akara and Avanti, lord of the Vijha (Sk Vmdhya), 
Richhavat (Sk Rikshavat), Panchata (Sk Pan- 
yatra), Sahya, Kaphagin (Sk Kndipagmi), Mancha, 
Smtana (Sk Snsthana), Malaya, Mahinda (Sk 
Mahendra), 

3 Setagin (Sk Shadgm), and Chakoia mountains, whose 

commands are obeyed by the circles of all kmgs, 
whose face is hke the pure lotus opened by the rays 
of the sun, whose (army) animals have drank the 
water of three oceans, whose appearance is as 
beautiful and lovely as the disc of the full moon, 

4 whose gait is as stately as that of a great elephant, 

whose arms are as muscular, rounded, broad, long, 
and beautiful as the body of the lord of serpents, 
whose hand is fearless and wet by the water held 
m granting freedom from fear, who is prompt in 
the service of his mother (even when she is) free 
from illness , who has well arranged the place and 
the tune for the three pursmts of life (tnvarga) , 

5 v ho IS a compamon of all the townsmen (his subjects) 

equal m happmess and m misery, who has humbled 
the conceit and vamty of Kshatnyas, who is the 
destroyer of ^akas, Yavanas, and Palhavas, who 
makes use of (nothing but) the taxes levied accord- 
ing to justice, vho never desires to kill an enemy 
though at fault, ivho has increased (the prosponty 
of) the famihes of Brahmans and others, 

fi who has rooted out the djmasty of Khakharata (Sk 
Kshaharata) , who has established the glory of the 
f^atavahana family, at whoso feet all (loyal) circles 
have bowed, iihohas stopped the fusion of the four 
castes, vho has conquered multitudes of enemies 
in numerous battles, vhose banner of victory is 
unconquered, 'nhosc excellent capital is unassail- 
able to (his) enemies, 

7 whose great title of Bong descended from a succession 
of ancestors, the depositary of the Sastras, the 
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asylum of good men, the abode of wealth, the 
fountain of good manners, the only controller, the 
only archer, the only hero, the only holy man, 
equal in valour to Rama, 

8 Kesava, Arjuna, Bhmiseua, who mvites assembhes 

on the festive occasion (which take place) on the 
declining ayana, equal m majesty to Nabhaga, 
Nahusha, Janamejaya, Sagara, Yayati, Rama, and 
Ambarisha, who has immeasurably, without loss, 
without hemg confounded, and in a way (the hke 
of) which nevei happened, conquered the host of 
enemies m the front of the battle, ivitnessed by 
Pavana, Garuda, Siddhas, Yakshas, Rakshasas, 
Vidyadharas, Bhutas, Gandharvas, Charanas, 

9 the moon, the sun, the constellations, and the planets, 

who has pierced the surface of the sky hke the sum- 
mit of mighty mountain, (and) who has laised the 
family to great wealth 

10 This great queen, the mother of the great King and 

the grandmother of the great King, dedicates this 
dwelhng-cave to the congregation of the mendicant 
assembly of the Bhadraj’^am school 

11 For painting the cave, the 

hereditary loid of Dakshinapatha (?), desirous to 
seive and desirous to please the venerable lady, 
has given to Dharmasetu the village of Piiachi- 
padr^a, vith all its rights, to the south-west of the 
Trira^nu hill 

151 Oautamlputm ^dtakarm as Ovetlojd and Vdsi^thlputra 
Pulumdm as Provincial Oovemoi It vnU be noticed that the 
titles ‘king of kmgs’ (rajarano) and ‘maharaja’ have been used 
m connection with the name of Gautamiputra while Vasisthiputra 
has been called ‘raja’ and ‘maharaja’ (hues 1 and 10) In hne 
9 Gautamiputra has been called simply 6ri ^atakariji which is 
the name ascribed to him by the puranas Vasisthiputra has 
neither the title ‘kmg of kings (rajarano)’ nor the designations 
‘savarajalokamandalapati’ (hne 3), nor ‘savamandalabhivadita- 
■carana’ (hne 6) meaning ‘the lord of aU the circles of kmgs’ 
and ‘at whose feet bow circles of all sorts’ respectively The 
epithets and titles leave no room for doubt that Gautamiputra 
was the paramount lord and Vasisthiputra had a subordinate 
position Under these circumstances one would naturally expect 
the inscription to be dated m regnal years of the paramount 
king, but it IS not so, the most plausible explanation is that 
Bala^ri had been hving with her grandson who was a provincial 
ruler under his father In view of the importance of the woman 
in matnarchal famihes it is also probable that Bala^ri was the 
regent who governed the province m tlie name of her grandson 
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Vasistluputi a must have enjo\ed a position simiJar to that of 
the mahakgatrapas , he had othei pioviiicial rulers mth the 
title ‘liija ’ under him Tins is uln Gautami Balasri calls herself 
Gie grandmother of a maharaja ’ (line 10) in the inscription 
There is no means of ascertaiiung exactlj" which legnal year of 
Gautamiputm Mould correspond to the year 19 of his son which 
IS the date of the inscription I shall presently show that an 
approximate estimate is possible 

152 Gardaimpnira's Terrdory The extent of Gautami- 
putia’s ternton , as defined in the inscription, has been descnbed 
bv many scholars and I need not go mto it agam (Cca 

pp XXX- ) 

153 Puramc Tradition in Oaiiiamlpntra's Tunes Lines 
5 and 6 demand special attention The epithet ‘khatiyadapa- 
manamadanasa which means ‘one who has himibled the pnde 
and honour of the ksatnyas’, suggests that the king himself 
was not of the ksatnya caste Had he been a ksatnya the 
inscription would have said ‘who has humbled the pnde of other 
ksatrivas* This epithet lends support to the puramc statement 
that the Andhras belonged to the ludra caste (Bgp-b 12 1 20) 
The writer of the mscnption, it seems, had the mtention of con- 
veying the idea that although the king was not a ksatnya he had 
aU the qualifications of the best ksatnya long that ever ruled this 
earth The king m as keenlv ahve to the welfare of his subjects. 
Mas great in nuhtary prowess, exacted only legitimate dues, 
would not kdl his enemies even when they had committed some 
offence against him, he protected the punti of the castes, his 
valour and munificence were as great as those of the dlustnous 
puramc kings of the past (lines 6-9 ) This descnption of 
Gantamiputra is not to be considered as a mere panegync It 
is a fair descnption of the kmg’s true character as will appear 
presently Incidentally it may be mentioned that the reference 
m the mscnption to KeSava, Arjuna, Bhunasena, Habhaga, 
Hahusa, Janamejaya, Sagara, Yayati, Rama and Ambariga, 
as also to Pavana, Garuda, Siddhas, Yakshas, Rakgasas, Vidya- 
dharas, Bhutas, Gandharvas, Caranas, the moon, the sun, the 
constellations and the planets, clearly prove that the puramc 
tradition was m the firet century A D as strong as, or even 
stronger than, it is today Those who beheve that the purauas 
were wntten doMii for the first time m the third century A D 
nnght, with advantage, consider this mscnptional record 

164 Gaidamipidra and hts conquered enemies In hne 5 
the expression ‘sakajavanapalhavanisudanasa’ and m fine 6 
‘ khakharatavamsa mrabasesakarasa ’ do not necessarily mean that 
Gantamiputra had exterminated all Sakas, Yavanas, Palhavas and 
Kliakharatas The word'mgudana ’ may mean'one who removes 
(MMW Sed) and the word ‘vam^’ has usually been used 
in the puranas unth reference to the genealogy of kmgs that were 
independent We mav therefore, with perfect justification, take 
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tlu h\o lofc'iTcd to nbo\e to inpnn respectively ‘one 

wlin 1ms taken n\.>\ llie nulepeiulenec of the fsakas, Ya\anas, 
I’lllinas and ‘oni' vlin has (oinplelch ])Ut an end to the inde- 
pendence ol the Klnklniala d^nast^ ’ This iiitci jiretation is 
supported In the sout(«ii(e inter\(nini; hctwecn the tvo cxpies- 
sions Tins s(>nlciKe menus that ‘the king imposed onh such 
tiihnt( as could In earned faiih and kivfulh, he ncicr lilled his 
(lu lines I Mil vlicn thev had committed some ofTonce against 
him he fuitheicd the ]iiosperit\ of hn'dimanns, of ])eo])le of 
other ( istcs (a^ ira) and of his ovn lelations (kutiimha)’ It Mill 
he lomeniliercd that Cant imijmtia gnae his son Vasistliiputra 
PulunilM in iiiarn igc to the daughtei of Jludradaman vlio vas 
the p-nndson of (’nst nia, a ulition oi Kaniska (Jn^asMnl and 
B Bhittiehar\a jitois V ji all and \l pji .31-5.3) Rapson 
IS of o]iinion that ('istuia \\ is jiroh.ihh a .‘saka (Cca p civ) 
Vincent .smith desciihcs Hiuhadamui .is a ‘Sika Satrap’ 
(Elii p 139) The man mge of Pulumavi must ha\e taken jilacc 
some time afni the Balasil inscription was incised (176, 177, 
17S Table XT ) \ei\ hkeh Gantamijiutra had conti acted other 
Saka connections as well The lefercnct to ‘kutiimha’ m the 
inscription, occiiriiiig m the ])l.ice it dots, is significant There 
IS no need tluicforc to issume that Gautamiputra killed Xaha- 
paiin and rooted out his famih 

133 Gaiitawlpiiira's ancr'iiors Gautamiputra was never 
defeited in am of the numerous battles that ho fought with his 
enemies (line 0), this was hometliing unusual even for great 
kings, lienee the fecntcnce ‘in a wnj the like of which never 
happened conquered the host of enemies’ m line S He was the 
‘only archer, the onh hero, the onh w'lse man (cka bamhanasa)’ 
(line 7) The same line states that Gautamiputra ’s great title 
of king descended from a succession of ancestois Gautami- 
putra, ns I have alieadi shown, was the sixth Andhra king It is 
stated in the jiuiaiiis that the first Andhra king ^isuka was a 
servant (goicnior) of the Kanvns It is likely that f^iSuka’s 
ancestors were in the same post and enjoyed the title of laja, 
hence the refeienco to a long succession of ancestois 
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iveie no new-comers The Bala^ri inscription, 
^ wdien considered along wuth the puraiuc 

account and the !§ahvahana traditions, throws 
unexpected hght on the ongm of the baka 
eia It IS usually assumed that the 6akas, wdio ruled as satraps 
duimg the Andhra period, came as invaders from outside India 
and havmg conquered the territory settled down as rulers 
There is no justification for the assumption that the general body 
of the ^akas, PaUiavas and Yavanas w^ere new-comers Ori- 
ginally, it LS true, these people came from outside India hut this 



94 


GIEIKBEASHEKHAE BOSE 


[VOE V, 


invasion or the mvasions or the immigration must have occurred 
several centimes earher than the Andhras Mention of the 
Sakas is to be found m Indian literature as having existed in 
very ancient times 

167 King Sagam and the ^akas It is recorded m the 
puranas that kmg Vahu, who belonged to the Iksvaku dynasty 
was deprived of his kuigdom by the Haihayas The Haihayas 
were helped m this mihtary adventure by vanous tnbes such as 
the Taljanghas, the Sakas, the Palhavas, the Paradas, the 
Kambojas and the Yavanas Vahu’s son Sagara (the same 
Sagara as mentioned in the Bala^rl inscription) succeeded m 
reconquormg his father’s territory He took a terrible revenge 
on his father’s enemies He lolled the majonty of the Haihayas 
he could get hold of and punished their alhes m vanous ways 
It appears from the puramc descnption that even at that remote 
tune these foreign tribes were already Hjndmzed They had 
given up their ongmal culture and were practismg Hmdu ntes 
Sagara prevented brahmanas from helpmg these foreigners m 
then rehgious activities He issued an edict ordermg compul- 
sory shaving of head of all Yavanas, shaving of half the head of 
the Sakas, weanng of long hans by the Paradas and of beards 
by the Palhavas, as visible distmctive marks of adult persons of 
these different races Apparently the Indians used to shave 
their beards m Sagara’s age (Vip b IV 3 18-21 ) In our own 
tunes also we have ordinances that compel a Jew to set up 
distmctive marks of recogmtion before his busmess concern or a 
Hmdu youth to carry a distmctive coloured card The Sakas, 
Paradas and other foreigners, punished by Sagara, have been 
classed with ksatnyas There were m ancient tunes Saka 
brahmanas also who took to astronomy and astrology as then 
chief pursuit Even at the present day descendants of these 
brahmanas exist m Hmdu society The ^akadvtpi brahmanas, 
as they are called, are looked down upon by other brahmai^ 

158 Indiantzahon of Foreigners The names of the Sakas 
of the Andhra period, then rehgious endowments as recorded m 
mscnptions, then matnmomal relations, all point to a complete 
Indianization which must have taken a long tune to permeate the 
general ^aka populace At the tune of the Andhras, the Sakas 
and Palhavas professed any one or a mixture of the three Indian 
systems of rehgion, viz , Hinduism, Jainism and Bud dhi s m , ]ust 
like persons of true Indian descent at the time Besides the 
mscnptional records of the BJiakharatas and of the western 
satraps of the Castann family, all of which are well known, we 
have mscnptions recordmg rehgious endowments of other Sakas 
as well, and also of Palhavas and of Yavanas belongmg to the 
vanous strata of the society A reference to LQders List ^ 
show the frequency of such endowments LQders Ho 1137 
records the gift of Vi§pudata the Sakanika, daughter of the Saka 
Agmvarman, made at the tune of Madhariputra Wvarasena the 
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Abliira, the son of ^ivadatta the Abhira The gift is intended 
for all classes of monks residing on Mount Tnra^mi Both the 
husband and the son of Vi?nudata "were ‘ganapakas’ or heads 
of guilds or corporations Luders Nos 1148 and 1149 record gifts 
of the 6aka Damachik who describes him self as a ‘leghaka’ oi 
a scnbe Lhdeis No 966 records that Rudradaman had a 
Palhava, named Suvisakha, as a governor under him The name 
Suvi^kha mdicates Indianization Loders No 1140 refers to a 
gift for Buddhist monks made by Indragmdatta, son of Dhamma- 
deva a Yavana No 1164 records the gift of Yavana Inla, 
No 1166 that of Yavana Chamda, No 1182 that of Yavana Chita, 
No 1096 that of Damma-Yavana, No 1093 that of Yavana 
Sihadliaya and No 669 that of the Yavana Hehodora of 
Garudastambha fame who was a devotee of Vasudeva I am 
sure a careful search wdl reveal other records No inscription 
or record referrmg to the ongmal 6aka or Palhava culture has 
been discovered m India as far as I know 

169 Indian names and lacial traits of the i§alcas An 
occasional Persian or a Scythian name does not prove that the 
general body of the 6akas mamtamed their ongmal culture 
There is a similanty, sometimes an identity, between ancient 
Persian and Sanskrit names, e g , Sarvilaka, Zarathustra, etc 
Names endmg m ‘pana’ as m ‘Nahapana’ also occur m the 
puranas There vas a kmg of the Anga dynasty named ‘Ana- 
pana’ (Vap-a 99 100), vanants of which are ‘Elhanapana’ and 
‘Khalapana’ (Bgp-b 9 23 6 ) The name Ghsamotika (Ca§tana’s 
father) is probably a misreadmg for Yasomotika an Indian name 
The name of ^i^upala’s father Damaghosh m the Mahabharata 
remmds one of Damaghsada the satrap Damodara, Damognisha 
(Mbh Sabha 4) are Hindu names having the component ‘Dama’ 
that occurs so frequently m the names of the western satraps 
Although the 6akas and Palhavas were thoroughly Indianized 
they mamtamed their racial traits and were adepts m acquire- 
ment and management of territory A parallel instance is to 
be found m the Rajput settlers who immigrated mto Bengal 
about three or four centimes back Before the advent of the 
British many of them were mdependent rulers and at the present 
tune most of the Rajput Smha Rays, who cannot be distm- 
guished m appearance and culture from the average Bengali,, 
are occupying the position of landlords and show special aptitude 
for the control and management of property 

160 ^alMditya and Vilramaditya The Sakas and 
Palhavas of ancient India, hke the Jews 
of the modem world, were sometimes put 
o Saka Era ^ responsible positions of State and some- 

times persecuted by the reigning powers The Sakas, Yavanas 
and Palhavas ruled as mdependent prmces also Mention of a 
Yavana king Kala by name is to be found m the Mahabharata , he 
was a terror to the Yadavas , he was killed^y the m 
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i Vilvramaditya was a relentless enemy of the 

bakas while tiadition ascribes the title of ‘^akaditya’ oi the 
Saka Sun ’ to Salivahana (MIW Sed 6aka ) Sahvahana has 
been also called ‘ Sakendia’ and even simply ‘^aka’ The 
following quotations fiom the Sansknt-Enghsh Dictionaiy of 
Momer- U ilhanis and fiom Savdakalpadmmah iviU serve to 
tang out all tho traditions noth respect to Sahvahana Under 
Sahvahana’ Momer- Williams says ‘Name of a celebrated 
sovereign of India (said to be so called either fi om having ridden 
on a Yaksha called Sah, or from 6ah or §ala, the Sal tree, 
Salivahana being represented as borne on a cross made of that or 
othei vood, he v as the enemy of "^^ikiamaditya and institutor of 
the 01 a now called Saka, q v , his capital was Pratisthana on the 
Godavan)’ The Savdakalpadrmnah vuites under the same 
heading ‘rajan^esab sa tu ^akakarta vikramaditya &itru^ca’, 
t e , 'name of kmg He is the maker of the 6aka era and enemy 
of Yiliiamaditya' 

101 The ^alui Era It will be apparent from my previous 
^scussions on Vikramadit 5 ’-a that Sahvahana the founder of the 
Saka eia, with its epoch at 78 A D , cannot possibly be the Sah- 
vahana that was the enemy of Vikramaditya who flourished 
about 67 B C Tradition has confused the J&ist and sixth l^aJi- 
vahana kings i^i^uka, the first Sahvahana Andhra kmg, was 
the enemy of Vikramaditya, so Gautamiputra 6ri Satakarm, 
the sixth Sahvahana Andliia king, must have been the ongmator 
of the Saka era if we are to believe the puramc dates and the 
tradition Under ‘6aka’ ^avdakalpndriunah ivntes ‘sa ca 
nrpah 6akaditya iti ^hvahana iti ca nainna khyatah tasya 
marapadmavadhi vatsara gananaukah ^akavdeti namna pafijika 
yam hkhyate’, i e , ‘he is the kmg Sakaditya also called 
^ahvaliana and renowned as such From the date of his death 
starts an era that is recorded in the paSjikas (calendars) as 
^akavda’ Undei ‘6aka’ Momer- Wilhams imtes ‘ 
desciibed by KuUuka as degraded tribes of Ejgatnyas 

they are sometimes regarded as the followers of Saka or 
Sahvahana ’ Under ‘Saka-kala’ is wntten ‘the 

Saka era (begmning AD 78 and founded by kmg Sahvahana 
)’ Under ‘Sakaditya’ is given ‘Name of kmg 
Sahvahana’ On the other hand, ‘Sakantaka’ is ‘destroyer of 
iakas, Name of kmg Vikramaditya’ ‘Sakan’ is ‘enemy of ree 
Sakas, Name of king Vikramaditya’ The synonyms foi 
‘^akavda’ are ‘Sakakala’, ‘Saka-nrpati-samvatsara , baka- 
bhupa-kala, ‘Saka- vatsara’ and ‘Sakendia-kala’ The above 
quotations will make it abundantly clear that acco^g to tram- 
tion ‘Gautamiputra Sri ^atakann’ bore the sobrxquete ihe 
■Saka’, ‘^akendra’ and ‘Sakaditya’, and that it was he that 
originated the Saka era According to certam traditions he 
was hmisolf the founder of the era while according to other 
-accounts the era was established m commemoration of his death 
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162 KhaUiardta and ^akardt The Gautami Balairl 
inscnption mentions that Gautamipntra i^ri f^atakarm, who was 
a great fighter, took away the mdependence of the Aakas, 
Yavanas and Palhavas and of the Khakharatas The Blhakha- 


ratas have received a separate and specific mention m the 
inscription, and m then case only the term ‘vamsa’ meamng a 
‘reigmng dynasty’ has been used This shows that a special 
importance was attached to them (hue 6) It may be assumed 
that the Khakharata family was a distinguished reigning dynasty 
The ongm of the name Khakharata has not been satisfactonly 
explam^ I ventme to suggest that the name m its Sanskrit 
form IS ‘^akarat’ which means '^aka emperor’ The title of 
‘Ekarat’ or ‘the sole monarch’ as apphed to Mahapadma Nanda 
may be cited as a parallel (V ap-a 99 327 ) Bemg a compound 
word it was subjected to Praknta modifications of the type from 
which the simple word ‘^aka’, when used alone, was immune 
According to this supposition ‘^akarat’ became ‘>^akarata’ 
then'Khakarata’, ‘Khakharata’, ‘Ediaharata’ and ‘ Cbaharada ’, 
the last form occumng m Klarosthi characters only Naha- 
pana, the Ksaharata, m spite of his Persian soundin g name, was 
according to this supposition a f^aka B!is son-m-law Usabha- 
data was certainly a Saka (hg YoJ XVI p 577 Line 2 of 
Inscription 14 ) 

163 Prestige of the, Andhra Dynasty was re-eslabhshed 
by Gautamlputra If I have made a correct guess it may be 
assumed that a powerful 6aka dynasty existed at the tune of 
Gautamiputra §rl ^atakarpi, and that the kings of this dynasty 
used the title ‘ Sakarat ’ meaning ‘ Saka Emperor ’ The Sakarats, 
it may be further assumed usurped some of the territory that 
belonged to the Andhras This may be supposed to have 
happened some tune after the death of Situka the first kin g It 
IS impossible to guess, m the present state of our knowledge, 
who must have been the first Sakarat Gautamiputra van- 
quished the Sakarat emperor of his tune and won back the 
ancestral dominion. We find m hne 6 of the mscriptiom imme- 
diately following the expression ‘khakharata va[m]saniraba- 
sesakarasa ’ (one who has completely ousted the Ehakharata 
dvnasty), the words satavahanakuiayasa patithapanakarasa ’ 
which mean ‘ one who has established the prestige and gloiy 


(vasa) of the Satavahana family - 

164. Gaufamipuira s tfjo-ts popuTanfy The name and 
fame of Vikramaditya and his romantic cai^r mn=L ha.e oeen 
pronmieiit in the piibhc mind at lSls tiine of Gsn apnpatrs The 
Andhras, on the other hand, being #uaras and Kmg usurpers 
of the throne belonamg to a hrahmana cynm— by tne emme of 
murder were naturally looked unzn t^h a certain amcunr m 
irreverence and disrespect o.. t_e p=op-e ^ exprespon o. .am 


pubhe attitude is to yOu 
^dbra kmgs as found m . 
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his great victory over the Ebakharatas, must have thought of 
retrieving the position of his family To "win popularity he 
became generous towards his enemies (hue 6), he celebrated 
rehgious functions and organized feasts and pubhc festivities in 
lavish style imitating the munificence of past renowned puramc 
kings (hne 8) He declared himself a patron of the 6akas he 
had conquered, assumed the title of ^akaditya after having 
ousted the Sakarats or Khakharatas, perhaps as a counterblast 
to the memory of Vikramaditya While Vikramaditya was an 
avowed enemy of the Sakas and was known by tlie sobriquet 
‘Sakan’, Gautamiputra declared himself a friend and patron of 
the Sakas In later years he married his son to the daughter of 
Eudradaman 'who was certainly of non-Indian descent and 
probably a Saka (164 ) Gautamiputra was also knovm as 
‘Sakendra’ or ‘lord of the Sakas’ 

106 Concihafory Pohcy of Oaniaimpnira A parallel to 
Gautamiputra’s conciliatory pohcj'- towards the iSnkas is to be 
found m English history 'When the Anglo-Saxons began to 
settle m different parts of England the sumvmg Britons weie 
gradually dnven westward and came to be known as the Welsh 
or ‘ strangers ’ A Welsh prmce, Llewellyn by name, rose in lobel- 
hon against Edward I but was killed m battle about 1281 A D 
The other Welsh chieftains subnutted to Edvard, and Wales 
was jomed to England Edward was desirous of seeming the 
wilhng loyalty of the newly acqmred province Ho promised 
to the chieftains to give them a ruler who was ‘ born m their 
oivn land, could not speak a word of English, and never did 
wrong to man, woman or child’ Wlien ho was asked to carry 
out bis promise, he showed his infant son, Edvard, vho was 
born in Carnarvon in 1284 The chieftains accepted little 
Edward as their prince From that time the eldest son of the 
English sovereign has always received the title of Prince of 
Wales It was exactly by a similar process that Gautamiputra 
^atakarpij the conqueror of the ^akas, came to bo regarded as 
‘Sakaditya’, ‘Sakendra’ and oven ‘the f^aka’ by the general 
populace of his tune 

IGG The Starling of the Salut Era To commemorate his 
victory Gautamiputra started an ora which came to bo knovn 
both as the ^alivahaim ora and the Saka ora This scricd to 
act as a second counterblast to Yikramuditya’s reputation 
Just as Vikramudit 3 'a’s era got popular through the astronomers 
and astrologers of his court vho prepared almanacs fixing the 
tunes and dates of different Hmdu festivals and religious fund ions 
in teims of Vikrama Sami at, so m the case of the Saka era also 
State astronomers helped to populanze its use bj incorjmmting 
it in tlie almanacs Both the Vikrama Simvat and the Sfdi- 
Mlhana Sakuvda are mentioned side b\ side in Indian cilcntlam 
oven at tho present time Although Sfilmlhana Gantiunl 
pulra §ri ^.Ttakarm could not oust the Vikrama ora, ho siiccoecled 
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1G8 Ajppomtm&rda of Bhumala, Ca^tana and Pnlumfivi as 
XTV Oft fn - Provincial Govemoj s The ovidenco an favour 
putra and Andhra ongm of tho 6aka era is fairly 

Satraps conclusive Wo may now safely attempt a 

little historical reconstruction to elucidate 
the position of tho westcin satraps during tho time of Gautami- 
putia Sri Satakami Gautamiputra Sri Satakarni ascended tho 
throne in 74 a C After having established himself firmly lie led 
an expedition sometime before A D 78 against the Khakharata 
king, one of whoso ancestors had ivrested a part of the Andhra 
dominion Gautamiputra succeeded m completely oustmg the 
Khakharata monarch from all Jus possessions and also m sub- 
jugating various other tnbes of Sakas, Palhavas and Yavanas 
Ho acquired immense wealth by his military viotonos (line 9, 
Bala^rl inscription ) Ho started an era m commemoration of 
the victory in A D 78 In pursuance of tho concihatoiy policy 
that ho adopted towards his vanquished enemies ho appointed 
Bhumaka, a scion of the Khakharata family, to tho governorship 
of tho province of Maharu 9 tra and Ca'?tana, probably a member 
of some other family (Kardamaka ?) conquered by hmi, to tho 
satrapy of the Malavas These appomtmonts scorn likely to 
have been made shortly after 78 A D About this period he also 
placed his mother Gautami Bala^rl as tho regent in tho DaksinH- 
patha m charge of his mmor son Pulumavi Sometime between 
100 and 130 A D his son was marned to tho daughter of Budra- 
daman the grandson of Ca^tana All tho satraps imdor Gautnml- 
putra mcludmg Usabhadata, tho son-in-law of Nahapana, dated 
their records in terms of the 6aka ora Gautamiputra neither 
killed Nahapana nor did ho restnko Nahapana’s coins in com- 
memoration of his victory over him Nahapana, Ca^tana, 
TJsabhadata and Budradaman were all satraps under tho protec- 
tion of tho suzerain Gautamiputra None of tho western satraps 
were independent kmgs although they used tho title of ‘raja’ 
and minted coins in their own names 


11 QUEEN Bala^rI, Queen JivAsOTi and GAUTAJuiruinA 

^ITAKAENI 

1G9 Oauiurmputrals insenphon I shall now consider tho 
inscnptions in whicli Gautamiputra Sri Sata- 
XLVI Gautami kami figures I give below the translations 
putra and URabha inscriptions by Blingvanlal Indraji, 

Tns^nut.on numbered 11215 and 112G by Ltiders Nusik, 

^ Pandu-Lena Gives, Inscription 4 (p 558- 

bg Vol XYI Is 1125) Translation hy BhngrnnJaJ Indraji 
(For transliteration of the inscription, see ap) 

(!) To the Perfect one From Benakalakn of 
Govardhnna, vhich is the camp of victor^' of tlie 
Vnijaynnti army, tJic ilhistnous lord .Si'ilakarni, 
son of Gautami, 
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(2) command'^ the lumistcr Vishnupfilitn in Govnidhana, 

that (whereas) there is at the present dav a field m 
the village of Aparakaldiadi (Aparakakshati ’) 
oiined bj Rishabhadattn, 

(3) and (measuring) 200 mvartanas, this our field 

(measuring) 200 mvartanas, vo give to the Tekirasi 
ascetics of this (mountain) We grant rights 
(immunitj' ^) in connection ■\nth this field 

(4) It IS not to be entered, not to be injured, not to be 

■worked for salt (^), to be freed fiom all ordinary 
local dues (?) These are the immunities giautcd 
to this field 

(6) This document has been vntten here by Siivna 

(Siivirya), it has been commanded by the minister 
Sivagiita (Sivagiipta), touched by the great loid 
(G) The plate (which was) kept (was) given on the first 
day of the second fortmght of the rainv season m 
the "scar IS for the use of recluses 

170 Jhasui'Ts Inscription Inscription 5 (Is 1126 ) 
(Lino 6 of Inscnption 4 continued ) (Foi transliteration of the 
mscnption, see ap) 

(C) To the Perfect one The gift by the mimstei Samaka 
from the Queen 

(7) Health to be inquired of Samaka, the minister at 

Govardliana, at the command of Jivasuta, the 
queen Dow ager, the great queen of ICing Gaiitami- 
putra Satakarni, 

(S, 9) and he to be told ‘Here we had given a field m the 
east m the village of Kjikhadi to the recluse 
mendicants hving in the cave, charitably given by 
us in mount Trirasmi That field is being 
cultivated (but) the ■village is uninhabited 

(10) Such bemg the case wo now give a hundred (100) 

mvartanas of the royal field in our possession on 
the confines of the city to the recluse mendicants 
of Trira^mi 

(11) Wo grant panhara (immunity?) to this field It is 

not to be entered, not to be injured, not to be dug 
for salt, and to be free from the ordinarj’' dues of 
the country, ■with all kmds of immumties Such 
being the mimumties let none take the field ‘Do 
you record here the parihara (unmurnty?) of this 
field’, IS the command of Su^viya (Su^virya) In 
the year 24 

(12) on the fifth (5) day of the fourth fortmght of the 

monsoon months, the -writing on the plate has 
been engraved here at the command of the Queen 
The documents for the ascetics (had been) prepared 
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in the year 24 on. the tenth day of the second 
fortnight of the summer months 

171 Jivasutd the name of Oantamlputra’s Queen With 
reference to the mscnption No 1126 Rapson writes ‘This is an 
order of the king to he communicated to Syamaka, the minister 
in GovardJiana, ” in the name of the kmg Gautamiputra and of 
the kmg’s queen-mother whose son is hvmg” The name of this 
queen, Bala-Sri, is knoivn from her inscription dated m the 19th 
year of hei grandson Pu|umavi’ (Oca p xlvm ) Accordmg 
to Bhagvanlal Indiaji there is no reference to Balato m this 
inscription, the queen who makes the gift is named ‘Jlvasiita’, 
she is the great queen of kmg Gautamiputra 6atakarm and not 
his mother The word ‘jlvasiita’ m hne 7 of the mscnption 
lias been supposed by Eapson and some other scholars to mean 
‘ whose son is hvmg ’ The ongmal passage is ‘rano gotamiputasa 
satakanisa niahadeviya ca jivasutaya rajamatuya vacanena, etc ’ 
The meamng is qmte clear Indraji’s rendermg of ‘jivasuta’ 
as the name of Gautamiputra’s queen is certainly the correct 
one Tlie translation of ‘jivasuta’ by the words ‘whose son is 
living’ leads to an absurd expression, viz , ‘m the name of the 
kmg Gautamiputra and of the kmg’s queen-mother whose son 
is hvmg’ As, accordmg to this mterpretation, the mscnption 
dmstinctly states that the order is m the name of kmg Gautami- 
putra there is no sense m saymg that the queen-mother’s son, 
who must be the same kmg, is ahve I propose the foUowmg 
translation [Line 6] Siddham (Perfection) The mmister 
Samaka at Govardhana to make the [foUowmg] gift from the 
Queen [Lme 7] Accordmg to the directions of King Gautami- 
putra ^atakarm’s Queen Consort [who is] also the Queen-mother 
Jivasuta, Samaka at Govardhana is to be enquired of [his] good 
health and then [hne 8] he is to be told, etc 

172 Oautamipvira did not act as a Provincial Governor 
We may, therefore, safely assume that while mscnption Is 1126 
records the gift of kmg Gautamiputra, mscnption Is 1126, 
which IS a contmuation of No 1126, records that of his queen 
The expression ‘rajamatuya’ refers to the fact that Jivasuta was 
the mother of Pulumavi Jivasuta must have belonged to the 
Vasigthi gotra The tune mterval between the dates of the two 
inscnptions Nos 1126 and 1126 is six years Gautamiputra 
^ri ^atakarm enjoyed a reign of 64 years from 74 a C to 130 
a C It may be assumed that he did not act m the capacity 
of a provmcial governor any time previous to his accession 
The long reign of 64 years is not an impossibility Inscnption 
No 1126, which IS dated m the 18th year of the kmg, was there- 
fore executed some tune about (74-1-18=) 92 aC, and the 
inscription of the queen Jivasuta about 98 a C 

173 Camp of Victory It is not necessary to assume that 
the word ‘vijayakhadhavara’ occumng in Imo 1 of No 1126, the 
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literal nionrung of Ylnch is ‘the camp of victory’ imphes that the 
king had just retunicd from an actual victonous campaign The 
A\ord ‘javaskandhrnara ’ is a common one occurring in many 
inscriptions and coppei -plate grants (c/ Dahrasena’s copper- 
plate record Cca p Ixiii ) It merely indicates ‘the place of 
rc'^idence’ of the king at the tune The royal camp is likely 
to have been called ‘the camp of victory’ irrespective of the 
state of peace or var, particularlv in the case of a lung vho never 
suffered defeat (lino 6 Is 1123) The msits to Govardhana 
vere certainly made in the course of pilgrimage, and the queen 
accompanied the king on the first occasion also, in hne S of 
inscription Xo 1126 the expression ‘amhchi 
pinakhetam datam’ vliich means ‘itc gave a field as a gift’, 
refers to the preanous joint Msit of the king and the queen 
although in the inscription (Is 1126) only the kmg’s name is to 
be found 

174 Signtficaucc of gift of U<;nbhaddla’s lands made hy 
Oaviamlpniia The land that the king made a gift of previously 
belonged to one Usabhadata (hne 2, Is 1125) This IJsabha- 
data may or ma-^ not be the Usabhadata the son-m-lav of 
Xahapana Tlieic is nothuig m the inscription to suggest that 
Usabhadata’s lands were taken possession of by Gautamqmtra 
after the former liad been defeated m battle Had such been 
the e-ase there vould have been found some reference to victory 
m the passage It ivas customary for kings to make gifts of 
lands belonging to persons vho might bo his subjects by paymg 
the proper price to the oumer and acqmnng them Usabhadata, 
the son-in-laiv of Nahapuna, records m inscnption Is 1131, 
bne 4, that he paid 4,000 karsapanas to a brahmana as price 
for the field that he donated It is hkely, therefore, that 
Gautamiputra similarly paid the price of the land to Usabhadata 
when he took it from him Even when any land happened to 
be m the kmg’s direct possession the kmg was expected to pay 
its price to the State treasury from his personal ftmds before he 
could make a gift of it 

175 Renewal of privileges ivas not necessary If we 
compare the Karle mscnptions of Gautamiputra (Is 1105) and 
Usabhadata (Is 1099), we shall find that a village named Karajika 
or Karajaka, that had been given as gift to the monks of Valuraka 
cave by Usabhadata, was also donated by Gaut^amiputra probably 
in the year 18 of his reign This fact has been mterpreted to 
mean that the edict m inscription No 1105 ‘was issued by 
Gautamiputra Sri ^atakarm as a result of his victory over 
Nahapana’ for the ‘renewal of privileges previously granted 
by R§abhadatta’ (Cca p xhx ) Durmg the Andhra period 
it was customary to mvest aU gifts for the purpose of admmis- 
tration m guilds of various classes of artisans Thus there 
would be no occasion for the ‘renewal of pnvdeges’ even when 
there was a change of the nihng dynasty It is to be noted 
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that Usabhadata’s inscnption is undated, and that m Gautami- 
putra’s inscnption no mention is to he found that the village 
of Kara]aka previously belonged to Ueabhadata Smce both the 
inscriptions are to be found close to each other they can both 
be read by a person visitmg the place It is and was not possible 
for visitors to find out who was the earher donor and to whom 
the ment of the gift should belong Had the change of donor 
taken place as a result of victoiy of one over the other the 
inscnption of the victor would have recorded the fact The only 
plausible explanation is that the village must have been donated 
by Usabhadata ongmally and that it was paid for by Gautaml- 
putra when he made a second gift of it It was not possible 
for anybody, who knew that Gautamiputra was the kmg, to make 
any mistake regardmg the final donor, because Gautamiputra 
and TJsabhadata stood m the relation of overlord and satrap, 
they weie not two mdependent kmgs 

176 Usahhadata’s Overlord In the inscnption, Lfiders 
No 1131, U^abhadata says that m obedience to the order of 
‘bhattaraka’ (postscnpt 1) he led an expedition against the 
Malayas It has been supposed that the word ‘bhattaraka' 
refers to U^abhadata’s overlord who was his father-m-law 
Nahapana It must be remembered that Nahapana did not 
use the hononfic ‘ to ’ with his name, he called himself a ksatrapa 
and could never claim the epithet ‘bhattaraka’ which means 
‘the gieat lord’ (Sed) and which was used only by independent 
kmgs In his inscnption Usabhadata apparently referred to 
Gautamiputra at whose order he set out against the Malayas 
We do not find m any inscnption anythmg that might go against 
the supposition that the western satraps were tnbutanes to 
the Andhras I have already discussed the sigmficance of 
Budradaman’s claims, m the Gimar inscnption, Liiders No 966, 
of havmg defeated the lord of the Deccan twice m battle (60 ) 
Biudradaman’s victory as well as his daughter’s marriage must 


be dated sometime before 130 A D 

177 Pvhmdvi’s Regnal Years Date of BalairVs death 
An attempt may now be made to determme 
XLVn Gautam correspondence of dates between the 

regnal years of Gautamiputra 6ri ^atakarm 
and those of his son Vasisthiputra Pulumavi 
Unfortunately the available data are not adequate for a defimte 
conclusion We find Pulumavi’s date 19 m the Balato inscnp- 
tion If it IS assumed that Balato was the regent m charge 
of Pulumavi and that she was placed m Dak^mapatha imme- 
diately after the great victory of Gautamiputra, the accession 
of Pulumavi, who must have been a mmor at the time, to the 
provmcial throne would be dated about the year 78 A D 
There would thus be a difference of 4 years only between the 
regnal dates of the father and the son, Gautamiputra havi^ 
become kmg m 74 a C In the Jivasuta mscnption, Loders 1120, 
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the name'; of GautRnilputra and Ins consoit Jivasuta occur to- 
gether -ohilo HI the Baln^rl inscription tJie name of Gautamiputra 
IS mentioned along -mth that of Ins mother Accordmg to Indian 
custom so long as the mother-m-Ian is hvmg the daughter-in-lau’ 
Mould not find any prominent mention anjmhere It may be 
pointed out that in niscnption No 1125, of Mhich the Jivasuta 
inscription is a continuation, so to say, there is no mention of 
the queen although, as I have already pomted out, the queen 
accompanied the kuig on tho pilgnmago (173 ) Six years 
intcr\encd bctMcen the tno inscriptions It may theiefore 
be surmised that Bala^rl died m the interval, and Jivasuta 
alloMcd her name to bo recorded after her mothoi-m-law’s death 
The date of Bala^n’s death on this supposition would fall between 
(7-J-f-lS=) 02 a C and OS a C The 19th year of Pidumavi’s 
reign at vliicli date Balasri vas alive Mould be (78-1-19 =) 
97 a C There is therefore no discrepancy betMcen the two 
assumptions The death of Bala^ii maj' bo fixed at 98 a C 
Again, supposing Gautamiputra Mas 20 jears old at the tunc 
of his accession, and supposing he was bom at his mothei’s 20th 
year, Balafri’s birth date Mould be (71—20—20 =) 34 a C 
Balasri Mould thus be about (98—34 =) 04 j'ears old at the tune 
of her death In inscription, Lfiders No 1124, Vnsi?thiputra has 
been called ‘navanarasMlmi’ Tho Mord lias been taken to mean 
‘the ncM lord’ b\ Indiuji If mo accept this mterprotation Me 
might say that Puhima%n took o\or independent charge of the 
province aftei the death of his grandniolhor, that is why he was 
called ‘the iiom lord’ Tho inscription is dated m his 22nd j'car 
Therefore Bala^ri died betMcen tho years 19 and 22 of Pulumavi s 
reign, i e , between 97 a C and 10*0 a C This tallies with the 
other suppositions 


178 78 A D as Kcy-daic of Gantaimputra's Times The 

a'^sumption that Pulumavi’s regnal years 
9^*^ began in 78 A D may therefore be accepted 
putr^s^Timcs The dates for Gautamiputra (74 a C -130 
a C ), Puluniuvi (78 A D -148 a C ), Bhumaka, 
Nahapana, Usabhadata and Ayama (78 A D -124 a C ) 
Ysamotika, Ca'jtcna, Jayadaman and Rudradaman (78 AD — 
160 a C ) and tlic fact that the western satraps were feudatory 
to the Andhras mtII explam the shufihng of territory that is 
supposed to have taken place by Rapson and others (Cca 
pp exx, cxxi ) The epoch of the Saka era 78 A D is the key- 
date of Andhra chronology of Gautamiputra Sri Satakarm’s 
tmies See Table XI 
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Tadia: XI CnRONOLooy or GAtiTAMlPtmiA ^ATAKAEijn’s Times 
34 n C Gfiutnml Balnfiri’e birth (fipproximato date ) 

54 a C Gautamlputra'fi birth (approximato date ) 

73 a C Tiilumu\n’B birth (nppro\imate date ) 

74 a C Gaiitamlputra’a accession 
78 A D Gautamlputra starts ^aka ora 

78 A D Pulumfivi ns pro\nncinl governor of tlio Pak^ina- 
patha under BnlaSrl 

7S A D Bala^rl ns rodent in charge of Pu]umavi 

78 A D Bliumnkn or his son Nahapana is 
appointed Satrap of JIahara?tra 
78 A D Ysamotika or his son Ca^tana 
IS appointed Satrap of 
iMulavn 

02 a C Gautamlputra makes a gift of U?abliadBta’a lands 

97 a C BnlaSri inscription 

98 a C BalnSri’s death 

98 a C Ji\ nsiita inscription 

1^3 A D ^ U§abhndatn’s inscnptions 

124 A D Ayamn inscription 
130 a C GautamTputm’s death 

1 80 a C jPulumavi’s accession 
148 a C Pujumfvvn’s death 

150 A D Rudradaman’s com 

Cn'tnna’s date lies between 78 a C and 124 a C Rudradaman’s daughter’s 
niarnago mth Puhunav i took place some tune between, say, 100 a C and 
180 a C , Rudradaman defeated his son in law also some time between 
these dates 


12 QtJEE^' XiYA>'lK5. ARB GATJTASIlPtrTEA YajRa8eT 

^Atakaem 

179 Nanaghat Inscriptions and Epxgraphic Evidence. I 
shall now consider the Nanachat inscnptions 
, i of queen Nayamka or Naganika These in- 

Ouoen scnptions are numbered 1112 to 1118 in the 

Ltlders last There is difference of opimon 
among scholars as regards the relation the different mdividuals, 
mentioned in the mscnptions, bear to one another The menbus 
of epigraphic oracle has prerented histonans from amvmg at 
unbiassed opinions m their discussions of these famous inscnp- 
tions I have already shown that we can safely brush aside 
epigraphic verdict if it clashes with other evidence (61-61), 
and this remark is particularly apphcable to the present case 
ISO The Images and Names These inscnptions are found 
on the walls of a large cave at the top of the Nanaghat pass that 
leads from the KohSin to Junar m West Poona The cave was 
very likely a rest-chamber for ascetics On the two side-walls 
are long hnes of inscnptions recordmg vanous gifts made m 
connection with Vedic sacrifices by the queen Nayamka, mother 
of pnnee Vedisin On the left wall there are 10 hnes of mscnp- 
tions and on the right waU also 10 On the back wall there were 
ongmally 9 rehevo figures now entirely destroyed Above the 
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hcnds of the figures nro inscnptions, apparently showng tlio 
names of llie j>ersonnges represented by tlie figures The 
m-^cnptions o-\cr the respcclne positions of the 9 figures nro 
given belov 

(1) E"im"v Simnka Satavahano srimata 

(2) Devi Js^^^nnlK^l^a rano elia 

(3) Sin Satakanino 
(1) Kuniaro Blia^ a 
(o) (Iii'^cnjilion lost) 

(b) ( „ ) 

(7) I^Iahrirallii Trrinakn\nro (Biihler) or 
Mnhanith.ignaiikn Yiro (Indra]i) 

(S) Kiimaro Ilakuviri 
(9) Knniaro S'lta's rdnna 

ISI The DnU of Xanaghnt Inscriptions Tlie inscnptions 
on ihc ‘-ide-vall^ iiuiition (i) Kiimara Vcdi'^in and another person 
ap]tirtntl\ (n) a king v}io‘:( mine ended m ‘sin’ and (m) vhose 
nife* the mother of Yedi‘'iri and Sati Sirimata and lastly 
{i\ ) \ malirirathi The namc^o\er the lie.ids of the figures and m 
tlie inscriptions on the side-nalls Innc been supposed to corres- 
pond Vedisiri IS ]K rliajis referred to ns‘knmaro sTitavaliana ’ the 
name over figure 9, S iti Sirimat i as ‘ Kninaro Hakusin ’ the name 
o\cr figure S and the motlicr of Vtdisin and Sati Sinmata as 
‘De\T Xavanikn’ tlie n.inic o\er figure 2 Ra\a Simuka Sata- 
^ ‘ilian i lias bc'cn supposed In most scliolars to have been the 
father of the king vliose name ends in ‘sn’ m the mscnption 
Tins 1 -, nil eiitireh gratuitous assumption I am inclmed to 
plaec the insenptions and Devi Naynmka and others some time 
between 412 .t C and 418 a C for reasons mentioned below 
The consen atism of State engravers as also the presence of other 
inscnptions near at hand, which served as epigraphic models 
to them, would explain the old form of the Xanaghat senpt 

182 Sevi-n Andlirahlirlijns and iicenty-ihree Andhras The 
puriinas state that there were 19 Andhra kings (2Itp-a 273 16) 
followed bv 7 Andhrabhrtyas who were also of the Andhra race 
(Mtp-a 273 17,18, Vap-a* 99 358 359 ) Thisgivesus (19-f7 =) 
2G suect '=1 ve kmes The puranas do not say anything specifically 
about the last i kings Sinc-e all the 30 kmgs were Andhras 
and since onlv 7 have been defimtely stated to be Andhrabhrtyas 
the remammg 23 must have been Andhras other than Andhra- 
bhrtyas OrtliC'C 23 the first 19 ruled before the 7 Andhra- 
bhrtvas The reign of the Andhrabhrtyas began with the 20th 
kincr'and ended wfth the 2Gth The last 4 kings must therefore 
lie Andhras of the old stock This puranic account may fit the 
inscnptional record^ if we assume that the Tihvayaknras and 
Sivalakura= were Andhrabhrtyas Emg Xo 23 who has b^n 
call''d Gautamiputra and who has been wrongly* identified with— 
the Gautamiputra 8rl <atakami of the inscnptions, e— then 
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taken to be Gautamiputm Vibvayakura His predecessor king 
No 22, called Sivasvati or Sivasvami, would be identified with 
Matbarlputra Svami Sakasena or Sakasada, and ku^ No 20 
and No 21 with Vasistbiputra Vilivayakura and Matbarlputra 
Sivalakura respectively The Baleokouros of Bbppokouras 
of Ptolemy (c 150 A D ) cannot be any of these Vilivayakuras 
as the dates for kmgs No 20, No 21 and No 23 range from 307 
a C to 301 a G It is probable that the Vilivayakuras had been 
ruling as hereditary provincial governors from an early time 
before they came to occupy the impenal throne However mce 
the fit may be, it should be kept m mmd that m the absence of 
dates m inscnptions and coins of these kmgs then* respective 
identities with the puramc kmgs remam always a proposition 
of doubtful value even when similarity of names can be found 
We may tentatively accept these identifications so long as any 
conflictmg evidence is not forthcommg 

183 Andhra snb-clans and the meaning of the mord Vtlt- 
- vayahura According to Vayu 99 358 the 

Clans Andhras were divided into five sub-clans 

which were all contemporaneous The 
sub-clans may bo surmised to have been as followB (1) the 
^atavahanas, (2) the Cutus, (3) the Mudas, (4) the Vihvayas and 
(6) the Abhiras Regarding the name Vihvayakura it may be 
pomted out that the word ‘vaya’ means ‘leader’ (Sed ) 
‘Vihvaya’ means ‘leader or lord of vdi’ ‘Kura’ is the same as 
‘kula’ or ‘kuda’ or ‘kada’ (as m Cutukadananda) and means 
‘ sub-clan ’ or ‘ family ’ There is an author named Vdmatha Kavi 
who wrote a drama called ‘hladanmanjan Nataka’ (BumeU, 
170a A classified mdex to the Sansknt manuscnpts m the 
Palace at Tanjore London 1880 ) The name ‘Vilmatha’ is 
identical m meaning with ‘ Vdivaya ’ Vihnatha nught have been 
very well the name of a local ^iva image The ancient town of 
Vellore (North Arcot) used to be known as VeUa (MMW Sed), and 
Vihnatha was probably the deity of the place If this guess be 
correct ^ivalal^a and Vihvayakura would refer to the same 
sub-clan, the sub-clan denved its name from the presidmg^ deity 
of the place Accordmg to the puranas there were 10 Abhira 
kmgs who were also AndhrabliFtyas Their rule, like that of 
the other 7 Andhrabhrtyas mentioned m the same §loka, was 
contemporaneous with the rule of the Andhras and was mcluded 
m the total period of Andhra reign (Vap-a 99 358, 359, 
Mtp-a 273 17, 18 ) The Abhiras were thus Andhras and be- 
longed to one of the royal sub-clans Isvarsena, Isvardatta 
and the other Abhiras were not mterlopers as has been supposed 
by some scholars That the Abhiras belonged to a royal 
clan of th.e Andlirfis explains the fact that Isvardatta, although 
he was a mere mahaksatrapa, dated his records m regnal years 
It IS probable that there were 10 Abhna kmgs of the Traikutaka 
family countmg backwards from Dahrasena 
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184 The last 4 ^dtavahanas We may therefore assume 
that the reigii of the oatavahana sub-clan ended with the death 
of the 19th king After this the impenal Andhra throne passed 
into the hands of other Andhra sub-clans whose rule ended mth 
the 26th kmg The Satavahanas ivere re-established on the 
throne from the time of Yajnasri the 27th kmg tiU the end of 
the dynasty m 435 a C Puloma was the 30th and the last 
i^atavahana kmg 

186 Hindu Rehgious Revival It is hkely that although 
the early Andhra kings of the Oatavahana 
Hakusm sub-clan followed Hmdu ideals and traditions, 

as can be seen from the Bala^rl inscnption, 
the later Andhrabhrtyas weie more mchned towards Buddhism 
and Jainism The large number of gifts made to monks of these 
faiths may be taken as an mdex of their populanty When the 
Satavahanas re-estabhshed themselves as paramount lords they 
tried to revive Hindu rehgious practices The name Yajna^ri 
the first of the later Oatavahanas is itself an mdication of Hin du 
rehgious revival It may he surmised that the Nanaghat 
inscnptions were executed at the order of Nayanika, the queen 
of Yajnato Oatakanii, after the death of her husband at the 
time when Vijaya the 28th kmg was on the throne, i e , between 
412 and 418 a C Vijaya might have been a brother of Yajna- 
§ri Nayanika was perhaps the regent m charge of her minor 
son Vedism who was the provmcial governor of the Daksma- 
patha (hne 2, left wall) She appears to have acted m the same 
capacity for her son as Bala^rl had done for Pulumavi 

186 Meaning of the name Hakusiri Nayamka celebrated 
vedic sacrifices on a lavish scale Her son was named Vedisin 
the Sanskrit eqmvalent of which would he Vedafiri Her other 
son was named Hakusin which is very hkely the Praknta form 
of Suktagri meaning ‘the grace of vedic sukta or mantra’ 
Sukta^ri would he converted mto 6aktuM and then mto Haku- 
sin m Praknta Bfihler wntes ‘Hakusm, which, accordmg to 
the method of spelling used m ancient inscnptions, may stand 
for Hakkusm, would correspond exactly to Sansknt f^aktuiri, 
“he whose glory is the (sacrificial) barley-flour’” (aswi V 
p 64 n ) The occurrence of the name ‘Sati Smunata’ m 
hne 4, left wall, has led Buhler and others to identify him with 
KurnSro Hakusm of the rehevo figure Buhler wntes* ‘Nov if 
^akti IS the Sansknt etymon of Sati, it is qmte possible that 
Baku, which, according to the method of spelling adopted m the 
old inscnptions, may stand for Hakku, is another stronger praknt 
corruption of Sakti’ (ibid,-p 68) In my opmion the ongmal 
name of the prmce was Sukta^ri which suffered change m two 
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was dead at the time when the inscnption was incised’ (ibxd 
p 69 ) ' ’ 

187 Vedain, Vadain and Cadasdti It is quite in the 
fitness of things that the two sons of Yajna^ should have been 
named Suktato and Veda^ In the puranas the name of the 
29th kmg shows several variant forms, e g , CandraM (Vignu) 
Candafiri (Mtp-a ), Danda^ri (Vap-a ) and Vada^i (Radchffe’ 
Mtp , Vip-w IV p 201) The last name Vada^ri may be taken 
to be a corrupt form of Vedato In coins we find the name 
‘Vasithiputa Sin Cada Sati’ Refernng to the coins of this 
king Rapson remarks that his name is spelt in two ways, viz , 
either with a dental or with a lingual d (Cca p 30 n ) The 
name of the kmg has been called Vada ^atakarm by Vmcent 
Smith {tbid ) Support is thus found from corns for almost aU 
the variant names recorded by the puranas Chmese records 
describe this kmg as Yue-ai, i e , Cancha^ri 

188 Vdsisthlpuim VedaSri Yajna^ri has been called 
Gautamiputra m inscriptions and corns Gautamiputra’s wife 
cannot belong to Gautama gotra She may be a Vasigthl 
The queen of the sixth Andhra kmg the great Gautamiputra was 
a Vasigthi It appears that Nayanika, the queen of Yapa^ri 
Gautamiputra, was also a Vasrjthi, her son Vedisin may be taken 
to be the Vadasm of the corns who was a Vasi?thiputra 

189 w probably the correct name of the first Andhra 
King Now commg to the name Simuka that 

Sinrnka and ^pp^ars over the first rehevo figure Bhag- 
vanlal Indraji writes ‘Dr Bubler has suggest- 
ed that Simuka the first statue m the Nanaghat chamber is 
6i4uka, the first name which occurs in the hlatsya Puran hst 
This suggestion seems probable and is supported by the consi- 
deration that the ^ipraka of the Vishnu, the Smdhuka of the 
Vayu, and the ^i^ulm of the Matsya Purans appear to be all 
corruptions of the Nanaghat name Sunuka, ansmg from a 
misreadmg of the letter mu, a mistake which seems to have been 
made about the fourth or fifth century At that time mu might 
be read either as pro, shu or dhu, and each Puran \mter adopted 
the reading he thought to be the best And as Sishuka and 
Sidhuka seemed meaningless names they were changed mto 
6i§uka and Smdhuka’ (bg XYl p 612 ) Chances are against 
the assumption that the first Andhra kmg had a name without 
a meamng Dunng the Andhra period oven Sakas, Yavanas 
and Palhavas sported Sanskntic names If in the fifth century 
A D it was possible to read mxi as shu the reverse was also true 
As the Nanaghat inscription was executed some time after 412 
a C it might bo that the ongmal name SKuka in the copy 
road as Simuka by the engraver Then agam there is another 
possibihty The letter ‘ ia ’ occurs rarely m Pruknta v ords and 
it 13 hkely that many variants of this letter existed one of whicli 
resembled ‘ma’ To my eye the letter supposed to lie ‘ina 
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in the word read as ‘Simnka’ appeai-s to be somewhat different 
from the other ma’s, eg , m. the word ‘kumara’ occurrmg m the 
Nanaghat inscription The upper part of the middle letter m 
the word read as ‘Simuka’ resembles more a V than the half 
circle of other ma’s There is just the possihihty that the letter 
IS ‘&i’ and not ‘ma’ The resemblance would be explamed by 
the supposition that the mscnption was executed at a tmie when, 
the two letters could bo confused The occurrence of sporadic 
forms of letters in inscriptions is not a rarity Vmcent Smith 
writes ‘Many alphabetical forms specially characteristic of 
Gupta inscriptions are found spora^cally m Kujana records 
(see No 46 of List of Inscriptions) while on the other hand, 
Gupta documents often exhibit archaic forms specially character- 
istic of the Ku^ana age ’ (The Kusan Period of Indian Hisotry, 
]ras 1913 p 36 ) 

190 Nanaghat Inscwptions toere vei y likely executed by the 
Queen of Yajna^n The assumption that the Nanaghat m- 
scnptions were executed by the queen of Yajnafiri is thus seen to 
he supported by the foUowmg arguments (i) the names Sukta- 
6ri and VedaSri of the prmces are m conformity with the name 
YajnafrI of the father The worn out name of the kmg m 
the inscription ends with a ‘sn’ , (u) vedic rites in place of Bud- 
dhistic ceremomes were hkely to have been maugurated by royal 
personages on the re-estabhshment to the throne of the ^ata- 
vahana sub-clan This occurred at the tune of Yajna^ri, i e , 
about 403 a C , (m) the placmg of rehevo figure of ^i^uka the 
first ^atavahana, the founder of the dynasty, along with those 
of the other members of Yaj naan’s family to emphasize the fact 
that the ^atavahana sub-clan was re-estabhshed , (iv) the 
identification of Vedisui with the 29th kmg , and (v) lastly the 
probable occurrence of a sporadic form of the letter ‘^a’ peculiar 
to the fifth century AD m the inscription In spite of the 
plausibfiity of the above arguments it must be kept m mmd that 
smce the Nanaghat inscriptions bear no date the identifications 
cannot be considered as certam Incidentally it may be men- 
tioned that YajnaSri’s queen Nayamka, the Sanskntic form 
of whose name is Naganika, belonged to a Naga family ^i^uka 
the first Andhra kmg was also connected with the Nagas 

191 Peculiarities of the JoghaUeinbht Hoard Gautamiputra 

6ri Yajna ^atakarni hke his filustrious 
Yajfiafiri ancestor and namesake Gautamiputra ^ri 
^ Nahap^a §atakarm,the sixth Andhra kmg, was a power- 

ful monarch The variety of his corns and 
the extent of them provenance clearly show his superior position 
among the Andhra kin gs For some reason which cannot be 
defimtely specified restruck and double-struck Andhra corns 
begm to make then appearance at the time of the Vihvayakuras 
downwards The restruck corns of Nahapana, however, are 
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generally ascnbed to Gautamiputra ^atakami, the sixth king, 
lyrongly supposed to be the 23rd king I have an impression 
that these corns, all of which, mthout any exception, are to be 
traced to a single hoard, viz , the Joghaltembhi find, wore re- 
struck at the tune of YajnaSri About 300 years had elapsed 
at the time of YajfiaSrl smce Nahapana issued his coins Some- 
body found the hoard and had a portion of them restruck m 
order to be able to use the coins That there was no ongmal 
com of Gautamiputra or of anybody else m the hoard is a strong 
proof of the fact that the restampmg was done after the hoard 
had been found Nahapana’s corns seem to have been restruck 
Avith different dies It is hkely that m order to avoid the con- 
fiscation of any part of the hoard by the State under the treasure 
trove act of the times (29) the discoverer was getting the coins 
restamped m small quantities m different places representmg 
them to be his heirloom This must have been a slow process 
The discoverer died leavmg the hoard hidden, and a part of it 
unstamped Scott wntes ‘The great vanety of dies used m 
makmg the counter-impression is as noticeable as the vanely 
in the cose of Nahapana’s corns to which I have drawn attention. 
The woik was evidently done by many different workmen, of 
very different abihties, and probably at many different places ’ 
(TheNasik-Joghaltembhi-Hoardof Nahapana’s Corns, Rev H B 
Scott, jbbras XXII p 241 ) Rapson writes 'The latter 
class, (restruck coins of Nahapana) which comprises more 
than two-thirds of the total number of coins found, has, 
struck over the ordmary types of Nahapana, the Andhra types, 
obv “Caitya with inscr ” rev “Ujjam svmbol”, which appear 
together on lead coins of Pu]umavi, ^iva Sri, Cauda 6ati and 6ri 
Yajna, but which had not previously been found associated on 
coins of Gautamiputra ^atakarm So far as is known at present, 
these types were not used for any mdependent silver coinage, 
but were simply employed for the purpose of re-isstung the 
existing currency’ (Cca p Ixxxix) 

192 Goins hearing the Legend ' Oaiiiatmpvira SStahamt' 
The facts noted above will be best explamed by the supposition 
that Gautamiputra l^il ^atakarm did not issue any com havmg 
ascended the impenal throne without a probationary period of 
provmcial governorship On the other hand, Yajfia^ri had a 
long period of provmcial reign, vtz , 18 years or more, and it is he 
that 18 responsible for all the coins hearing the legend ‘ (^utaml- 
putra Sri ^atakarm’ The conohsheH symbol, if it has been 
correctly deciphered, that exists m the com ascnbed to Gautami- 
putra §ri ^atakarm (Cca p 17), is peouhar to Gautamiputra 
Yajna^ri ^atakaxm, this is another argument m favour of the 
assertion that Gautamiputra 6ri Satakarm, the sixth kmg, the 
so-called conqueror of Nahapana, did not mmt any com at all 
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1 3 iSoMn TnNXATivjc Identifications 


103 D){}icuUics 2 H nhnhfinng ihc ‘Puhnmvi’ of the Corns 
j ... Tlic inscnplions and coins of other Andhra 

t lUpiUm’ Sn a- s'^^^raps need not be considered 

^riPu)iima\i * ^^’0 pioseiit as tlioj’- do not throw any 

ficsli liglit on Andhra chionology, neither do 
t^le^ hel]-) ns in establi'^hing the identities of puramo Andhra 
hiiigs 1 should like to point out that lung Kr?na of the Nasik 
inscription, Ludcrs No 1144, and of the com (Cca p 48) may 
not after all bo the second puramo king of the same name There 
IS another Kr^na, apparently also of the ^atavahana sub-clan, 
in the puramo h'^t, viz , No 16 who has been called Nenulq^sna 
(Vap) or Gornlvsakr^na (Vip-M ) Ho may very well be the person 
mentioned m the inscription and the com Martin has desenbed 
Ino coins of Piihiniuvi mth the legends ‘Sivahri Pulumavisa’ 
and 'Vasithiputa SivaSiii Pulumavisa’ respectively (Numis- 
matic Supplement for 1934, Journal and Proceedmgs of the 
Asiatic Socict}^ of Bengal, No 318, p 61 N ) These corns raise 
grave doubts about the hitherto accepted identifications of the 
several Pulumavis appeanng m the puramc list , m view of this find, 
ascribing a particular com to a particular Pujumavi becomes a 
ver}’' difficult if not an impossible task There is nothmg to 
show m the coins themselves whether all of them that have the 


legend Pulumavi belong to the same kmg or to different kmgs 
bearmg the same name The name, found m Martm’s coins, 
‘Sivasn’ suggests the later Andhraa According to the Anan- 
da^ram IMatsya the name of the 26th kmg is SivaM Puloma, 
Visnu calls hun ^atakarm ^iva^rl, the Radohffe manuscript calls 
him simply ^iva^ii Very hkely the corns with the legend 
‘ Vasisthlputra ^iva^rl Pulumavi’ are to be ascribed to this 
king H N Dikshit has lately desenbed a copper com with the 
legend ‘Rano Sivasiris Apdakasa’ (jrasb Numis Supplement 
XLVn pp 93, 94 N ) 'This com may be ascribed to the eighth 
kmg tentatively 

194 Filling up the gaps I have already estabhshed four 


LV Some Tenta- 
tive Identifications 


pomts of contact betueen the puramo and 
the inscnptional series of Andhra kmgs on 
the basis of independent dates on both sides 


and of simdaiity of names An attempt may now be made to 
indicate the inscnptional and com names of some of the remammg 
26 kmgs The identifications of these kings are bound to be 
tentative as no dates other than puramo are available Neither 


IS there any other indication that might defimtely fix their 
mdividual positions m the puramo list A leference to Table XII 
wdl show the proposed identifications 
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14 Reconstbitcted Andhea Cheonology 

195 CliTonologicol HtsioTy The chronological history of 

the Andhra period may now be summarized 
structed AndSa further details and for information of the 
Chronology Bociial and the economic condition of the 

people durmg this period reference may be 
made to the wntmgs of other workers on Andhra history 

196 Reconstructed Andhra History About 66 b C Deva- 
bhuti, the last of the Sunga kmgs, n as murdered by his brahmana 
mmister Vasudeva who usurped the throne Vasudeva belonged 
to the Kanva family The Kanvas traced their descent to the 
ancient Puru dynasty The Kanvas were ongmaUy k§atnyas 
and became brahmanas later on (Vip-b IV 10 2,10) In spite 
of their ksatnya blood the Kanvas were weak rulers Towards 
the end of Vasudeva’s reign a provincial governor, vuth his 
capital at Ujjaymi, Vikramaditya by name, broke free from 
the Kanva yoke, annexed adjommg terntoncs and declared 
himself an mdependent kmg In 21 b C another provmcial 
governor of the Kanvas, named 6iSuka, killed the last Kanva 
kmg SuSarman and captured the imperial throne The short 
reign of the Kanva dynasty came to an end m 21 b C 6i6uka 
was an Andhra and a ^udra by caste His capital was at 
Pratisthana, the modem Paithan Very likely he vas a Naga 
ongmally belongmg to Andhrade^a He came of a clan called 
^atakarra, and the sub-clan or family to vhich he belonged was 
named ^atavahana or Sahvahana The Satakaims followed the 
matriarchal social system prevalent m the Deccan SiSuka’s 
ancestors were hereditary provmcial governors from the time 
of the ^ungas The long association of the Satakarnis ivith the 
people of the west was responsible for their giving up the matri- 
archal form of mhentance although m other matters they ob- 
served matriarchal custom Amongst the Satakarms the suc- 
cession often devolved upon brothers in preference to the son 
This compromise between the patriarchal and the matriarchal 
S 3 '-steni of inheritance was probably one of the most important 
factors that led to the appointment of princes of the rojml 
blood as provincial governors and the appomtment of dowager 
queens as regents vhen the piinces happened to bo minors 

197 Bid for Sovereignty When SiSuka ascended the 
imperial throne in 21 b C he found a formidable rival in 
Vikramaditja A bid for sovcreigntj' ensued betveen these two 
pou erful and ambitious princes Vikramaditya was overthrow n 
in about 18 b C after a great fight and had to acknowledge the 
suzerainty of ^isiika during the rest of Ins life It appears that 
the province of Mtllava, conquered at so mucli cost, was lost to 
the Andhras some time after the dcatli of Si6uka probably as a 
result of the nse of the Kusana power After oi^uka s dcatli m 
2 a C his brother Kr§na became the king Nothing definite is 
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known about the pnnces who came after 6i4uka tiU we come to 
the sixth kmg who was called Gautamiputra ^ri ^atakarm 

198 The Oieat Oaiitamiputra Gautamiputra was a great 
kmg He ascended the throne m 74 a C He succeeded m 
reconquermg aU his ancestral dommions, m subjugatmg the 
6akas, Yavanas and Palhavas that had foimed small mdependent 
prmcipahties, and m conquermg other k^atriya kmgs of his 
time who had defied Andhra supremacy His greatest mfiitary 
exploit was the conquest of the Khakharatas, a family of powerful 
6aka emperois Gautamiputra le-estabhshed the prestige of 
his family He was generous towards his defeated enemies, and 
he appomted them as provmcial governors undei hun He had 
several 6aka governors as satraps He appomted Ca^na the 
^aka to the governorship of the reconquered provmce of Malava 
and Bhumaka, another 6aka, to the rulership of Mahara^fra 
Gautamiputra came to be known as the fneud of the l^akas and 
was called ^akaditya He founded an era to commemorate 
his victories m 78 A D The era was known as ^akavda and also 
as the ^ahvahana era 

199 Provincial Ooreinors undei Ouutamxputra AU pro- 
vmcial governors and satraps under Gautamiputra, unless they 
belonged to the royal family, had to record State events m terms 
of hiB era The provmcial governors, however, were allowed 
great latitude m aU matters They waged wars on then own 
account, and mmted coins The rmperial authority did not mter- 
fere m these affairs It remamed satisfied so long as it regularly 
got its dues This arrangement lent strength to the imperial 
Andhras and was perhaps one of the reasons that contributed to 
the long reign of the Andhra dynasty 

200 The Andhias and the Ku§anas The relation of the 
Andhras to the Kusanas is not at all clear That two powerful 
empires should exist side by side without commg mto conflict 
with each other is rather strange It is stranger stfll that no 
record of their mutual relationship should be left m corns and 
inscriptions H it is proved that the Kuganas used the 6aka 
era then that would be a strong presumptive evidence m favour 
of the assumption that the Kusanas were feudatories to the 
Andhras for a part of their empire at least Gautamiputra’s 
mother records m an inscription that her son conquered the 
Khakharatas who, as there are reasons to beheve, were a verj’- 
powerful dynasty of kmgs If the use of the 6aka era by the 
Ku^anas is substantiated it would be possible to identify either 
Kadphises I or Kadphises H, whoever of these two died m 78 
A D , wuth the Khakharata mentioned m the inscription It is 
mterestmg to note m this connection that although Kani§ka 
has been described as ‘rajatiraja’ m inscriptions m pursuance 
of his family custom, he does not use this title m any of his corns 
No separate Indian name for the Kusanas exists, they were 
grouped together with the 6akas, a name fanuhar to Indians for 



118 


GIBINDBASHEKHAB BOSE 


[yol Y, 


many centunes past, liavmg come through the same route, one 
m the wake of the other According to Laufer, the Tue-chi, 
the people to which the Ku^nnas belonged, livore Scythic Iranians' 
(Ehi p 264 n ) The Ku?nnas could thus bo known as ^akas 
The Ku?ana kings appear to liave been called ^akarats or Saka 
emperors, IChakliarata is probably the Prakrita form of ^akaraf 
All this hoAvever is mere conjecture at the present state of our 
knowledge, and we must ivnit for further information before any 
definite opmion can bo pronounced in this matter 

201 The End of the Andhra Empire The Satavahana sub- 
clan enjoyed umntermpted reign from 21 b C to 307 a 0 when 
the Andhrabhrtyas, n'ho were provincial governors under the 
Satavahanas and very probably related to them, came mto 
power The old Andhra stock of Satavahanas occupied the 
impenal throne again in 403 aC when Yajfia^ri became king 
Yajfia^ri was a great prince and he tried to revive the glory 
of the Satavahana family He, it seems, was a supporter of 
Hmdu rehgion as distmgmshed from Buddlnsm and Jamism 
The Hmdu revival that attained its acme about the time of the 
Guptas started in Andhra times The Andhra empire which 
began m 21 b C came to an end m 436 a C havmg lasted for 
four centuries and a half kimor Andhra princes contmued to 
reign m isolated provinces either as mdependent kmgs or as 
provmcial governors under other kmgs for a long time afterwards 
If the date of the Gupta era has been correctly fixed the great 
Andhra empire must have shown signs of dismtegration with 
the rise of the Guptas from about 320 A D 

202 Andhras as Patrons of Learning The Andhras appear 
to have been enhghtened rulers under whom arts and commerce 
flourished They were patrons of leammg The names of two 
Andhra kmgs, viz , i§i<?uka and Hala, are connected with hterary 
works The science of astronomy received great encouragement 
at Vikramaditya’s court and it was at his tune that TJjjaymi 
became the zero pomt from which longitudes are calculated m 
Indian astronomical works This was a great achievement of 
Vikramaditya Gautamiputra 6ri Satakarni, who foimded the 
^aka era, must have followed the scientific traditions of 
Vikramaditya’s times The use of the 6aka era m later astro- 
nomical works shows that the Andhras had a share also m the 
revival of Hindu astronomy that began in the first century 
before the Christian era 
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APPENDIX 

BAiMiRi Inscription. Panee-Lena Oaves Nasik 

LMers No 1123 Transliteration according to 
BLI bg XIT 1883 pp 650, 551 Inscription 2 
[For translation see (160)] 

Line 1 8iddha[m] rafio vasithiputasa siripulnniayisa sava chare 
ekunavisc 10 gimhuna paklio bitiye 2 divase terase 
13 rajarano gotamipiitasa himavatmem — 

Lino 2 ma[n]darapavatasanisarasa asikasusakamulakasura- 
trliakiikiiraparataanupavidabba akaraba[n]tira]asa 
vi[n]]ha[r]chavatapancata sabyakanhagirima[n]- 
casintnnamalayamnhi[n]da — 

Line 3 setagiricakorapavatapatisa savarajalokama[n]dala- 
patigabitasasanasa divasakarakaravibodbitakamala- 
bimala sadisabadanasa tisainudatoyapitavahanasa 
patipiinacadama[n]dalasasirlka — 

Line 4 piyadasanasa varavaranavikamacaruvikamasa bhuja- 
gapatiblioga pinabatavipuladigbasu[n]darabhu]a8a 
abhyodakadanakiknanibhayakarasa avipanamatu- 
sususaka[ra]sa suvibhatativagadesakalasa — 

Line 6 porajanamvisesasamasiikhadukbasa khatiyadapama- 
namadanasa sakayavanapalhavamsudanasa dha- 
mopajitakaranniyogakarasa kitaparadhepi satujane 
apanahi[m]sarucisa dijavarakntrubavivadiia — 

Line 6 nasa khakharatavafmjsaniravasesakarasa satavahana- 
kulayasapatithapanakarasa gavaina[n]dalablnva- 
ditaca[r]ana8a vimvatitacatuvanasa[n]karasa aneka- 
samaravajitasatusaghasa aparajitavijayapataka- 
sa[sa]tujanadu padhasaniya — 

Line 7 puravarasa kulapunsapara[m]paragataTipulara]a- 
sadasa agamanam nilayasa sapunsana asayasa sinya 
adbithanasa iipacaranam pabliavasa eka[n]kusasa 
ekadhanudharasa ekasurasa ekabanibanasa rama — 
Line 8 kesavajunabhimasenatulaparakamasa chanayanusava- 
sama] akarakasa nabhaganahuea] aname] ayasakara- 
yayatirama[m]bari8a8amate]asa apanmitamakha- 
yamacitamabbutam pavanagarudasidhayakha- 
rakbasavi] adharabhutaga[n]dhavacarana — 

Lme 9 ca[n]dadivakaranakhatagahavicma8amarasirasi ]itari- 

pusa[n]gbasanagavarakbadhagaganatalainabhijiga- 

dbasa kulavipulasinkaraaa sinsatakanisa matuya 
mabadeviya gotanuya balasiriya sacavacanadana- 
khamahimsanirataya tapadamaniya — 

Line 10 mopavasataparaya rajansivadhusadamakhilanianu- 
vidhiyanianayakanta[m] deyadham 
Bikbarasadise tiranhnpavatasikbare viinanavarani- 
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Nnscsamahiclhikalenn eta ca Iona mahficlevi maha- 
rajamala inahara]apa(pi)tamnlu cladiiti nikayasa 
bhaclfn anh ana blnkluisanigliasa 

Line 11 ctnsa ca Icnasa citnnaniinita[ni] inaliadcviya ayakajE 
«e^^dva 1 no piyakamo ca nii [dakluna] pathe- 

saio pitnpatiyo dhama‘?etusa dadali gamn[m] 
l^anhupa^ata‘;a ajiaradalchinapase pisajipadakam 
saAajatablioganirathi 

GaI/TAMII’I.TEA {^ATAKARM AM) JUASCTA I^SCRIPT^ONS 

PA^nu Lex\ CvA rs Nasiic 

Liidcrs No 1125 and No 1120 Transliteration 
accordnnr to BLI bg XVI 1SS3 pp 55S-5G0 
Inscriptions No 4 and No 5 
[For translation see (169, 170, 171)] 

Gnniamlji^ifra l^dtalanu Inscription 

Line 1 sidliain seiifne ^e]a^anltlye Mjayakhadliavara govo- 
dlianasa bonakatakasvaini gotainipiito sirisadakani 

Line 2 anapajati govodliane ainaca[in] Yinhnpalitam game 
aparakakliadiyani jam klietam ajakalakij'ain usa- 
bliadatcna bliutam nivatana 

Line 3 sataiii be 200 eta amhakota[in] nivatanasatani bo 200 
nncsa pavajitana tekirasina Yitarama etasa casa 
katasa panliara[m] 

Lino 4 vitan'imn apavesn anomasa alonakbadaka aratbasa- 
vinayilia savajatapanhanka ca etahi na panbarehi 
paribarabi 

Line 5 etc casa ketapanbareca etba nibadbo bln suviyena 
anatain aniacena sivagutcna cbato iiiabasamiyebi 
iiparakbita 

Lino 6 data patika savacbaro 18 vasapakbe 2 divase 1 tapa- 
sa(sa)na kata 

Jivasutd Inscription “ There is a bolj’’ cross or svastika mark at 
tbe end of inscription 4 (Gautainlputra inscnption given 
above) m tbe middle of Ime six Inscription 5 (Jivasnta 
inscription as given belov ) begins just after mtb ‘siddbam ’ ” 
(BLI bg Vol XVI 1883 p 568 ) 

Line G (of previous inscription continued) 

Siddlia govadbano aniacasa 
6a(8a)maka8adeyo rajanito 

Line 7 rauo gotamiputasa satakanisa mabadeviya ca jlva- 
sutaya rajamatuya vacanena govadbana [ama]co 
Bamako arogavatavo tato eva(m) 

Line 8 vatavo etba ambebi pavate tiranbumbi ambadbama- 
dane lene pativasatana pavajitana bbikbuna game 
kakliadisu puvakbetam data(m) ta ca kbeta 
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va(vi)kflsate bo ca gaino na vasati evam sati yadam 
etha nagarasime rajakam khetam amhasatakain 
tato etasa pavajitaiia bliikhvina teranhukanain 
dadama 

kketasa nivatana sataui 100 tasa ca klictasa pariharaBi. 
vitarama apavesa anomasa alonakliadaka aratkr- 
savuiayika savnjataparihanka ca 
eteln na paiiliarelii pardiaratlia eta casa klietapan- 
hara[m] ca etha nibadhapetha siibiyena anata 
patiharakhi 3 ’’a[m] la 3 n[ni]yamata lekbe sava chare 24 
vasana paklie 4 divase paincame 6 pu['va]]itma kata 
nibadha nibadho savachare 24 gimhanapaklie 2 
divase 10 

PlJKA^IIO ^LOKAS EELATTNO TO AnDHBA SuB-CeANS 
Vap-a 99 367, 35S and 369 

pulovapi sataah sapta anyesam* ca bhavisyati 
ityete vai nrpa^tiiruiadandhra bhok^yanti y& mahim 
samah &itamcatvan pafica gadvai tatliaiva ca 
andlii'aniim samstlutali pauca tesara vaniiah samah pimah 
saptaiva tu bhavjsyanti daiSabhirastoto nrpah 
sapta gardabhmnScapi tototha daSa vai ^akali 

Prose order or anvaya 

pulovil api sapta samah [bhavi?yati]/ anye 9 am* [andlira- 
nam] ca [ra] 3 '’am] bhavi§yati/ iti ote vai ye tnm^at aiidhrah 
nipali CBtvari ^tam tatha vai panca ^at samah eva ca mahim 
bhoksyaiiti/ tesam pauca vam^ah piinah samah (samakaliiiah) 
samsthitah/ [mfdavamSat anynsmm varaSe] andhrali sapta 
eva bhavisyanti tatah daSa abliirali nrpah [bhavi 9 j’’anti]/ 
gardabhmah ca api sapta atha tatah ^akali daSa vai/ (continued 
m the next ^loka) 

Ti anslaUon 

Pulova [will reign] for seven years There will bo 
[kmgdom] for other [Andliras] also/ Thus for these thirty 
Andhra kmgs that will enjoy this earth for four liimdrod j'ears 
and also five six years m addition/ there will bo five famihos 
(vam^ilh), further they will reign contemporaneousljf/ [In 
the djTiastj’’ other than the mam one] there will bo seven 
Andhras and also ten Abhira kings/ Also seven Gardabhma 
and then ten Sakas (continued in the next sloka) 

TranslaUon for ilie variant reading ' anyaslc^Sm' 

And Pulova [vill reign] for seven years Another [dy- 
nastj’’ besides the mam one] of those [Andhras] ivill reign 


122 

Lme 9 

Lme 10 
Lme 11 
Line 12 


* Vonant rending — am natcMm 
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mp-a 273 16, 17,infj 18 

puloma sapta var«ani anj'asteijaTn bhftvj^yaij 
ekonavuniatirhyete anrlhra. bhokayarih vai rnahltn 
tesam. var^a'^atani fevui^catvan ^a^ircva ca 
andhranam. ^ampthita rajyc bhrtyanvay'' n(p°4j 

saptaivandhra bhavnyanti da4abhlra-^tatbr/ nrp'fj 
sapta gardabbila-^pi 
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Mtp-a 273 36, 37, 38 and 39 

mahapadmablu^ekattu yavajjanma parik^itah 
evam var§asahasram tu jneyam panca^aduttarani 

paulomastu tatliandhrastu mabapadmantare punab 
anantaram ^atanya^tau §attrim^attu samastatba 

tavat kalantaram bbavyamandbrantadaparik§itab 
bbavi^e te prasamkbyatab puranajnaib irutar$ibbib 

saptar^ayastada pram^upradiptenagnma samab 
saptaTimiati bbavyanamandbranam tu yada punab 

For translation of glokas 36, 37 and 38 see (120), and for 
translation of Sloka 39 see (104) 

Vip-w p 230 or Vip-b IV 24-32 

yavatpariksito jannia yavannandabhisecanam 
etadvar§asahasrani tu jneyam pancada^ottaram 

For translation of tbis Sloka see (120) 
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INDEX OF SUBJECTS 

(Index numbers refer lo paraqrapTs nn 1 not to parjes) 
A 

Abhlnis 147, 1S3 

Additions and omissions m puranic recortl* 07 

Adhisiimakrsna, AdhJ^Imokrma, Adhisomaknma or A ‘•Jmal ryna, S'J 

Agnimitra 12 

Aitarej a Brahmana, 7, 9 

T 3 r e r*/-. 
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Chronology, Andhra, see Andhra chronology error m the present-day 
version of, 82, 83 foundation of, 19{2), 19((5o), 21, 61, 133-149 
insecure foundation of, 81 need of re\n8ion of, 1, 82, 83, 100, 195-201 
Chronology, purazuc, 99, 100, 195-201 comparison with hypothetical 
example, 82 concord m, 108 external support of, 132-149 
Coins, Andhra, 18, 193 double struck, 28 Joghalterabhi, 191, 192, see 
restruok corns with legend Gautamiputra ^atakami, 192 with 
legend Pulumavi, 193 mi n ted by provincial rulers, 26, 199 mmted 
by small independent states, 44 mmted by paramount power, 26, 
149 restruck, 4, 27-29, 191, 192 

Contemporanei^ of, Andhras, Mauryas, Sungas and Kanvas, 3 Gautami- 
putra ^ri Satakami, Vasiftrhlputra Pujumavi, Nahapana, Ca^tana, 
Rudradaman, and Ptolemy, 4 Kalki, ViSakhajnipa, Byhadratha and 
^uddhodana, 125 ^iMka and VikramSditya, 137-141 
Correlation of data, see data 
Cutu, an Andhra sub clan, 183 
Cutukagtananda, 6, 67, 143 

D 

Dabrasena, 148, 173, 183 
Dark period, 6, 73, 80, 82, 149 

Data, correlation of mscnptional and puranic, 15, 39, 62, 07, 132 faulty 
correlation of, 67, 74 m hypothetical example, 71, 77 two groups 
of, 62 

Dates, of Andhra kings, 83, 100 of Andhra reign 20 of CandragrI, 
136, 145 of Gautamiputra, 19(6a), 132, 133, 133(1) of Guptas, 149 
identity of, 66, 77 key date of Gautamlputra’s tunes, 178 longs 
with known, 79 of Mai abharatan war, 106 puramc, 78, 83, 100 
of Siauka, 137-144 ofYajnagri, 134, 135, 146 
Devabhuti, 196 
Dikshit, K N , 193 
Dlrghatamas, 8 

DvatrimSat Puttahka, 137, 140 

Dynastic, lists of Andhras, 90-92 lists m the Bible, 68 lists, puramc, 
100 lists of the Purus, 07 reign, total as a guide, 96 averages of 
reignmg penods m different, 116 


E 

End of the Andliras, 6, 201 
English puranas, 08 

Epigraphic estimate, BGliler’s, 60 Chanda’s, 64(2) Indrap’s, 65 
Jayaswal’s, 64(1) Eapson’s, 60, 57 

Epigraphic evidence, 2, 3 caution m admittmg, 26, 61, 61 error in, 
fallacies m, futihty of, nsks of admitting, 61-61 
Epigraph} , different readings, 68 Nanaghat inscriptions and, 3, 19(6), 
179 persistence of old forms, 69 sporadic forms of letters, 189 
Era, Rah, 122-131 Muriya, 2, 68 Nnnda, 120-131, see Nanda ora 
puramc, 120 reference, 39, 78 ^aka, 42, 47-49, 122, 161, ICG, 
see ^aka era Vikrama, 122, 142 Yudhi^hira, 130 
Error, suspicion of, m accepted Andhra chronology , 83 x aguoness in 
indicating margm of, in epigraphic estimates, 63 
Evidence, epigraphic, see opigrapluc evidence mscnptional and mums 
matic, 3 mcanmg of, 17 literary, 19(1), 134-137, 146 
Example, liypothetical, 67-73, 82 




Fergusson, 45 
Fleet. J r , IGG 
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G 


Gftps in identification, 191 

Gautamtputrn, 1 19(0), 19(Gn), 112 131(1), 150-100, 1C3-1G5, 1G9, 172, 
174, 170, 17S, 19S, 190 nnccstorn of, lOG concihato:^' policy of, 
ICO 01101010 =! of 154 date of, 19(0o), 112 gifts of, 174 the Great, 
198 identification Mitli ^rl Satakami the 0th Inng, 133, 133(1) 
identification with the 21rd King, I, 21, 01, 80 inscription of, 109 
and Khakharatas, 102, 103 o\orlord of PujuinuM, 40, GO, 151 
o%OTlord of XJpahhndatn, 170 popiilnrit\ of, 104 prestige of tho 
d\'nnst\ of, 101 proMncial nilorship of, 172 Pujumuvi and, 4, 
19(0d), 40, 1 12, 131, 151 queen of, 171 and Rudradaman, 50 
and 6nkas, 154, 100-104 lcrritor% of, 150 152 times of, 151, 178 
Usahhadata and, 19(0), 109, 170 Vih\ a\ akura, 5, 27 and vrostem 
palraps, 105, 107, 108, 198 Ynjfiafirl, 188 
Generation interval, 109, 112, 117 a\crngo, 114 Bengali, 111, 112 
Bntish, 113 puraiiic, 101, 112 \ariationof, 115 
Gotra names, and niatnarcln , 32 and patnorcliv , 33 
Greek accounts, 85 
Guptas, 119, 201 

H 

Halvusin, 41, 180, 181 meaning of name, 180, 187, see ^aktifirl 

Hall, Pitredward, tlO, 91, 100 

PCantlputra, 31 

Harold and Ramacandra, 84 

Hatigiunpha inscription, soo inscription 

Hindu religious revival, 185 

Hol-lo mien and Pulonia, 114, 135 


I 

Identifications, accepted, SO canons of, 01 false, 38 tentative, 194 
Idontitj of dates and places, 05, 77 four fold basis of, 03 of incidents, 
04, 70 of names, 38, 03, 75 
Ilk^aku, 157 

Indraji, Bhagv unlul, 55, 58, 81, 171, 189 

Inscriptions, Andhra, 18 Balafiri, 19(Cc), 160, 177 Bhdsa Tope, 60 
Gimar, 19(05), of Gautamlputra, 109-170 Hatigumpha, 2, 19(2), 
54(1), 54(2), 58, 01, 03, 81 hiTiothotical, 09 Jivasuta, 170-172 
Karlc, 4, 19(0) Ranaghat, 2, 19(6), 179-181, 185-190 Nasik, 4, 
19(0), 19(Gc), 55 and puranic account, 15, 00 
Inscnptional, dates for Gautamiputra and Puhimavu, 132 evidence is 
interpretation, 17 and numismatic records, 18 and puranic data, 
correlation of, 02 and puranic regnal j cars, 40 
Intervals, see Time Intorvmls 
Kvardatta, 148 
ISvarsona, 148 

J 

Jayaswal, K P , 64(1), 68, 164 

Jivasuta, inscription, see inscription name of Gautamiputra’s queen, 
171 

Joghaltembhi hoard, 191, soo coma, restruok 


K 

Kadphises, founder of 6aka era, 47 

Kalakacharya, 160 

Kah, era, 122-131 yuga, see yuga 
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Kabdasa and the Andhras, 10 
Kahnga, 8, 10 

Kahngas and Andhras, 2, 19(3) 

Kalki, 124, 126 

Kalpa, see Yuga 

Khm^ka, 46, 47-49, 164 

Kanvaa, 143, 196 

Karie inscriptions, see mscnptions 

Kennedy, Vans, 118 

Khakharata, see msoriptions, BalaSri and ^akara(., 162, 200 
Kharavela, and Satakarni, sea Hatigmnpha 

Kings, with different names, 89 with known dates, 79 with the same 
name, 36 siTth and seventh, 133 twenty third and twenty fourth, 
19(6d), 182 

Kmgdom, ancient Andhra, 9 
Kn?na, 3, 5, 19(6), 34, 63, 86, 193 
Kfta jmga, see Yuga 
K^emaraja, 2 

Ksatrapas and mahakijatrapas, 22, 23, 46 of Indian descent, 23 and 
paramount power, 22, 46 

Kuganas, and Andhras, 197, 200 overlord of western satraps, 46, 46 
and ^akas, 200 and the ongin of the 6aka era, see ^aka era 

L 


Lamhodara, 36 see Pujumavn 
Laufer, 200 

Literary evidence 19(1), 134-137, 145 

Lfiders, 43, 60, 58, 148, 150, 168, 169, 170, 173-177, 179, 193 

M 

Madanamanjari Na(aka, 183 
Mngadhas, 97 

ITngha, beginning of kali, 106 
Mahabharata, 7, 10, 67, 106 
Mahabharatan war, 9, 10, 106 
Mahak^atrapa, see k^atrapa 
Mahalanobis, P 0,111 
Mahanandi, 117 
Maharaja, 22, 42, 44, 148 
Munaiaka, 138, 140 
Mfindhatp, 8 
Manusapilnta, 29 
Matharlputra, 6, 27, 33 
Matriarchy, 32 

Mauryas, and Andhras, 3 puranio account of, 12, 13 
Mitak§ara, 29 

Modem version of Andhra liistoiy, 14 
Momer Williams, Momor, 100, 161 
Mudanondo, 6, 143 
Mumka, 12 
Munya, 2, 58 

N 

Kagas, 139, 143 

Nagariika or Nayanika, queen, see queen 
Nahapana, 4, 19(0), 27, 46, 00, 169, 108, 191 

Names, Andlira clan, 30, 31 Andhra sub clan, 183 com and inscnptional, 
194 different, 89 gotra, 32-34 identification by, 34-30, 38 
identity of, 03, 06 nicknames, 38, 37, 104 personal, 34, 133(1), 
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Prakrit and Sanskrit, 89, 158 of 6akas etc , 168 same, 36 uncer- 
tainty of, 34 

Nanaghat msonptions, see inscnptions 

Nanda, coronation date of, 130, 131 mcamation of Kali, 130 puranic 
conception of social order and, 129 as regent, 102 
Nanda era, 100, 121, 122 extension of, 126 fate of, 122 transformation 
of, 122, 123, see era 
Nandivardkana, 117 
Nasik inscriptions, see inscriptions 


O 

Opinion, difference of, m epigrapluc estimate, 64- 60 
Oudra, 8 


P 

Pandya, 10 

Paramount power, and k^atrapas, 22 

Pariksit, 36, 106, 107, 120, 126 Nanda, Andhra time mterval, 107, 120 

Patnarciiy, 33 

People, Ajndhra, 7 

Prati^thanagara, 138, 140, 196 

Pimce of Wales, 166 

Privileges, renewal of, 176 

Provincial rulers, 24 appomtments of Bhumaka, Cagtana and Pujumavi 
as, 168 coins mmted by, 26 four classes of, 24 Gautamlputra and, 
199 regnal years of, 41 royal, 26, 40, 43 
Ptolemy and the Andhras, 4, 19(7) 

Pulmdaa, 9 

Pulumavi, corns bearmg legend, 193 date of, 132 and Gautamlputra, 
4, 19(6c), 40, 132, 133, 161, 168 identification with Lambodam, the 
7th kmg, 133, 133(1) identification with the 24th king , 4, 21, 61, 
80 marriage of, 164, 168 personal name, 34 regnal years of, 177 
and KudradamEui, 19(6b), 60 Vasisthiputra, 4 
Pnndra, 8 

Puranaprave^a, 102, 106, 107, 127 

Puranas, 118 Bhagavat, 8, 90 Bhavi^ya, 119 Brahmanija, 90 Kalki, 
124, 126 Matsya, 90, 91, 96, 98, 99, 104, 120, 130, 133, 189, 193 
Skanda, 98 Vayu, 90, 93, 94, 96, 98, 99, 104, 120, 124, 130 Vi^inu, 
90, 96, 98, 99, 106, 120, 126, 127, 133, 134, 193 
Puranas, accepted partly, 2, 3, 16 amendmg, 16, 66, 67, 77, 88, 96, 96 
attitude of scholars towards, 16, 66, 84-87 Bflhler on, 86 different 
readmgs of, 67, 98 discrepancies m, 93, 96, 118 English hypothetical, 
68 preservation of, 118, 119 redactors of, 119 unanimity in, 92, 
118 urtext of, 88, 98 
Puranakaras, 97, 98, 119 

Puramc, account of Andhras, Kanvas, Manryas and Sungas, 12, 13 
account, onus of proof, 84 account, hypothetical, 69 account and 
inscriptions, 16 chronology, see chronology data, mscnptional 
and, correlation of, 16, 62, see data disagreement between, 66 
dates, 78, 99, 108 dates, concord in, 108 era, see era regnal years, 
detemunation of, 93-96 regnal years and mscnptional, 40, 41, 78, 
133(1) time records, supposed defects m, 14, 39, 41, 67, 78 tradition, 
163 

Purus, different dynastic lists of, 67 
Pu^yanutra, 12 


Q 

Queen, BalaSri, 150, 177 Jivasfita, 170, 171 Nagamka or Nayanika, 
179-181, 186-188 Snde§na, 8 
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R 

Radobffe, 90, 9], 100, 193 
RaghuvamSam, 10 
Raja, 22, 42 

Ramacandra and Harold, 84 

Rapson, E J , 0, 10, 19(2), 19(3), 19(5), 19(0a), 23, 26, 45, 40, 50, 57, 143, 
140, 147, 154, 107, 171, 187, 101 

Regnal ponod, average, 109-111 average of regnal period, 110 clieckfor, 
00, 101, lOS dotennmafcion of puranio, 40, 03-00 
Regnal years, of Aioka, DO of Gautamiputra and Puluma\i, 117 pro 
vincial governorship and, 41 of 27ondivnrdhnna and Jlahanandi, 
117 of Pulumavi, 117 of Yajfiaarl, 41, 133(1) 

Reign, Andhra, 6, 20, 140, 149 Gupta, 149 JJaurja and ^i^unaka, 93, 
94, 118 total djuiastio, as a okronological guide, 93-90, 117 
Revision of Audlira Clironology, I, 105-202 
Ripunjaya, 12 

Royal Provincial rulers, 25, 43 
R$abhadatta, see Uijabhadata 
H?!. 31, 97, 98, 120 

Rudradaman, 4 and Pulumavi, 19(flb), 50 
Rudra ^atakami, 6 

S 

Sagara, 167 

6akas, 160-169 Gautamiputra and, see Gautamiputra Indiamzation of, 
168, 169 and Ku^Snas, 200 names of, 168 Sagara and, 167 
Saka era, 42 Andhra ongm of, 40-60, 100, 107 lihdphises, founder of, 
47 Humana ongm of, 46, 47, 49 startme of, 160 use bj satraps, 42, 
46, 167 

Sakaditya and Vikramaditj a, 100 
^akarat and Kliakharata, 162 

^aktidrl, ^aktulrl, Satisiri or SuktaSrl, 37, see Hakusin 
^ahvahana or ^atavahana, 48, 183, 184 Kumara, 181 tradition, 48, 
137-144, 100, 101 
Saptar?! Yuga, see Yuga 

^atakami, a clan name, 30, 31, 190 identification vith the 3rd kmg, 2, 
19(4), 03, 80, 86 Kharaiela and, 2 ongm of name, 31 Simuka 
and, 19(4) 

Satraps, Western, feudatories to Andliras, 105-168, 198, 199 feudatones 
to Kusanas, 46, 46 of Indian descent, 23 l^ako era and, 137-141 
Savdakalpadrumah, 161 
Scott, H R , 191 

Simuka, ^lAiika, accession of, 80, 144 correct name, 189 date of, 2, 19(4), 
19(6), 137-141 firat Andhra kuig, 3, 12, 13, 14, 19(4), 196 and 
manabaka, 140 personal name, 34 ^atakarm and, 2, 19(4), 81, 166 
Vikramaditya and, 137-141, 197 
Sivalakura, 6, 31 
^ivaskanda Varman, 6 
^ivairi, 6, 34 

Smith, Vmcent A , 6, 6, 14, 16, 19(3), 19(8), 47, 78, 117, 136, 146, 187, 189. 

Sound resemblance of filokas, 98 

6rl, prefix, 26, 41, 42, 44 

^rimallakaml, 133 

^rlparvatlya Andhras, 136 

^uddhodana, 126 

Sude^na, 7 

Suhma, 8, 10 

Sufigas, puramo account of, 12 
Suryasiddhanta, 123 
Suiarman, 13, 14, 196 
Sutas, 97 
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T 

Tables, (numbers refer to preceding paragrnplis), Andlirn clironolog 3 S 
Table III, 77 averages of reigning penods of puranic dynasties. 
Table IX, 116 ohronologj’- of Gautnmlputra ^ri ^atakarm’s tunes. 
Table XI, 177 four pouit contact m puranio data, Table X, 146 
generation mten nla. Table VIT, 111 generation inten’’als for British 
mothers. Table ITTI, 113 hy'pothetical example of Enghsh purana. 
Table I and Table II, 71 identifications. Table XII, 194 puranic 
regnal years and chronologj , Table IV, purnmc reigning penods of 
dynasties. Table V, puramc stated mtervals. Table VI, 100 
Territories, shuffling of, 50, 144, 147, 148, 163, 197 
Time intorvmls, puramc, 107, 120 
Time records, supposed defects m puramc, 39 
Titik^iu, S 

Trafflutaka dynasty, 19(8) end of Andhras and, 80, 147, 148 
Treasure trove act m ancient India, 29, 191 

U 

Ujjaymi, 137, 138, 190 

U§abhadata, Gautamiputra and, 19(6), 174r-170 oxerlord of, 176 

V 

Vasi^thlputra, 4, 33, 193 Pulumavi, see Pulumau 

Vasudeva, 13, 196 

VedaSrI, 137, 186-188 

Vedisin, 181, 186, 187 

Victory, camp of, 173 

Vikramaditya, 137-142, 144, 197 Sakaditya and, 100 ^alnahana and, 
139-141, 144, 100, 161 
Vikrama, era, 142 
Vibnatha KAvi, 183 

Vilivayakura, 6, 31, 182, 191 Gautamiputra, 6, 27 meaning of, 183 
Vasi^thiputra, 6, 27, 66 
Vi5akhayupa, 126 
Vi6vanutra, 9 
Vyaghrasena, 148 

W 

Wilford, 90 

Wdson, H H , 90, 91, 134, 136 

Woman, importance of, m matriarchal society, 33 

Y 

Yajnafirl, date of, 134 Gautamiputra, 188 personal name, 34 regnal 
penod of, 41, 133(1) the 27th king, 4 and Yue gnai, 136 
Yudhi^hira, 121, 130 
Yue ai and CandraM, 136 

Yuga, Dharma, and its division, 106, 123 divya, 127 of five years, 106 
Kah, 106, 106, 123 Kah, extension of, 126, 129 Koh old, 128 
Kah, social order m, 123, 129 Kalpa, 106, 123 Hyta, 123, 124 
K|ta, second, 129 Pitp, 128 twenty eighth, 128 Saptar^i, 103-106 
transition penods of, 106, 106, 127 



